132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Prevent Student Homelessness
L.D. 384
An Act to Prevent Student Homelessness

STATE OF MAINE
_____
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_____
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An Act to Prevent Student Homelessness
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__c43c4f26_2589_41be_b1c][bookmark: _PAR__1_b7fe66b3_84a8_484f_a5ae_d70f766e][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__c73eca74_f112_4528_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__df2b7513_1cc0_4ab4][bookmark: _PAR__2_11bb5c58_3421_4f1b_b086_fb438237][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__dfe3ac98_caa0_45e1_9347_e][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__7b283d95_7169_46a1_92][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__9e8050fa_fa9d_43b8]Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA c. 223, sub-c. 12 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_f71e92ff_7a90_4a25_b89b_62a5c142][bookmark: _STATUTE_SC__84d1160b_4bb5_49bb_aef0_720][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a41811e7_4cbc_42e6_8e00]SUBCHAPTER 12
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2dacca83_794c_4d83_80df_a5e22118][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ef91845a_29c8_44f8_a8]STUDENT HOMELESSNESS PREVENTION
[bookmark: _PAR__5_fbc5edc1_c797_4c0d_8eca_1039299d][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__bbac0b45_257f_49ee_81ae_9404][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e8f0b8ce_c211_4e84_a246][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a888e3d5_f439_4a66_96]§6691.  Student Homelessness Prevention Program
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__15850dd5_b8ce_40ae_ab4f_afbc][bookmark: _PAR__6_82a0a7ef_6f44_4937_85d4_71f7816e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__29636c8b_d764_496f_a15]The Student Homelessness Prevention Program, referred to in this section as "the program," is established within the department in the office of the department responsible for school and student supports.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cc457699_19c5_4f15_8465][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c2935ac5_5677_4773_a50f_bdf][bookmark: _PAR__7_77bc48f7_7026_4820_b188_a1333199][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__37310d0b_ac66_48db_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bf209847_c040_4f71_a07]1. Purpose. The purpose of the program is to help elementary students and secondary students avoid homelessness by identifying students and families of students who are at risk of homelessness and providing direct financial assistance to help them maintain stable permanent housing.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__902dd8df_917f_47a7_a9cf][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9f2ec92f_0736_41bf_9dd4_0b8][bookmark: _PAR__8_514398a0_ea83_4b94_8664_8ba85aba][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__653b266e_ed87_4c5f_a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ed8e81d3_d210_4139_a87]2. Fund established.  The Student Homelessness Prevention Fund is established as a nonlapsing fund within the department for the purposes of supporting the program.  The fund may receive money from any available state, federal or private source.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9ede37b3_9594_4488_9feb][bookmark: _PAR__9_6a602b3c_c7f0_4eba_8894_1a12d02e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3b03efb5_2f4d_4c14_b113_8d0][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ab49af9d_aea0_498e_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cb5ed0e6_055f_4692_af2]3. Program requirements. The department shall provide a local educational agency liaison for students experiencing homelessness designated pursuant to the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001, 42 United States Code, Section 11431 et seq. The liaison shall:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d8da0924_bf07_4478_a822][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f96899dc_63ab_418d_b81d_602c][bookmark: _PAR__10_3307a578_8912_4737_8186_9a06770][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__db2922f5_976e_483a_a43]A. Identify students who are at risk of homelessness but not yet homeless; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__44f44d7b_e42a_4277_84f2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b6d5baf6_4a58_464d_8d50_a58c][bookmark: _PAR__11_3d569db7_36ea_4521_b8e7_cd67b65][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cdaecdfd_94c4_4e45_a56]B. In addition to any federal assistance available, provide up to $750 per academic year to the family or guardian of a student at risk of homelessness for services authorized under the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001, in addition to other housing-related needs such as rental assistance, utilities, critical home repairs and other assistance that will help the student avoid homelessness.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__685e0d3d_d92e_4ce6_8277][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__70058de6_8a1f_4f3b_9cf5_e95][bookmark: _PAR__12_6fd0d267_660c_4fdd_84f7_eac0974][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a8144f46_5a66_4961_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__30b8cbfc_8623_4ee7_a42]4.  Assistance not income or asset.  Financial assistance received under the program is not income for purposes of the State's income tax laws and is not income or an asset for the purposes of determining eligibility for or the benefit amount to be paid from any public assistance program administered by the State or by a municipality pursuant to Title 22, chapter 1161.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__73cbb1e3_e788_4efd_9c09][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e3047c98_af8b_4a75_88ab_abc][bookmark: _PAR__13_8e96ed3d_9bb7_4e8f_b762_906a0f3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__dbe2df6a_7689_4484_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ecd42f6b_d027_42b9_bcc]5.  Rules.  The department may adopt rules to implement the program.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__963209a9_7afe_4f5b_93d0][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__11dde599_fd1c_4f50_b1e2_79][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ba9aa787_f805_423d]Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT OF
School and Student Supports Z270
Initiative: Provides ongoing funds to help students avoid homelessness by providing liaisons designated pursuant to the federal McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Assistance Improvements Act of 2001 access to emergency financial assistance for the family of a student in an amount of up to $750 per student.
	GENERAL FUND
	2025-26
	2026-27

	All Other
	$125,000
	$125,000

	 
	__________
	__________

	GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	$125,000
	$125,000
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