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An Act to Strengthen Oversight of Kennels by Changing the Licensing Authority from Municipalities to the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__5c883712_cf7a_4650_8c3][bookmark: _PAR__1_a069c38d_274d_419f_8610_a05ecd3d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__3f9baac0_999b_4ed1_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__15ebaf4f_9409_4205][bookmark: _PAR__2_fb02a9d2_3fc8_49e0_989d_ef0bfb1c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b5d3e937_cd68_4599_b190_7][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__e709a34f_9802_4254_b5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__27dea35a_7811_4bc0]Sec. 1.  7 MRSA §3906-C, sub-§1, ¶N, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 333, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6ee8284a_7a7b_41fb_9cab][bookmark: _PAR__3_fe578e25_7bbf_4b34_9c7a_a389b016][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e97e6f4f_0c4a_4964_8d61_e3ce][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c4baaeb1_eee1_47d6_8bf][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__522a9017_fae1_4d9e_a37]N.  One member who holds a kennel license issued under section 3923‑C 3932-B; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__3c89951a_ebcb_464f][bookmark: _PAR__4_655b22e0_3300_4d5c_9445_508cea86][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__644a3406_34e2_4b59_b0a6_2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a79e0574_c568_4f8f]Sec. 2.  7 MRSA §3906-C, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2021, c. 99, §§3 and 4, is further amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a46e21f3_c20d_4ed8_bf6][bookmark: _PAR__5_98c6166d_9323_4852_a1d8_f6621477][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4bc2f661_5339_4d0c_b012_4f07][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__19a306ec_9c35_45a5_883]In making the appointment of the veterinarian member, the Governor shall consider nominations made by the Maine Veterinary Medical Association.  In making the appointment of the person holding a kennel license issued under section 3923‑C 3932-B, the Governor shall consider nominations made by state-based dog clubs.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b870f7aa_bb05_4b33][bookmark: _PAR__6_dc346708_4279_48d5_a431_db8ce753][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__9e1e6309_ad23_45a8_b35f_4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2192c263_f248_469a]Sec. 3.  7 MRSA §3907, sub-§8-A, as amended by PL 2011, c. 100, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1575f924_2197_45a0_a046][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__37fffc99_3957_4ad3_b8d4_7b8][bookmark: _PAR__7_d189dd98_4351_4fea_8114_459b9d73][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__660fb1a9_ae86_4e73_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1d2d52e3_0ad4_482b_9cd][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__34dce669_4510_4898_96c]8-A.  Breeding kennel.  "Breeding kennel" means a location where 5 or more adult female dogs or cats capable of breeding are kept and some or all of the offspring are offered for sale, sold or exchanged for value or a location where more than 16 dogs or cats raised on the premises are sold to the public in a 12-month period.  "Breeding kennel" does not include a kennel licensed by a municipality under section 3923‑C 3932-B when the dogs are kept primarily for hunting, show, training, sledding, competition, field trials or exhibition purposes and not more than 16 dogs are offered for sale, sold or exchanged for value within a 12-month period.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__79df2014_0ad9_42fe][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__7a038622_2b3d_4897_846a_6][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f5b5edba_c46b_4868_8c61_44][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d8db0be1_9e33_45f1]Sec. 4.  7 MRSA §3923-A, first ¶, as amended by PL 2013, c. 115, §10, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3be407c1_8304_4f03_a43][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__06b5b5ed_8e1c_405d_b2ac_2318][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0d303a8b_172f_497b_926][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a7d81a4d_adda_4aa0_944][bookmark: _REV__d5f49eeb_10cb_43c4_abd0_4b22a04a72][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cfb7e5be_3d5a_457d_86][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9103b19f_f269_422f_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bcb6a60f_438d_4142_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fe86f859_45d2_4ab8_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__49776195_1bac_471d_b6][bookmark: _REV__33dd43fb_1d56_4840_b4ad_22f9bbd675][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__71e98da3_079f_44ff_87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__249260a7_86bc_406a_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2a420445_f9c1_403d_be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2318330f_f251_4831_af][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__824c53f6_b015_4d09_a1][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__785d8a59_9be1_4cc4_9e8]Except as provided in subsection 3 and section 3923‑C 3932-B, a dog owner or keeper obtaining a license from a municipal clerk, dog licensing agent or dog recorder shall pay the license and recording fees established in this section.  