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An Act to Require the State to Notify Indian Tribes and Indian Nations When New Laws Are Enacted That Need to Be Certified
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__0d1d484a_b5d3_458d_85e][bookmark: _PAR__1_7028465f_7066_4520_9af9_35ee6987][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__5ee46a88_92a9_4531_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__642e8b11_9374_4d7d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__48aaf794_4daa_4de8_aee6_1][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__385f587b_2c40_4f62_9c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5dc85c3c_b1dd_42ad]Sec. A-1.  3 MRSA §601, as amended by PL 1989, c. 148, §§1 and 4 and affected by PL 2023, c. 369, Pt. A, §§2 and 5, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _REV__38ac272e_3cd7_4b67_9691_934e516377][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__d8c71a91_372f_4b01_8f6e_7c77][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2ddfcd9a_a0de_48dd_a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4a63ae41_958d_46a2_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e48d887a_810f_4f5c_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c6e4acfb_f829_4818_8d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2136fa9b_9275_4d95_a8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__637e22ac_9912_42e1_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0d2a8dc4_40eb_4aba_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__17c10836_c508_42e9_8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__19f580d9_06be_49c0_9b57][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1f18c1cb_0d99_4d4f_82]§601.  Approval of legislation
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1c97db5d_7b21_4828_81a2_5f8f][bookmark: _REV__f7c4f107_a723_4329_bd0c_5ab30a7b20][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__04465649_8fac_4510_8a1]This section applies when the agreement of an Indian tribe, nation or band to state legislation is required by the federal Maine Indian Claims Settlement Act of 1980, Public Law 96-420, formerly codified at 25 United States Code, Section 1725(e); the federal Aroostook Band of Micmacs Settlement Act, Public Law 102-171; or other act of Congress.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8d1576e7_72f0_437a_a59b][bookmark: _REV__a4d6aaca_514f_455f_88c4_48daa670fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9b598b4a_a6ce_42d2_bd65_190][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__88fbe3cb_a5bd_4e3b_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4bcb9e8f_9f04_424b_896]2.  Deadline for certifying agreement.  The legislation must expressly provide that it will not take effect, in whole or in part, unless each Indian tribe, nation or band whose agreement is required by federal law certifies its agreement to the legislation.  Any deadline included in the legislation for the Indian tribe, nation or band to transmit the certification of its agreement to the legislation to the Secretary of State in accordance with subsection 4 may not be less than 120 days after final adjournment of the legislative session during which the legislation was enacted.  For purposes of this section, legislation is enacted on the date that the Governor signs the legislation, the date that the unsigned legislation has the same force and effect pursuant to the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, Part Third, Section 2 as if the Governor had signed it or the date that the Governor's veto of the legislation is overridden.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__473f492b_4e8a_48c0_aa75][bookmark: _REV__b72241d1_9b71_43b4_8e97_7c6f0cb520][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6b8ee6b3_f3ca_403f_8056_9b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8cd92ee0_e47c_40b3_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__69de7378_2132_48da_9bc]3.  Notice.  Within 15 business days after final adjournment of a legislative session, the Secretary of State shall notify the chief or chiefs of an Indian tribe, nation or band, or the person designated by the chief or chiefs pursuant to section 602 or 603, of each item of legislation enacted during the legislative session for which the certification of the agreement of the Indian tribe, nation or band is required by federal law.  The notice must inform the chief or the chief's designee of the deadline, if any, set forth in the legislation for transmittal of the certification of the agreement of the Indian tribe, nation or band in accordance with subsection 4.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6d935d6b_8c84_4e60_b761_d750][bookmark: _REV__9bed62d1_2792_4c9f_a677_244134cc71][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0e2567d2_6aa5_4b02_be4]Between 60 and 75 business days after final adjournment of a legislative session, the Secretary of State shall send a 2nd notice to the person to whom the Secretary of State sent an initial notice under this subsection identifying each item of legislation for which the certification of the agreement of the Indian tribe, nation or band is required by federal law but has not been received. The notice must inform the person of the deadline, if any, set forth in each item of legislation for transmittal of the certification of the agreement of the Indian tribe, nation or band in accordance with subsection 4.