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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
H.P. 100 - L.D. 167
An Act to Provide 2 Hearing Aids to MaineCare Members with Diagnosed Hearing Loss
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__5e252bb0_0d90_429f_95f][bookmark: _PAR__1_4d80e28f_1442_482d_84c7_ee6444c3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__ad4cb2b0_0fff_4c61_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__723d03f9_01b1_4ff6][bookmark: _PAR__2_6e7a49dc_4c99_4396_bcdb_5ac726f2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__eba21635_c74f_4b5f_8dbe_3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__dc3fdb9f_fae9_4fc7_b6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__90aa86c7_a753_4b8a]Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3174-ZZ, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 237, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d61fd670_1677_40f7_b247][bookmark: _PAR__3_50956cfb_6c30_4972_a0ec_29089230][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f199f189_2b60_43fc_9668_d4f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__35a2fa57_4604_4c9b_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7b5c678b_c97d_4803_b26]2.  Required reimbursement.  The department shall provide reimbursement for a hearing aid for one each hearing-impaired ear of an individual enrolled in the MaineCare program in accordance with the following requirements:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__da7f7d8f_b40e_49ee_94e2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6a922983_32c5_4c28_834e_5a5c][bookmark: _PAR__4_4c000a7d_3b7e_4f69_b39f_660fe48b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3ad150c8_795a_4ab5_894][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__269c732c_032f_4f2e_800]A.  The hearing loss must be documented by a primary care provider or an audiologist licensed pursuant to Title 32, chapter 137;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f0b8aac4_6632_4b89_ac79][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7066ee6e_4448_422d_bde0_5c2e][bookmark: _PAR__5_0355de34_dd41_442b_84d3_4fa8ccf5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eeb30cd4_a712_4ca9_9d9][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__1e9dff51_a79e_4b84_868]B.  The hearing aid must be provided by an audiologist or a hearing aid dealer licensed pursuant to Title 32, chapter 137; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f49b5395_bb16_4e9f_8e6b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a1e778dc_664a_4b2a_a4e9_b44e][bookmark: _PAR__6_1a6285e7_bd0f_47b0_bd1e_42a8578b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6e451913_cd69_4cf1_a74]C.  The hearing loss must meet the requirements established by the department in rule regarding the individual's severity of hearing loss.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cb5dd2f0_cd4a_402f_b23][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5befef86_9537_4d95_a0e5_9d3f][bookmark: _PAR__7_5cc782e2_fcf1_4705_8a6a_d2da363f]The department shall provide reimbursement for a hearing aid for the 2nd hearing-impaired ear of an individual enrolled in the MaineCare program if the individual meets requirements established by the department by rule regarding the individual's severity of hearing loss, enrollment in school, enrollment in vocational training, employment needs or the needs identified by a primary care provider.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__ab19f2f0_236b_49d4_932a][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e4683976_31ae_4d50_9406_1f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ac059154_8799_4b3c]Sec. 2.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
Medical Care - Payments to Providers 0147
Initiative: Provides funding for reimbursement for bilateral hearing aids for MaineCare members with diagnosed hearing loss.
	GENERAL FUND
	2025-26
	2026-27

	All Other
	$0
	$102,946

	 
	__________
	__________

	GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	$0
	$102,946


 
	FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND
	2025-26
	2026-27

	All Other
	$0
	$218,379

	 
	__________
	__________

	FEDERAL EXPENDITURES FUND TOTAL
	$0
	$218,379


[bookmark: _EFFECTIVE_CLAUSE__888a2b70_8f6b_488f_9e][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c250c2a3_f3af_416f_a747_6c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__624c9a6b_8ebc_4f77]Sec. 3.  Effective date. This Act takes effect July 1, 2026.
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