For purposes of this section, "dog licensing agent" means an animal shelter or a veterinarian pursuant to section 3923‑F.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d7933c5b_5134_438c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__85a7c64e_8702_4252_9aa5_8][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d8151028_a670_4989_9f0c_48][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d1949567_bd31_4708]Sec. 5.  7 MRSA §3923-A, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2013, c. 115, §10, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__07fb3783_8711_4691_a593][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__fd464f34_6857_47a2_8052_700][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__01232f55_df0d_4cae_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2e5c507e_a81d_4dcd_ae8][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__bae85c7b_d125_4b77_ac4][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e8387908_a21d_4e34_9ba][bookmark: _REV__15ca7f94_6146_4429_8d22_b6e255f7b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c938fc5c_037f_4069_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e800b875_4505_43d3_aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1076baa8_6251_4a0a_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__33818465_c967_447f_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d22bde2d_0df4_46ee_88][bookmark: _REV__0a8c6fbe_81cc_4b87_8495_077712424f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0917cb80_a685_4828_be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2e9f87f6_59be_41f1_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3aa251cf_fb6c_4293_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cc8208ce_e14e_4c32_af][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f2c1f53c_a031_423e_9d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__de973213_b44d_4fff_a28][bookmark: _REV__cbb17a62_03c0_493b_becc_dea31af272][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a56037da_9bd8_4428_85][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d7ec7a0d_ad2b_4342_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__85cc875e_3135_433a_ba][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8d862b65_ff4b_4a05_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__54f16112_c427_4ce4_9b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4d244269_7d8f_405b_a35][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__09e2c55a_75e3_4983_8d2]4.  Late fees.  An owner or keeper required to license a dog under section 3922, subsection 1 or section 3923‑C 3932-B, subsection 1 and applying for a license for that dog after January 31st shall pay to the municipal clerk, dog licensing agent or dog recorder a late fee of $25 in addition to the annual license fee paid in accordance with subsection 1 or 2 and section 3923‑C, subsection 1.  The clerk, dog licensing agent or dog recorder shall deposit all late fees collected under this subsection into the municipality's animal welfare account established in accordance with section 3945.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__fe5477d9_3323_4e2b_9810_b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__640b19d0_ba30_40eb][bookmark: _PAR__12_8bfc14c8_8c35_4194_816e_fa27d2a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7043b3b0_f311_4de1]Sec. 6.  7 MRSA §3923-C, as amended by PL 2009, c. 403, §2, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__524b7386_2f1b_40b7][bookmark: _PAR__13_b9853664_056b_48d5_9284_5a8d6bc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0b70ee48_f248_4a8d_b0bd_b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__49107fc8_f5da_4da6]Sec. 7.  7 MRSA §3923-E, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 657, §27, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_4c7f8dd0_ddc6_4eff_bf99_a169b7b][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__3487f101_3940_4ef1_8d52_e6aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7eedb847_ff66_48a8_afcc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2fac80ac_04e3_498d_98]§3923-E.  Monthly report
[bookmark: _PAR__15_34611e9b_f674_4386_96d9_cf2e7a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7355cc26_67c0_4dfe_85b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d9c11ea1_db53_4564_8d4f_8a48][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__eb52c8ed_31e1_4e39_8bc][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__81eed5ca_e29d_4d52_896][bookmark: _PAR__1_8457c06d_7656_42f9_8e7b_d9c6622f]Municipal clerks or dog recorders shall receive the license fees in accordance with sections section 3923‑A and 3923‑C, pay them to the department and make a monthly report to the department on a department-approved form of all licenses issued and fees received.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__bc4e1307_51df_4cad][bookmark: _PAR__2_d306463c_34a2_4a05_a81c_f258b53f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a6586321_01a8_4256_9d22_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a612e4e2_92ec_41f9]Sec. 8.  