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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-THREE
_____
S.P. 642 - L.D. 1625
An Act to Update Criminal Indictment Procedures and Expand the Provision of Counsel to Certain Indigent Defendants
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__2e083965_8196_420a_bf2][bookmark: _PAR__1_9c3f8170_860e_4067_887c_bd521959][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__fe2b244f_efc6_4604_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__bddf9103_5fa6_40f3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8fd7cf48_6167_4731_9a09_d][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0f3377b6_dde9_4eee_b6d0_54][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__029f88d1_45d2_4428_90][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2bd84f03_15d8_4d72]Sec. 1.  15 MRSA §810, as amended by P&SL 1975, c. 147, Pt. C, §14, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _REV__578e2968_f543_4ac3_a844_b1df8906f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__7dbd284f_6543_4bfe_96d7_11c9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8a28f2f4_05dc_4d4f_b03d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8578dd70_0b6c_4e8e_9d]§810.  Copy of indictment furnished; assignment of counsel
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__54b0c296_80d0_42fc_a2f6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e01020c6_31bf_48b8_ba0b_30b][bookmark: _REV__5b89b054_6598_4bf7_bc94_601d882a7a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ff10c0cc_bb6d_4ec3_87][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4a2740e4_620a_4f6e_aa0]1.  Copy of indictment furnished.  The clerk shall, without charge, furnish to any person indicted for a crime a copy of the indictment unless the indictment is sealed.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__735cb3f7_b0c8_475c_a98d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a82dba44_83f5_4a0a_801e_aa7][bookmark: _REV__824d40b1_7887_4c64_a261_a51e5229fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bd848015_3a3b_473c_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c8fd5907_7c90_4ab6_94f]2.  Assignment of counsel before arraignment.  Before arraignment, competent defense counsel must be assigned by the court unless waived by the accused after being fully advised of the accused's rights by the court if the court determines that the accused is indigent and the accused is charged with murder or a Class A, B or C crime, except when the accused has not had an initial appearance on the complaint.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e2b07c71_9e08_4142_8ceb][bookmark: _REV__0c327bc5_f86e_47e7_8063_1f7c662ce6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e3634642_1189_4396_ae7c_bfd][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__abb8aa4f_364e_4402_b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__61fc00a1_7378_49b8_aa7]3.  Assignment of counsel at arraignment.  Competent defense counsel must be assigned by the court unless waived by the accused after being fully advised of the accused's rights by the court if the court determines that the accused is indigent and that:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7e4b5478_5b91_4378_893a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1889dd61_d059_4ebf_8fcc_e318][bookmark: _REV__fa4d516e_9f4e_4c88_b8d4_8008e96d30][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7228125d_8ff5_4c12_bed]A.  There is a risk upon conviction that the accused may be sentenced to a term of imprisonment;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9820773f_346d_4646_94dd][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__af618fcd_9d40_4aa7_8639_e060][bookmark: _REV__933a5d5f_951c_49f9_89b1_039bf4f404][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e308a3a7_4b3e_46f9_966]B.  The accused has a physical, mental or emotional disability preventing the accused from fairly participating in the criminal proceeding without counsel; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1f4ca9c5_1f11_412f_9f4d][bookmark: _REV__c4c5e2b9_4c7d_495f_8b80_f91780818a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1848a526_9e22_4cd0_b398_6884][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f2065457_01df_4502_b6e]C.  The accused is a noncitizen for whom the criminal proceeding poses a risk of adverse immigration consequences.
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