131st Maine Legislature
An Act to Create a Sustainable Funding Source for Recovery Community Centers Using a Percentage of the Adult Use Cannabis Tax Revenue
L.D. 1714
An Act to Create a Sustainable Funding Source for Recovery Community Centers Using a Percentage of the Adult Use Cannabis Tax Revenue

STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FOUR
_____
H.P. 1103 - L.D. 1714
An Act to Create a Sustainable Funding Source for Recovery Community Centers Using a Percentage of the Adult Use Cannabis Tax Revenue
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__87088cec_5f21_4409_b24][bookmark: _PAR__1_a169fd0c_d399_4e99_9c78_c413a198][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__c487c72c_6ad2_4397_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__2d38706c_8105_42c2][bookmark: _PAR__2_71603db4_e596_49e2_a74a_ca2e8ee4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__7cc75a58_3b2a_4b9a_a8a2_8][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__6c171c01_5dfe_4b8e_8b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__32e4f4e9_da2f_4eb0]Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §20012 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_396eb279_ce47_4dd2_b081_bff99128][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__d89622da_d3c4_4143_a6cb_3046][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__270596ce_a6e6_42ea_94db][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__dcd8be1b_c72e_43cb_ac]§20012.  Recovery Community Centers Fund
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__af284ffc_ec31_488c_9234_bff6][bookmark: _PAR__4_d49d1e12_1214_4e58_a602_8ad0b89d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__58632749_54e0_4d6c_9dc]The Recovery Community Centers Fund is established as a dedicated, nonlapsing fund within the Office of Behavioral Health for the purposes specified in this section.  The fund must be held separate and apart from all other money, funds and accounts. Eligible investment earnings credited to the assets of the fund become part of the assets of the fund. Any unexpended balances remaining in the fund at the end of any fiscal year do not lapse and must be carried forward to the next fiscal year. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fc56624e_09ad_4475_a017][bookmark: _PAR__5_61aa0bee_24e7_48ca_9a27_8da88a96][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7892febb_9818_4ca5_91b9_46c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__968f7ebf_cb43_4681_bd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0ac4f35e_9f4a_4712_b24]1.  Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7278d9c9_1738_468d_a920][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__18d9a3c3_78c3_4734_8dfd_30cb][bookmark: _PAR__6_0ca63047_4836_4f11_a480_18daa9c4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a296792d_c79e_4f86_ad6]A.  "Fund" means the Recovery Community Centers Fund established in this section.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0c90d977_baa7_4711_b689][bookmark: _REV__1c58ecb4_276f_4ba0_b677_39283a484b][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ccd68f2a_7fdd_4feb_b802_37][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3b59a811_4558_4246_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__650e0f59_0499_4944_9c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__849b7cae_4bc0_40ea_9c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e1f4f51b_077c_42ae_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e506ed49_6203_4929_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c12f838b_7481_4573_8a5b_ecd1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b110b8ba_84eb_40f8_812]B.  "Independent, nonprofit organization" means a nonprofit organization that:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__80698252_45ea_4db3_be9c_746][bookmark: _REV__e6fa67b6_d702_4606_89ec_f6c82d141b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2dbf0fba_7bfc_47e3_9576][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__84c17e2e_310f_4701_a46](1)  Operates its own agency that is a tax-exempt organization under 26 United States Code, Section 501(c)(3); or
[bookmark: _REV__05d33541_4f3a_4723_a861_c1946370d6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__d31422a9_130c_4a6f_abbd_973][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__15420c3f_6d1d_4418_bd33][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ef43dd17_65a0_4898_a9c](2)  Has a fiscal agent with a fiduciary relationship between a recovery community center and another agency and:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__453eddc9_0918_4142_bc26_ad57][bookmark: _REV__4399ccb5_8a18_4cbe_b034_1a05927442][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fae4244f_800f_4530_bd56][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e48237ba_b7e0_4442_b35](a)  The fiscal agent is limited to managing assets and distributing funds to the recovery community center, free from conflicting self-interests, for the purpose of supporting the recovery community center's mission;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__a5966a77_e1f0_49fa_9e3d_c103][bookmark: _REV__d4d28bf6_6a2e_4274_a7fb_fe89169518][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b46896fd_af60_4eae_ac5c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1e1634ef_2ced_4369_b60](b)  The recovery community center is autonomous in its own decision making, program development, recovery services provided and advocacy efforts through the leadership of an executive board or advisory board consisting of at least 51% members who are individuals in recovery; and