7 MRSA §3931-A, sub-§2, as repealed and replaced by PL 2009, c. 403, §4, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e74cf1e0_18bb_4403_afbe][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8e23643c_2750_4628_9212_c81][bookmark: _PAR__3_3b96fe8a_f6d8_4c65_ac4c_e806f7a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d1eecf0b_ef78_4ed3_af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__054a4149_d495_49b8_9db]2.  License fees.  The license fee is $75 $125 for a Category 1 breeding kennel, $100 $150 for a Category 2 breeding kennel and $150 $200 for a Category 3 breeding kennel.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__67489a06_d652_489e][bookmark: _PAR__4_de12f020_973e_46c9_8c38_4f3f6663][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__54a15108_f6e4_4215_9f5f_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6c5b0c7d_2b91_4370]Sec. 9.  7 MRSA §3932, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2003, c. 405, §17, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6a86c8bf_68a2_4910_adc4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__945e1cc1_a8e9_402f_a682_d38][bookmark: _PAR__5_c95e3130_eb25_489e_8f66_18659d6a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__44ff807b_02d7_4c3d_8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0bb9f19a_29cc_4f1d_8a6]2.  License fees.  The fee for a boarding kennel license is $75 $125.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__97ae4d7b_96ac_4ff1][bookmark: _PAR__6_361af066_3349_49e2_871d_1873da81][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__44c322b6_ec46_4c7d_8036_8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f5919c7f_908a_4ae2]Sec. 10.  7 MRSA §3932-A, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2003, c. 405, §18, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__217be3fd_a8ef_48f4_9b4f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f0b1d0d1_676a_4443_9686_fc4][bookmark: _PAR__7_e8324dd3_4149_4a60_9996_20a55c59][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e2801235_4d74_4559_99][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2615f238_b285_4d3e_b0a]2.  License fee.  The license fee for an animal shelter is $100 $125.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__23a90e24_dc99_4622][bookmark: _PAR__8_32488572_57a1_458d_9685_71b95f00][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__279cf659_2c71_477a_93f5_b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ff5fb9aa_bacf_4f74]Sec. 11.  7 MRSA §3932-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_a78a7e38_2250_4e47_a59a_1bb454cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__0314ea38_f90c_44d9_b3f4_723c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b6f3d6ce_a42a_499a_8ba4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ea32fac1_366b_409b_80]§3932-B.  Kennel license
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__817865fc_5e5a_4fee_bf6a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__df9f5123_9f79_4ba4_93bd_239][bookmark: _PAR__10_92cc252d_3492_420a_bcef_c1e3cdf][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6d5e4ce6_edd1_4667_be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__246ad188_81ee_471b_8e8]1.  License necessary.  A person maintaining a kennel, as defined in section 3907, subsection 17, shall annually obtain a kennel license from the department, and that person is subject to rules adopted by the department.  Individuals or entities obtaining facility licenses under sections 3931-A, 3932, 3932-A and 3933 are not required to obtain a kennel license.  A kennel license expires December 31st annually. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__38d59af3_c049_483c_b57d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f76b9354_6e27_4893_b997_a78][bookmark: _PAR__11_f356b4fd_a1d5_4c8f_ae94_be47e92][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6f1c6fca_1878_486d_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7d407eaf_a912_4b8c_865][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__52712fa5_2951_44dc_b4a1][bookmark: _REV__af67de4b_1e9f_4369_aadd_8af39f11c2][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0cdc041a_fbab_4bd5_a820_dc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__48d3cb96_4863_40d4_96][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__08f4a741_2997_4aa0_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__13db0a05_0089_430b_a0]2.  Application.  An individual who is required to obtain a kennel license shall submit an application with the department for such a license by January 31st annually or within 30 days of first being required to obtain a kennel license pursuant to subsection 1.  In order for the State to issue a kennel license, the applicant must provide to the department a complete application, a signed inspection from an animal control officer appointed by the municipality where a kennel is located, or a humane agent if there is no animal control officer appointed by the municipality where a kennel is located, that confirms a passed inspection in compliance with subsection 5 and current rabies vaccination certificates for all animals as required by section 3916.  The initial inspection must be made not more than 30 days before filing the first application for a license.  