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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-SIX
_____
S.P. 648 - L.D. 1640
An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Gagetown Harmful Chemical Study Commission and to Reestablish the Gagetown Harmful Chemical Study Commission
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__de722d8d_7061_4441_9c1][bookmark: _PAR__6_9d8704da_47ae_47eb_b7cd_c55044fd][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__db2ce1db_28e3_4330_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__da038937_e70b_4257][bookmark: _PAR__7_7dce5155_c5d0_4fcc_a0d0_d4e5372c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__4b6690e1_5dce_4956_ba2d_1][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__7f3c1344_d8e9_4373_97][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b939653d_18e8_47bc]Sec. 1.  37-B MRSA §518 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_936f730a_1d02_4e60_9d4d_bae78a9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__343a785b_05a6_4ac9_b42c_b08a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c6f82581_a2ce_451a_865c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2c2184b6_b135_4323_88]§518.  Base Gagetown Training Registry
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__07129a0e_a461_4f12_9562][bookmark: _PAR__9_7df5fea1_0659_4e37_b4b2_9c71a723][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4dfc7d91_a09f_4139_8ace_419][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a9d51dcf_957d_400d_a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__683f7d5f_bc35_4d2a_866]1.  Registry.  The bureau shall establish the Base Gagetown Training Registry, referred to in this section as "the registry," to collect and maintain data related to military service and health conditions from individuals who voluntarily provide such data and who trained at the Canadian military support base in Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada, referred to in this section as "Base Gagetown," as a member of the United States Armed Forces, as a member of the reserve component of the United States Armed Forces or as a member of the National Guard of any state and who are residents of this State or were residents of this State at the time of training. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d2803b91_3c55_4b2b_a0e2_25f4][bookmark: _PAR__10_6817cfdb_9b59_4754_a30e_2707ea8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eaf04900_5091_4c3a_873]The bureau shall use the registry to support education and outreach efforts as described in subsection 3 for issues directly related to the individuals described in this subsection and may use the data collected and maintained pursuant to this subsection to conduct, either within the bureau or through a contract with a public or private entity, research related to the effects of chemical exposure on human health. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0bf131f7_7b1c_4dbd_a898][bookmark: _PAR__11_1f32e35f_2147_4cfe_bb9d_5d5568d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e0997f9f_8ac5_4b1a_8908_ffa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fd043eac_a0d7_4bee_9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fd35ba28_53cb_4970_a5d]2.  Data collection.  To the extent possible, the bureau shall include in the registry the following types of data for individuals described in subsection 1:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__de8ae739_e9ec_41f9_834e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__58edf300_7940_4707_8b2d_d623][bookmark: _PAR__12_989509b0_cb2c_4d04_8c48_3ac1030][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8334d1ed_8412_4e4e_bc4]A.  Complete name used while in military service;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5c82a284_6260_471c_b6c5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__70b54b0c_24dd_4cee_ac1c_d641][bookmark: _PAR__13_a6e9a176_1779_4295_86ff_f5144bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__577b8fff_b6da_452d_9d5]B.  Date of birth;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__accf266a_7e39_4242_9e08][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8209805b_6de7_4116_8575_3cf7][bookmark: _PAR__14_cc2474cd_9f55_47ea_ae38_67e7da0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3c127c67_0b19_452f_882]C.  Dates of military service;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2d23109c_e585_450f_b412][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1438917a_f15e_43ca_bc49_d7d4][bookmark: _PAR__15_574313f6_de8d_41f9_aac0_3651099][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__44a57e2e_2167_4d1e_b93]D.  Branch of service and all unit assignments;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d683c419_b6b8_473b_bf9d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b9697e74_14d8_451a_ba15_2fc3][bookmark: _PAR__16_ce2363fd_5131_4200_b4a6_b30551d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c1b804fe_e74e_446a_b96]E.  Military occupational specialty;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__63859abe_a6da_492e_ad72][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__609df112_d6ea_415d_915f_9390][bookmark: _PAR__17_a79e1f41_a07b_4c1a_b66c_43d47fa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9643b05b_7b76_49f8_ba8]F.  Dates during military service when the individual trained at Base Gagetown;  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__767a8ccf_d724_4641_9bdf][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__59e04cff_265c_4829_a6f4_acaa][bookmark: _PAR__1_92ac5c43_60ba_482a_bb1b_7e0266f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c2c02742_a710_41da_85c]G.  