132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Make Small Plug-in Solar Generation Devices Accessible for All Maine Residents to Address the Energy Affordability Crisis
L.D. 1730
An Act to Make Small Plug-in Solar Generation Devices Accessible for All Maine Residents to Address the Energy Affordability Crisis

STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-SIX
_____
S.P. 676 - L.D. 1730
An Act to Make Small Plug-in Solar Generation Devices Accessible for All Maine Residents to Address the Energy Affordability Crisis
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__b1f3204c_020c_4607_905][bookmark: _PAR__1_e7465094_edf3_406f_9d93_2d29a7e7][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__f1d5beb8_176a_4d10_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a3de07ac_3ae3_4d45][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a8003f56_1f06_4bdf_9c26_8][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__bece3d9b_0589_43f0_b022_96][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__298bf9a7_73e8_4f21_a5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6de7c6e0_3fac_4830]Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3475 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _REV__9109d55d_75a1_4a81_86ed_aebc9e81b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3247e747_8c56_4185_a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__68c1f777_1cf1_418e_bf9c_7204][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__96851b71_ecc9_4106_a269][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bee6d43f_bf56_48c2_80]§3475.  Plug-in photovoltaic and battery systems
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__06050ac9_2993_43eb_a17b][bookmark: _REV__a35804ec_0eed_4b56_89cf_68239d10e0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3b601849_4179_4b3c_9d1e_f54][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__22d2bcc1_b7bf_4d31_9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__40a033eb_5796_4e1e_835]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a1ed749e_1145_4153_b584][bookmark: _REV__3511e01a_f0aa_40fd_8cfc_0401732e85][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__73d5ccd6_7b6f_4189_9275_1072][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__233ab894_803e_47e8_bd7]A.  "Eligible system" means a plug-in photovoltaic system or plug-in battery system with an export capacity of 1,200 watts or less that is: 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__c6040c82_1a90_46cb_bb7e_d2f][bookmark: _REV__ab82e81a_58ab_448a_99f0_99da4c89c5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d0aee4bf_ba1b_483a_91e7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cc8df5eb_a752_4624_b36][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__4981ce04_9ed3_44ca_ac38](1)  Listed or certified in accordance with UL 3700, the Outline of Investigation for Interactive Plug-in Photovoltaic Equipment and Systems, and any other applicable standards developed by UL LLC, formerly known as Underwriters Laboratories, or the National Electrical Code specific to plug-in photovoltaic systems and plug-in battery systems;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a285efd1_0681_413a_b8e5_d75][bookmark: _REV__29cc55d1_506b_4da2_b60c_8e5abe28e3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fdf41e72_accb_4066_b1ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1e15ff93_ff88_4b53_90a](2)  Listed or certified in accordance with a standard comparable to UL 3700 from a nationally recognized testing laboratory; or
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a0d178f7_22ba_4a33_90b0_20][bookmark: _REV__2e33052c_019a_44c1_aae7_d2132072d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__60cebd4c_625d_43e8_a578_046][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c3090463_5427_408b_b122][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b9089b71_297b_4562_b82](3)  Configured in accordance with the National Electrical Code that is adopted by rule by the Electricians' Examining Board, established in Title 5, section 12004‑A, subsection 13.