Inspections to renew a kennel license must be performed annually. A humane agent may conduct an inspection of a kennel in a municipality with an animal control officer under specific and extenuating circumstances as determined by the department by rule.  If the municipality does not have an animal control officer, the humane agent may conduct an inspection of a kennel by request as determined by the department by rule.  If a humane agent conducts an inspection pursuant to this subsection, the municipality shall pay for the cost of the inspection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__79ade4c5_f233_49d5_84b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__72bfdcc4_4cdd_4a6b_8ae2_0c8][bookmark: _PAR__12_f7ee6d29_3738_4a41_83a9_67fc833][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a7550bd3_997d_43c8_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__927bb4d4_fca8_413e_846]3.  License fees.  A kennel owner shall pay a fee to the department for each kennel license.  The kennel license fee is $50 for 5 to 10 dogs, $100 for 11 to 20 dogs and $150 for 21 or more dogs.  The department shall forward 20% of the collected fee to the animal welfare account established pursuant to section 3945 for the municipality in which the kennel is located and deposit the remainder into the Animal Welfare Fund established pursuant to section 3906-B, subsection 2. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__55a96c0b_b709_487f_a809][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0a6088dd_7329_4254_8420_2f6][bookmark: _PAR__13_60af49b9_4238_45b6_a59e_c7430ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a4b96d1c_a915_4545_b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__46d613d9_fadc_447e_81f]4.  Form of license.  If a kennel license is issued in hard copy, it must be issued in triplicate, with the original copy given to the applicant, one copy given to the municipality where the applicant is located and one copy kept on file by the department.  The license may be issued electronically to all parties. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fb24cf16_c3a4_4457_bd5c][bookmark: _PAR__14_73271c10_f5f3_42b5_9a0c_2eca94c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7394fe22_69a5_4970_a4e7_bb6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__819c27fd_2ccd_4a07_96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3b0a9492_9e78_44c7_844][bookmark: _PAR__1_80665292_6994_4b0a_8fff_de952769][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__fcf506b8_c624_46d1_b472][bookmark: _REV__fe1c6fe1_c65b_4ee7_a108_d0a7c0092d][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__895023eb_390c_4b45_abc2_4d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9f0e189b_c120_41c6_95][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d68b0ed8_d97b_4ddb_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__442c3473_d294_47ce_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4f7f180f_5f53_4d11_9e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__326c53f1_ddcd_49fa_80]5.  Annual inspection.  An animal control officer appointed by the municipality where a kennel is located, or a humane agent if there is no animal control officer appointed by the municipality where a kennel is located, shall annually inspect the premises of the kennel prior to the State's issuing or renewing a kennel license according to rules established by the department. A humane agent may conduct an inspection of a kennel in a municipality with an appointed animal control officer under specific and extenuating circumstances as determined by the department by rule.  If a humane agent conducts an inspection pursuant to this subsection, the municipality shall pay for the cost of the inspection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d055259a_a27e_4577_bec7][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__57403dff_7ebe_460f_9bd0_10b][bookmark: _PAR__2_39e6c628_df62_43d6_83c2_1229bb38][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3bc7fe51_215a_4e5f_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7efaa873_0046_446c_bf1]6.  License tags.  Dogs covered by a kennel license must be furnished suitable individual dog license tags indicating the year that the license is issued.  License tags furnished pursuant to this subsection must be attached to the collars of the dogs covered by the kennel license in the manner prescribed under section 3923-B, subsection 1 and subject to the exceptions prescribed under section 3923-B, subsection 3.