Self-reported health conditions or diagnoses; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__46c7fa6e_ff6d_4072_afdd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2d03d018_1d37_43c1_96b1_fde2][bookmark: _PAR__2_c46e3f27_9047_48f6_b9ac_66907bd9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7ac155ad_3917_4d9f_bee]H.  Cause of death, if applicable; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__69dcd9b6_29b1_4d73_a441][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4579990a_d3c1_4c38_b447_8fd8][bookmark: _PAR__3_08bf1749_4450_4bcb_8927_1fab2460][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b2fb05cf_d822_4d19_b05]I.  Any additional information as determined by the bureau to support the goals of the registry.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__35c9928f_2b24_4987_8ab6_4f82][bookmark: _PAR__4_fd4c09b2_4e36_40ff_a61d_1b049007][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fb73b8b4_2ec4_4459_8d1]In the event that an individual is deceased, the individual's next of kin may provide the data for inclusion in the registry. The bureau shall also include any information in any existing data source created within the bureau related to Base Gagetown in the registry and in conducting education and outreach as described in subsection 3.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d0337f65_8ca5_4bdf_85d3][bookmark: _PAR__5_3dd91efe_1675_446b_bb47_ff13559a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e6d19082_2ab9_4c35_a32d_afe][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__dd0b6583_f1a9_4a0e_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__870da4f7_3f75_4eae_ab0]3.  Education and outreach.  The bureau shall make all reasonable efforts to identify eligible individuals for inclusion in the registry. These efforts must include the bureau's contacting any individual who previously provided information to the bureau related to the individual's military training at Base Gagetown regarding the registry under subsection 1 and offering the individual the opportunity to provide new or additional information to the bureau for inclusion in the registry.  The bureau shall also work with existing veterans' service organizations, local medical centers operated by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, the Maine Veterans' Homes and other veterans' programs or organizations in the State in order to increase awareness of the registry and the bureau's work, including information on how to submit data for inclusion in the registry. The bureau shall also work with the Maine National Guard in order to identify and share information regarding the registry with individuals who are current members of the Maine National Guard and who may have trained at or will train in the future at Base Gagetown. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b73df774_d39a_434f_8b89_dbca][bookmark: _PAR__6_47b1f977_5876_456b_a4fd_af639aa0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d429592c_524c_42b0_919]The bureau may also contact another state's bureau of veterans' services or National Guard in order to identify other National Guard units that may have members who are affected by exposure to chemicals at Base Gagetown.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__42eb61cd_c8e9_4b6c_a61d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7c3e2ea8_b509_4858_a01a_69e][bookmark: _PAR__7_f2dbd209_2c4f_4043_8145_45bdd976][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9591b7d7_15ad_41e3_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__661c286b_7a4f_4988_851]4.  Confidentiality.  All data within the registry under this section is confidential. Disclosure of the data may be made only with the written consent of the individual who is the subject of the data, or if that individual is deceased, the individual's next of kin and only to a public or private entity, including the bureau, engaged in research related to the effects of chemical exposure on human health.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3a3ba715_701a_4740_a774][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4209321c_b22d_4101_9379_025][bookmark: _PAR__8_b65f9bf2_1a3c_41ba_a240_3c7f476a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1c0b3eeb_2fc2_4135_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4156b856_b605_4dce_994]5.  Report.  The director shall submit annually by February 15th to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over veterans affairs a report regarding the status of the registry and information related to education and outreach efforts pursuant to subsection 3, including outreach efforts with other states; any obstacles to data collection or data verification; and any recommended next steps regarding the registry or the use of data collected as a part of the registry. The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over veterans affairs may report out a bill related to the report during the legislative session in which the report is received.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_d16c6615_4ae8_4a93_a54f_470c79c2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__b1d07b1b_38d7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5df1cd7e_ee3a_42d5]Sec. 2.  Gagetown Harmful Chemical Study Commission reestablished.  The Gagetown Harmful Chemical Study Commission, referred to in this section as "the study commission," is established.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_d4bd84ad_b883_44fc_b33a_0cf679e]1.  Notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the study commission consists of 12 members appointed as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__1_e2c14794_0777_4e95_852a_06532a97]A.  Two members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, including members from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__2_6a0c92a0_21bc_4a88_8606_f728ec8f]B.  