[bookmark: _REV__17d9ba82_1a55_43d6_aca9_0eea6eb181][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__599e7991_c226_42ae_9e3b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__97dad2b9_0584_41df_84e1_ee48][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3e2fbddc_247b_491b_888]B.  "Interconnection agreement" means an agreement between a person and a transmission and distribution utility governing the connection of an interconnecting generating facility to the transmission and distribution utility's system and the ongoing operation of the interconnecting generating facility after it is connected to the system. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e03429a7_fe77_4a46_b535][bookmark: _REV__bdd492c4_7266_4842_8cbb_fbf68de1e8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4731c2eb_65e8_4ceb_872b_b7e3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__68729ffa_fd08_4723_893]C. "Plug-in battery system" means an alternating current-coupled energy storage device that:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e6309451_01a0_4f2e_bf4b_658][bookmark: _REV__7ef24bc7_3cbd_48df_b378_ad654e91d7][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__db53843c_821f_42d4_8168][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3ca5bb20_1baf_4558_8b8](1)  Connects to a retail electricity customer's electrical system wiring through a standard electrical outlet;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e032c351_11c1_45be_8f52_a6a][bookmark: _REV__8ad269e6_69ce_424a_85ac_48f141fcd8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2dc0177a_b3eb_40ac_8692][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d7af05fa_b6a7_4253_a65](2)  Is capable of charging from or discharging to the electrical system to which it is connected independently of any photovoltaic system; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__eb84446e_88fa_46e9_a72f_b24][bookmark: _REV__fcc09d2b_86a2_44ef_80d4_bcf6b2c508][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e883369d_4736_462f_8d34][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7d09fabe_88cc_42b5_bd7](3)  Is intended to offset on-site electricity consumption by the retail electricity customer, perform energy arbitrage or participate in grid-support operations.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c4a1e1cc_063e_40dd_b417][bookmark: _REV__c326a3e7_2c68_49c7_a3d8_5b3d1eca19][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__818a2f44_43b9_4ce8_ad73_dc7a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cff7104c_d41f_425f_bc5]D.  "Plug-in photovoltaic system" means a photovoltaic generation device that:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__d87b10ea_b3a9_46c0_b078_db1][bookmark: _REV__0c00fb9b_7048_4eb7_81cb_77e1c5d156][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b3b3a1b7_d513_4091_a24c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ca07fc5a_81cb_4338_849][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__2a7ed0e3_369d_4f2a_a83d][bookmark: _REV__d07d8f30_e70d_4524_87b4_50d923ef0e][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__163958ad_57d6_42b1_bc34][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__f9088b35_444a_455d_a835](1)  Connects to a retail customer's electrical system wiring through a standard electrical outlet in a manner that is consistent with the requirements of interconnected electric power sources established in the National Electrical Code that is adopted by rule by the Electricians' Examining Board, established in Title 5, section 12004-A, subsection 13;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__5886e167_15ac_4741_890e_44e][bookmark: _REV__288fda2e_eb21_407d_9b25_89f390050b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c0551dd1_11f5_48ec_ae6b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5b4f4d15_89c3_4daf_89c](2)  Is intended primarily to offset part of the retail electricity customer's electricity consumption; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__2b72a27f_edaf_4328_b274_93d][bookmark: _REV__3b7d25cd_5000_4e73_86b5_476d080c9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f6aee2b6_5efe_4fa3_b29d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__24130432_f3d4_497e_a19](3)  Uses inverters that are configured to shut off after 0.2 seconds if power is disrupted.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__facc03d2_f336_46df_9317][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__793b8152_2552_4857_9a5e_82e][bookmark: _REV__8afde581_1dc7_4792_a161_c131c68a9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__51710c81_af2e_4cdf_8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1e07af99_d303_4cfe_b24]2.  Authorization.  Subject to the requirements of this section, a retail electricity customer may install and operate one or more eligible systems at the customer's service address for the purpose of offsetting on-site electricity consumption.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__16dcfd10_05a3_47e0_b5bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f4a1245c_a228_46f7_824f_565][bookmark: _REV__f25250ac_1cf8_40ea_86f2_2f3879f462][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__afede625_87fb_4ce7_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__575e2166_3498_4f10_8d4]3.  Capacity limitations.  