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6448a2b3_5211_4aa2_9f7e_1822][bookmark: _PAR__7_b1cb37db_7716_44ba_958d_c04e6331][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bad4558f_67a8_49f3_acb][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__a0473d64_3c35_4f45_923a][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__71aa957a_23b4_49b3_addf][bookmark: _REV__b4fb03e4_c14a_4d9e_a103_059d0504fe][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__613e7b8e_aaea_46b8_b2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__077226b9_321f_4644_a9][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__7f4ee91c_c982_4182_bbf][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b8d54d12_37ae_484a_862][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9de0bcb5_e68c_449c_86d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__af75e46d_b8ab_4291_bc2][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ccd39d0f_0bd2_4963_9f9][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__1359cf27_a2c9_4af7_873][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__a63d6f02_d9a7_4bab_8bee][bookmark: _REV__d8ad46f3_ab62_4139_8cea_db63bda3f3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bcbdc107_3ef0_46bf_be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__64bbdc07_4ae6_4654_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3f330bbd_9bb8_44f2_a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4ce14749_49b4_404e_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__92c7d6c2_ef6c_434c_b1][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7926f07e_3f5a_4e09_8abb_56]The department may not issue a license to maintain a boarding kennel, breeding kennel, animal shelter or pet shop facility required to be licensed under this chapter to a person an individual who, within the 10 years previous to the application for the license, has been convicted of murder, a Class A or Class B offense, a violation under Title 17‑A, chapter 9, 11, 12 or 13 or a criminal violation under Title 17, chapter 42 or under a criminal law involving cruelty to animals that is no longer in effect or, within 10 years previous to the application for the license, has been adjudicated of a civil violation for cruelty to animals under chapter 739 or has been convicted or adjudicated in any other state, provincial or federal court of a violation similar to those specified in this section.  An individual who submits an application to be licensed under this chapter shall submit the results of a background check to the department along with the license application.  The individual shall pay for the background check.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d045ac12_a862_482b][bookmark: _PAR__8_8b9cd6ad_2a27_4a7a_8c53_7fc3c0f6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__51dab67b_0ef7_4d6d_aee5_9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__23d97eda_bf76_423c]Sec. 14.  7 MRSA §3936, as amended by PL 2009, c. 343, §18 and c. 403, §7, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_37b14a1b_3036_4a43_8bf9_9d99da20][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__1469f6bb_527d_4b64_a450_c63d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__aeed3712_dd08_4dd0_8d7d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__62947654_f7a5_47d7_82]§3936.  Inspection and quarantine
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d7e46c93_3a78_431e_b9a1][bookmark: _PAR__10_9b127cca_a121_4fa9_a79f_7a6ddaf][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__35e34644_4752_40bc_9f4a_78b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f1a0103e_9bc6_4529_bd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d132e468_825c_42cf_a5a][bookmark: _PAR__1_8a4b3d7c_3353_4e6c_b02b_5fa4a6ee][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d84f142a_5733_4417_893]1.  Inspection and quarantine.  The commissioner, a state humane agent, a veterinarian employed by the State or a licensed veterinarian at the direction of the commissioner may, at any reasonable time, enter an animal shelter, kennel, boarding kennel, breeding kennel or pet shop a facility required to be licensed under this chapter and make examinations and conduct any recognized tests for the existence of contagious or infectious diseases or conditions.  If the animal shelter, kennel, boarding kennel, breeding kennel or pet shop a facility required to be licensed under this chapter is also used for human habitation, the person authorized to make examinations and conduct tests must be escorted by the owner, or the owner's agent, of the animal shelter, kennel, boarding kennel, breeding kennel or pet shop facility and the examinations and tests may be made only in those portions of the premises used as an animal shelter, kennel, boarding kennel, breeding kennel or pet shop a facility required to be licensed under this chapter.  The commissioner may inspect animal shelters, kennels, boarding kennels, breeding kennels and pet shops a facility required to be licensed under this chapter in accordance with the sanitation and health rules established by the department and for compliance with laws and rules, including licensing and permitting requirements, of the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife pertaining to wildlife importation and possession.  In conducting inspections, measures established by the department through rulemaking must be used to prevent the spread of infectious and contagious diseases.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are major substantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.  A veterinarian employed by the State or any licensed veterinarian may quarantine the animal shelter, kennel, boarding kennel, breeding kennel or pet shop a facility required to be licensed under this chapter, in person or by registered mail, and the quarantine must be maintained as long as the department determines necessary.  The decision and order for this quarantine is not considered a licensing or an adjudicatory proceeding as defined by the Maine Administrative Procedure Act.  