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An Act to Strengthen Maine's Elementary and Secondary Education System by Clarifying Purposes and Procedures for Reviews of Schools
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__011f34c9_56f3_4212_8c4][bookmark: _PAR__1_99cedfae_e8a3_4ae4_b680_ec40f8ac][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__61297336_d1b4_4f91_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e692e666_a851_493d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ff9c8d28_1ab7_46df_bbeb_e][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__2b25c3a0_367b_4810_a961_73][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__55822d30_44a1_4ee1_a5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__482c2ab4_aea9_49cb]Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §258-A, as amended by PL 1985, c. 142, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_S__01f686c3_7784_49a2_b583_92b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__334c5d06_5e0c_497d_b771][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__acfce834_8e1d_4fd1_88]§258-A.  Inspection of schools
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ae121c85_bc17_4c8d_a3f6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5c73ed74_d53d_417a_aed1_f197][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dd14d655_20dd_4bc8_820]A.  Petitioned by 60% of the parents of the children of one school;
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__498ac650_6f09_41b4_a2fb_b6][bookmark: _REV__7d6d709a_85c7_4e69_89d3_e88b16018c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d1b6c797_52f1_40ff_a70][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3ef6c9b6_b476_47b7_85bc_6405]For the purposes of this subsection, "qualified sending school administrative unit" means a school administrative unit that contracts for school privileges under section 2701 for at least 20% of its resident students to attend the private school approved for tuition purposes that is the subject of the request or petition.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6644ba1e_dd2f_4a8a_acaa][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c78705f9_e663_4f51_a953_738][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ebcb025c_4440_40e6_82][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__739e2d53_cb4c_4edd_8a0]3.  Special reviews.  The commissioner shall fulfill the monitoring functions required by any state or federal grants to school units or schools.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__41a0397b_3556_47ce_8d24][bookmark: _REV__91b4ebc6_370f_4698_81bd_8dd3c3709c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__95704bfe_423a_4524_ac5a_f08][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a9489e27_1586_4d06_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4a32027e_a1cc_4843_8e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3ee7251b_c458_4813_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__67b1c53d_9ac2_4513_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b28e2391_3c9a_4402_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2334bc65_402f_49d6_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4e066d8b_709e_445a_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__634fb77b_cc20_40f5_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ead49d86_9f44_437e_9c7]5.  Comprehensive reviews.  Beginning in the 2024-2025 school year and every 2 years thereafter, the commissioner shall conduct a comprehensive review of 5 schools, school administrative units or private schools approved for tuition purposes selected at random. If a school, school administrative unit or private school approved for tuition purposes is selected, and at the time of selection is within 2 years of an accreditation review by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges or its successor organization or has been through a comprehensive review under this subsection in the last 10 years, the commissioner shall randomly select a different school, school administrative unit or private school approved for tuition purposes in its place. For selected schools, school administrative units and private schools approved for tuition purposes:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__420d8185_79bd_45a3_b3aa][bookmark: _REV__78bc1171_e9cb_4dfd_847f_e0d4e13969][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0282b5b6_edb1_467a_983e_a520][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b6c2c6e1_28b2_4404_ae5]B. On receipt of the notice described in paragraph A, the school, school administrative unit or private school approved for tuition purposes shall ensure that the physical site of the school or schools under review are available for inspection and make available to the commissioner documents related to:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__8ac8dc8f_241a_4329_8534_09a][bookmark: _REV__67bf590f_e906_4fe7_b8d0_2b279df782][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__024b616a_fbb4_44e7_b1b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__35ca386f_f869_46d5_ae5](1)  Basic school approval standards under this Title;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__9c1d24d1_0f29_429a_a91a_f2d][bookmark: _REV__d08761a6_2e2b_40e3_858d_85b715213f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f02493dc_dfcf_4ae8_a9fe][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__19ea9165_bad5_445d_a1f](3)  The statewide assessment program established under section 6202;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0657b5bf_decc_4a3c_a313][bookmark: _REV__b4d74bfc_0511_47f9_81ea_ed69714392][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d714902e_088c_4977_b272_e469][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__66a614f1_85c5_4fef_b22]C.  The commissioner shall provide a school, school administrative unit or private school approved for tuition purposes that is unable to demonstrate compliance with basic school approval standards or other requirements of this Title with a corrective action plan.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f0cd5227_caf8_40d1_b829_4807][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9c8fc820_8b38_428b_adc][bookmark: _REV__fa3e15cd_cb2c_4e70_b948_3c386e23ba]If the commissioner finds that a school, school administrative unit or private school approved for tuition purposes is not in compliance with the Maine Human Rights Act, the commissioner shall refer the finding to the Maine Human Rights Commission.
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