A retail electricity customer may install and operate one or more eligible systems with a combined inverter output of up to 420 watts, measured in alternating current, per service address. A retail electricity customer may install and operate plug-in photovoltaic systems and plug-in battery systems with combined inverter output exceeding 420 watts, but no more than 1,200 watts, per service address, as long as each system is installed by an electrician licensed in the State and uses a dedicated circuit with a single outlet and the customer complies with the notification requirement in subsection 5.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a7201a82_99c3_4dcf_bae4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cbdeaa06_8113_452d_8d52_967][bookmark: _REV__a4b59805_474a_4cc6_9e36_f6ce0ac483][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f477a74e_81ec_4d8f_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d2c3690f_dee7_4c71_bae]4.  Net energy billing; prohibition.  An eligible system installed and operated in accordance with the requirements of this section may not be used for net energy billing pursuant to sections 3209-A and 3209-B.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__62f45ba2_087e_4243_a492][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0fe3909c_7985_4e31_8412_8fb][bookmark: _REV__919860d3_f08d_463a_b0b5_a96eabdda2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1335eaef_2bfc_4842_96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2d1313cf_2240_4caf_936]5.  Notification for output exceeding 420 watts.  A retail electricity customer that installs an eligible system in accordance with subsection 3 shall provide a notification to the transmission and distribution utility in whose service territory the eligible system is installed in a form prescribed by the commission within 30 days of installation. The notification must include, but is not limited to, the retail customer's service address, the inverter capacity of the eligible system and a statement that the retail electricity customer is in compliance with the requirements of this section. A transmission and distribution utility may not deny the installation of an eligible system that complies with the requirements of this section.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f4da9b5a_b733_414c_bf7f][bookmark: _REV__6e0fb329_4b65_434f_8084_a08cb80d96][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cc0da94a_eb73_462d_983e_a32][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9f0f955b_e4d4_461d_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4728be60_4ae3_4cdb_920]6.  Prohibitions.  A transmission and distribution utility may not require a retail electricity customer that installs or operates an eligible system in accordance with the requirements of this section to:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cded6255_1482_431d_ac9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7cfe0723_c197_466a_b7c1_b0f2][bookmark: _REV__20097f7d_467d_4fd5_b6a8_0bbfc98892][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dad58d58_b663_4da5_a93]A.  Obtain approval from the transmission and distribution utility prior to installation or operation;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7f1ed55f_ed32_4421_ba3d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b05a1ba8_5a58_44ee_825f_bf1f][bookmark: _REV__287b1c62_0bb6_4b43_953c_c945f0bd2f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__56f4be64_edab_4827_97a]B.  Submit an interconnection application, execute an interconnection agreement or undergo an interconnection study in connection with the eligible system;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6d17f834_530e_47cc_a70b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f542e4de_85cf_45ed_addb_e676][bookmark: _REV__099f1be8_fdd3_4b8f_bb03_0594648c5f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4e5dc02b_7863_4971_bbc]C.  Pay any fee or charge to the transmission and distribution utility related to the eligible system; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cc101191_2474_4b88_98be][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__aca5ca69_f575_4185_88a9_00a2][bookmark: _REV__ea8f014e_bf99_4160_bc1e_ada1499ed9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c5e2f1d9_4bfd_4847_b9d]D.  Install additional controls or equipment beyond what is integrated into the eligible system.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d39994b8_6897_43d4_a60d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a41fe413_785a_4d3c_bb29_aaf][bookmark: _REV__1bd00b47_61a0_426e_a337_719dc38505][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9fdf99aa_5f7d_40bf_af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__36126c27_142b_4308_875]7.  Liability.  A transmission and distribution utility is not liable for any damage or injury caused by the installation or operation of an eligible system by a retail electricity customer in accordance with this section.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c8f28eea_5b58_4831_aaa3][bookmark: _REV__472943a6_b129_4b7d_92e2_9350804a98][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e8893056_0c7a_4d00_a417_240][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3b6bcde2_531d_4137_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__41c9c745_4ce8_47c8_af9]8.  Structural and code compliance; installation or removal.  A retail electricity customer that installs or operates an eligible system on or in a structure the customer does not own shall ensure that the installation or operation does not compromise the integrity of the structure or violate any state or local building, fire or zoning codes. Upon removal of an eligible system from a structure the customer does not own, the customer shall restore the structure to its condition prior to the installation.
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