The commissioner shall promptly notify the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife of violations.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__92694c95_62d4_4dcd_b1e3][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2e386b22_aa61_465a_b34e_b19][bookmark: _PAR__2_cea77146_1462_440b_9ecf_35b75d3c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3fd14346_ce03_43d0_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3a768acd_f4e1_4d80_8ad][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__2fdc04e6_b39e_4712_8fc]2.  Suspension of license.  The department may, in accordance with Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 5, revoke or suspend a kennel, boarding kennel, breeding kennel, animal shelter or pet shop license if a person maintaining the kennel, boarding kennel, breeding kennel, animal shelter or pet shop violates any quarantine or maintains animals contrary to the rules adopted by the department, fails to keep records required by the department or violates any provision of the laws or rules of the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife pertaining to wildlife importation and possession.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b0e21b91_50df_4258][bookmark: _PAR__3_2a845f47_77f5_48ae_b103_7f89c3ad][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3a3a8af7_a584_4876_95c6_a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c7d4b4e2_fdb1_40a1]Sec. 15.  7 MRSA §3936-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c81a63b3_849f_44f9_8fe9_14bdd33d][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__8ff3125e_b776_4236_9935_d077][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__85cdf755_85cb_420b_a72b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2fd3851c_c0ee_4ee1_a8]§3936-B.  Refuse to issue or renew, suspend or revoke license
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__71619c57_a457_495b_adc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1e64e43e_dd81_4afe_8308_2be8][bookmark: _PAR__5_1bb6ac90_60d6_4dc2_867d_8cb4739f]The department may, in accordance with Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 5, refuse to issue, refuse to renew, suspend or revoke the license of a facility required to be licensed under this chapter if a person maintaining the facility makes a material and deliberate misstatement in the application for a license or a license renewal under this chapter, violates any provision of this chapter or any rules adopted pursuant to this chapter, violates any quarantine, maintains animals in a manner contrary to any provision of the laws enforced by the department or rules adopted by the department, fails to keep records required by the department or violates any provision of the laws enforced by or rules adopted by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife pertaining to wildlife importation and possession.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5e06b436_4d3e_4c2f][bookmark: _PAR__6_3be785d2_4f37_4473_a0fd_c273a80f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__76f2eea4_96f1_458c_b9f3_0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8b52afcb_05d0_4ea8]Sec. 16.  7 MRSA §3938, as amended by PL 1993, c. 657, §36, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_52e45c14_15ec_4bcc_b116_5496b86f][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__78d504eb_9f50_413e_a97b_b893][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9231142f_05c8_4152_af46][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__af83190d_0f19_4d4c_b5]§3938.  Violation
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__83b1958c_efcd_485c_ad1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a935f6a5_aa31_4fc8_88c6_de9b][bookmark: _PAR__8_94763012_c84f_4c80_8449_c8a911bc]A person maintaining an animal shelter, boarding kennel, breeding kennel or pet shop a facility required to be licensed under this chapter without having obtained a license, or after a license has been revoked or suspended, commits a civil violation for which a forfeiture of not less than $50 nor more than $200 a day may be adjudged.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__e59db655_394f_45ba][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__9c8fae97_e14c_4f3c_ab93_b][bookmark: _PAR__9_183e647f_328a_4960_9e7f_690948a6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c42c0c1e_157d_4faf]Sec. 17.  7 MRSA §3944, as amended by PL 1997, c. 690, §27, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__99df7a64_2c9d_4ab8_a823_d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f93f198e_feeb_4d96][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6f0cc0be_97ca_413e_969d_90][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__eca00a4d_5aa0_403d]Sec. 18.  7 MRSA §3950-A, sub-§1, ¶E, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 452, Pt. B, §21 and affected by Pt. X, §2, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__672822a8_121e_4bed][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8e32265b_de9f_422d_9d07_f][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__bad7ff4d_77c1_4966_954e_56][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f1e27d25_f7ce_49f1]Sec. 19.  