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3293b52e_cba5_4969_919b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__baa7101c_a433_487c_b424_3cb][bookmark: _REV__77fd7270_0883_48bd_9425_aecfabe91b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__060d5373_c110_4328_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0a46e0fe_61ae_4a83_9c1]4.  Certification of agreement.  The chief or chiefs of an Indian tribe, nation or band whose agreement is required by federal law, or the person designated by the chief or chiefs pursuant to section 602 or 603, may certify the agreement of the Indian tribe, nation or band to the legislation in writing to the Secretary of State.  The certification must state the date and manner in which the Indian tribe, nation or band agreed to the legislation and is prima facie evidence of agreement if submitted in accordance with the requirements of this subsection and within the transmittal deadline, if any, established in accordance with subsection 2.  The Secretary of State shall transmit certified copies of the certification of agreement to the Secretary of the Senate, the Clerk of the House of Representatives and the Revisor of Statutes.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__61522030_49cd_4aa0_a1ce_79e3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d25ea08b_e7f7_4fad_a82][bookmark: _REV__69aed7da_12b4_496d_8582_7cf7a9a5b0]The Chief of the Penobscot Nation and the Chief of the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians may each designate, and the Chief of the Passamaquoddy Tribe at Sipayik and the Chief of the Passamaquoddy Tribe at Motahkomikuk may jointly designate, by name and title, a person to whom the Secretary of State must send any notices required under section 601, subsection 3 and who is authorized to certify an agreement to legislation in accordance with section 601, subsection 4. The designation, if any, must be in writing and filed with the Secretary of State.  The Secretary of State shall transmit certified copies of each designation to the Secretary of the Senate, the Clerk of the House of Representatives and the Revisor of Statutes.  A designation remains in effect until the Chief of the Penobscot Nation or the Chief of the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians rescinds the designation or makes a new designation or until the Chief of the Passamaquoddy Tribe at Sipayik and the Chief of the Passamaquoddy Tribe at Motahkomikuk jointly rescind the designation or jointly make a new designation.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__29d5d944_6df9_4a3b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__bd3c051e_64be_401f_a957_e][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__e03b810c_3ba4_418e_81][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__18cf9e00_8347_45cf]Sec. A-3.  3 MRSA §603, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 148, §§2 and 4 and amended by PL 2023, c. 369, Pt. A, §4 and affected by c. 369, Pt. A, §§2 and 5, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4a5dd111_2220_44a8_bef][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__23e631f3_21c9_42cb_8c3c_5fb7][bookmark: _REV__bed4c4f9_b09f_47c1_83bb_dbfb1c15d0]The Chief of the Mi'kmaq Nation may designate, by name and title, a person to whom the Secretary of State must send any notices required under section 601, subsection 3 and who is authorized to certify an agreement to legislation in accordance with section 601, subsection 4.  A designation, if any, must be in writing and filed with the Secretary of State.  The Secretary of State shall transmit certified copies of the designation to the Secretary of the Senate, the Clerk of the House of Representatives and the Revisor of Statutes.  The designation remains in effect until the Chief of the Mi'kmaq Nation rescinds the designation or makes a new designation.
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Sec. 2. Contingent effective date. This Act takes effect 120 150 days after adjournment of the First Special Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature only if, within 90 120 days after adjournment of the First Special Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature, the Secretary of State receives written certification from the Joint Tribal Council Chief of the Passamaquoddy Tribe at Sipayik and the Chief of the Passamaquoddy Tribe at Motahkomikuk, or the chiefs’ designee under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 3, section 602, that the tribe has agreed to the provisions of this Act; from the Governor and the Council Chief of the Penobscot Nation, or the chief’s designee under Title 3, section 602, that the nation has agreed to the provisions of this Act; and from the Houlton Band Council Chief of the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians, or the chief’s designee under Title 3, section 602, that the band has agreed to the provisions of this Act, copies of which must be submitted by the Secretary of State to the Secretary of the Senate, the Clerk of the House of Representatives and the Revisor of Statutes.
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