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STATE OF MAINE
_____
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_____
H.P. 878 - L.D. 1355
Resolve, to Require the Governor's Energy Office to Study Taxation of Renewable Energy Infrastructure
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[bookmark: _PAR__2_92e61c15_6f42_4f26_bd68_b5464a16]1.  The current statutory framework for the application of personal and real property taxes on renewable energy infrastructure, including, but not limited to, solar photovoltaic systems, wind energy development and battery energy storage systems;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_7df25794_1aec_4a8e_b208_f13f2ddc]2.  The history of municipal and county taxation of renewable energy infrastructure in the State, as well as in other states;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_38e6f0e0_8e6c_4b3d_8331_50185e7a]3.  How tax revenue from new renewable energy infrastructure projects may affect state-municipal revenue-sharing formulas, including the effect of renewable energy infrastructure value depreciation;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_1335ebf5_637b_4c84_9ccc_21abe3fe]4.  Whether renewable energy infrastructure presents special difficulties with identifying just value;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_bd067540_e350_43d8_b4a6_49d8d552]5.  What tax amount per megawatt of electric generation capacity of renewable energy infrastructure projects, if any, would fairly compensate municipalities without making such projects unviable;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_3a5834b4_36b5_42f2_8894_1890e936]6.  The current use, complexity, cost and appropriateness of programs such as tax increment financing and credit enhancement agreements for renewable energy infrastructure and whether an alternative program may benefit municipalities, counties and renewable energy infrastructure development in the State; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_34c1cf5e_e419_4f6b_ae0c_2761b426]7.  Whether a uniform taxation of renewable energy infrastructure and exclusion of such revenue from state-municipal revenue-sharing formulas may encourage renewable energy infrastructure development, advance the State's clean energy goals and benefit municipalities and counties in the State.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_58653d79_2455_433e_abbd_fa4baf10][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__abc18ae0_e3ba_4cb9_8c2f][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__3e92e1f5_d335_4920_9aa0][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__0939318c_ac23_4386_b007][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__4bce518e_06c5_4631_a20e][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__8e59746d_3a84_4db1_a21e][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__c3aa9908_e0a7_4ef0_8fc7][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__967a3290_79f2_48eb_a907][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__7b8ab330_00d0_4bf3_993c][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__2c578b86_e1b4_4281_8a0a][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__fa8616ea_f643_49da_814a][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__295817a9_6ed7_411c_9645][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__b92ff490_944a_4bc8_b542][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__ddaa7148_8102_4750_8d6c]The Governor's Energy Office shall consult with the Office of Tax Policy, representatives from the renewable energy industry and other experts in the State and municipal and county officials with relevant experience and solicit public comments on the study.  No later than November 4, 2026, the Governor's Energy Office shall submit a report, including findings, recommendations and any suggested legislation, based on the study to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over taxation matters.  The joint standing committee may report out legislation related to the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__b8947e98_e34f][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6fe8fc5e_d4a8_4afb_a824_c8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fa12431b_ca0b_4181]Sec. 2.  Funding.  Resolved: That the Governor's Energy Office may receive funds, grants or contributions from public or private sources to carry out the study required under section 1.  The Governor's Energy Office shall disclose its sources of funding as part of the report required in section 1.  The Governor's Energy Office is not required under this resolve to undertake work for which it does not have or has not received sufficient funding.
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