7 MRSA §3950-A, sub-§1, ¶F, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 452, Pt. B, §21 and affected by Pt. X, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0a2a59f7_f51a_4f51_9351][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7d4c9b9c_ed7c_41dd_b182_4d0e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__46f7632b_2559_4c5b_8c9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1c6b3991_b426_4002_81e][bookmark: _REV__af5ba096_1b21_4cc4_a686_d3e8a25ada][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1a7050e9_2195_4930_9c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__39281cd0_ce39_415c_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0cd295c3_c9e5_438a_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6bbe1ed0_f195_4820_8d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f5ef46e5_f7b3_42d5_90][bookmark: _REV__ee06cdc3_57dc_4017_85a3_6abe7032a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5e344697_7b62_44b2_bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8ed38040_a985_4175_84][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__701f98d4_383b_42e6_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b5c6e5c9_6087_4483_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2ea63cf4_31cc_4be6_b6]F.  Chapter 727.; or
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__83baa1d8_fc79_422c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b987d372_dbe5_4d89_aab4_7][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e9653b06_5afb_4733_b926_c7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__113b94f4_4cf1_4538]Sec. 20.  7 MRSA §3950-A, sub-§1, ¶G is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__83ab4b7a_4a10_4c0a_8cca][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7e0c4ac1_8e77_4d8c_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a29b39e9_b664_42a3_b2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a7ea4faa_862a_45b0_9d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e1b194be_fa30_4993_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f40a62b5_e939_4e3a_ab][bookmark: _REV__c018b2c0_906e_4a6e_855e_1d6792032f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b3348c72_021a_4180_b90e_a055][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b7dbbf81_283e_424b_967]G.  Chapter 723.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b48674f3_ab5c_464a_96f5_d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__5f8c295b_c41e_4bfa][bookmark: _PAR__10_f8ad9e52_7dc3_48a9_b653_512f3c1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d9685381_0f25_4360]Sec. 21.  17 MRSA §1011, sub-§8-A, as amended by PL 2011, c. 100, §17, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__681c5af7_8a3f_40dd_a90e][bookmark: _PAR__11_e608ce39_d520_4fab_97ba_605ebd5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__32e18828_e41a_47c8_8f45_141][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__89834d1f_6c43_455a_9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4cf52a0e_6500_4dd2_9b9][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__1cdb13e3_3ed2_4c95_b22][bookmark: _PAR__1_1d0fc5b8_5444_4aa7_b0d5_1a96732e]8-A.  Breeding kennel.  "Breeding kennel" means a location where 5 or more adult female dogs or cats capable of breeding are kept and some or all of the offspring are offered for sale, sold or exchanged for value or a location where more than 16 dogs or cats raised on the premises are sold to the public in a 12-month period. "Breeding kennel" does not include a kennel licensed by a municipality under Title 7, section 3923‑C 3932-B when the dogs are kept primarily for hunting, show, training, sledding, competition, field trials or exhibition purposes and not more than 16 dogs are offered for sale, sold or exchanged for value within a 12-month period.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__4f3cfbae_7052][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__3016f66c_d87b_46f8_a0cf_c9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__51743e2a_f5dd_44ec]Sec. 22.  Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry report.  The Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall provide annual reports, no later than January 15th in 2026, 2027 and 2028, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over animal welfare matters on the transfer of the issuance of kennel licenses from municipalities to the department pursuant to this Act.  The joint standing committee may submit legislation relating to the subject matter of the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature, to the 133rd Legislature in 2027 and to the Second Regular Session of the 133rd Legislature.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__c8e95f27_8563_4da5_81cd][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__00958197_d836_4a0f_82d4_63][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__538e9f9d_7a69_4b72]Sec. 23.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY, DEPARTMENT OF
Animal Welfare Fund 0946
Initiative: Provides allocations to allow expenditures related to the administration of the Animal Welfare Act.
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2025-26
	2026-27

	All Other
	$21,577
	$21,577

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	$21,577
	$21,577
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