Two members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, including members from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_4c2dbb9d_3984_4dcc_84ca_b92c3912]C.  Two members who represent veterans' advocacy organizations, one appointed by the President of the Senate and one appointed by the Speaker of the House;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_f381b386_5e95_4ef8_912b_1483613c]D.  One member who is a family member of a veteran who served at the Canadian military support base in Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e5fa03f9_9695_4bd3_b9ce_dfc1a7fe]E.  One member with expertise processing veterans' claims for benefits related to military service-related exposure to harmful chemicals, appointed by the Speaker of the House; 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_9ec68bf7_bac6_449f_a486_95096ccc]F.  Two members who served at the Canadian military support base in Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada and were exposed to harmful chemicals during their military service, one appointed by the President of the Senate and one appointed by the Speaker of the House; and
[bookmark: _PAR__7_21a3186c_26a9_4e41_9059_1e38244f]G.  Two members with expertise in chemical engineering, environmental science or human health and who have experience in those fields related to the effects of hazardous chemicals on the environment or on human health, one appointed by the President of the Senate and one appointed by the Speaker of the House.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_5e1088ed_461a_4063_bb95_f512b9e5]2.  The first-named Senate member is the Senate chair and the first-named House of Representatives member is the House chair of the study commission.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_fede068f_5d38_462b_8864_b927cf11]3.  All appointments must be made no later than 30 days following the effective date of this Act. To the extent possible, members appointed to the study commission must be the same as members appointed to the study commission pursuant to Resolve 2023, chapter 95.  The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been completed.  After appointment of all members, the chairs shall call and convene the first meeting of the study commission.  If 30 days or more after the effective date of this Act a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chairs may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the study commission to meet and conduct its business.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_7fef110a_bd8a_4399_b934_13137aa]4.  The study commission shall study the effects of exposure to harmful chemicals on individuals who trained at the Canadian military support base in Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada as a member of the United States Armed Forces, as a member of the reserve component of the United States Armed Forces or as a member of the National Guard of any state.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_172d76ab_192d_402f_9198_43c8f54][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__6c8b24e0_855b_40a0_a476][bookmark: _REV__fb2815c1_792d_493c_982c_e8674cc471][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__388a4469_769a_4dda_bd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__827502cb_1dec_484b_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__41ecde15_c196_4e8f_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7b3e752c_ca76_429d_93]5.  The study commission may request information it determines necessary to complete the study under subsection 4 from the United States Department of Defense and other federal agencies. 
[bookmark: _PAR__1_23dc82e5_5499_4e87_8c49_9a5caf1c]6.  Notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the Legislative Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the study commission, except that Legislative Council staff support is not authorized when the Legislature is in regular or special session.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_27b66e4e_cd09_4e32_91be_b58786bb][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__d7cbd5a4_21ff_48b5_bd83][bookmark: _REV__68870779_058f_4a6a_8ec9_123a7a26ea][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__1b0826c6_893e_4743_896a][bookmark: _REV__38d357e3_418a_49ec_9c3b_ec2a7cbb8b]7.  No later than November 4, 2026, the study commission shall submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, for presentation to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over veterans affairs.  The committee may report out a bill based on the recommendations to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__3f0e6d06_7d99_48fd_ba8c][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__478b80eb_7adf_4e33_abb8_11][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c7ba167f_ff07_458f]Sec. 3.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
DEFENSE, VETERANS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, DEPARTMENT OF
Veterans Services 0110
Initiative: Provides one-time funding for consulting costs to create the Base Gagetown Training Registry, which will collect and maintain data related to military service and health conditions from individuals who report this data and trained at the Canadian military support base in Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada.  The fund does not lapse but must be carried forward to be used for the purpose for which the fund was appropriated.
	GENERAL FUND
	2025-26
	2026-27

	All Other
	$0
	$250,000

	 
	__________
	__________

	GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	$0
	$250,000
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