[bookmark: _REV__4693c8d0_9d99_49e2_8a82_639dfea332][bookmark: _STATUTE_D__4c4efe90_173e_4da4_ace5_e153][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__eb23b1c9_e3d8_4db2_9d5d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1a39a6d6_a8dc_4797_b92](c)  The fiscal agent uses no more than 4% of the revenue received from the fund for administrative purposes.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_bd420108_55b8_4772_857f_fe8f600c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__092bc2e3_77c9_4156_9414_6431][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__68256809_875b_46c7_ab5]C.  "Office" means the Office of Behavioral Health established in section 20011.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7f938e24_48c0_43fd_bf14_e9cf][bookmark: _PAR__8_42e9447d_35e2_4f8b_99b5_4961ec4a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b15ee358_92b0_44fe_9ac]D.  "Recovery community center" means an independent, nonprofit organization led and governed by representatives of local recovery communities with a primary focus on recovery from substance use disorder that provides nonclinical, peer recovery support services such as recovery support groups, recovery coaching, telephone recovery support, skill-building groups, harm reduction activities, recovery-focused outreach programs to engage people seeking recovery or in recovery and recovery-focused policy and advocacy activities.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__96d7f639_5e34_468b_8ede][bookmark: _REV__f11452f4_35fc_4cf3_9f78_81addca71a][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__61580d39_7eb3_4995_af8f_52][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b24ada2c_280c_492c_9dbd_204][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__10d557fc_1a62_42c3_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3bcb15eb_d346_4716_9fb]2.  Sources of funds.  The State Controller shall credit to the fund:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4022747e_51c4_4f25_92c1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d4f19449_d140_4574_9e82_0a82][bookmark: _REV__41d29d8e_c83c_4cca_9d82_bc470f9583][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__16c9216c_5ad2_4223_a6e]A.  Beginning July 1, 2025 and annually thereafter, a transfer of $2,000,000 from the Adult Use Cannabis Public Health and Safety and Municipal Opt-in Fund established in Title 28-B, section 1101 for operational support for recovery community centers and to provide funding for capacity building for recently established or new recovery community centers;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0c401fc0_2c25_45d9_897e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1a0caef1_8365_4549_85c8_5cdd][bookmark: _REV__3d3dbfd8_99cc_49c6_9d07_38e2e0a978][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__de8e92a5_a068_4948_ac1]B.  All money from any other source, whether public or private, designated for deposit into or credited to the fund; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ef201421_14e1_463f_8368][bookmark: _REV__b31b3586_58b6_448b_b0c1_0169392d2b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9c2bc58e_5a09_45f1_8bb5_ea8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__707dc2f0_aab4_4d51_939]C.  Interest earned or other investment income on balances in the fund.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__63c19f18_5061_4ede_93d5][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__881ba0a0_fc9d_49b6_9884_f8][bookmark: _REV__14969130_66af_414d_8d20_108296edac][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__78b1fc21_d1ef_4109_91b7_14d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0c86f6a4_38e6_4b70_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5d4a8573_e736_415c_86f]3.  Uses of fund.  Money credited to the fund pursuant to subsection 2 must be expended by the office to fund recovery community centers.  Money distributed from the fund must supplement, and may not supplant, the level of state General Fund dollars received from the State by a recovery community center in fiscal year 2022-23.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_7662c001_b624_4671_8927_496fa39][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__20b556ae_6184_485e_be50][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6c5efba5_981c_4707_9a82_aa8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ea6cb9ce_b52b_4562_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__015ba347_75e6_4c67_b58]4.  Application of fund to office expenses prohibited.  Money in the fund may not be applied to any expenses incurred by the office in implementing, administering or enforcing this section.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1cf1c187_bec4_4f13][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d7efef8e_660e_44aa_940a_2][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0d9470a9_374a_4c25_b0f1_c8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__bd143b5e_3e28_4252]Sec. 2.  28-B MRSA §1101, sub-§2, ¶C-1 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2ac19e72_2429_442b_8630][bookmark: _REV__7a8fc70b_8145_4eeb_9cc4_fe45f2a87b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5aeec10a_1794_494d_a678_15ef][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__294f71ea_fb7c_4e83_818]C-1.  Money credited to the fund must be expended to provide a transfer of $2,000,000 by July 31st annually to the Recovery Community Centers Fund established pursuant to Title 5, section 20012 for operational support for recovery community centers and to provide funding for capacity building for recently established or new recovery community centers.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__9c083d3e_0d39_41fe][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8dd8ff64_d987_40b3_a263_3][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6f17fd62_f9b0_4923_bd68_70][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__71c8f5af_d57f_4cb8]Sec. 3.  28-B MRSA §1101, sub-§2, ¶D, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 444, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7bcdedc5_c4b3_4590_8d9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__201b2c36_c4d1_43b7_acfc_06bf][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__45de694b_fd8c_4193_9e2][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__194aa354_496b_4ca2_a11][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__1c0f25f2_63cf_4223_b61][bookmark: _REV__c93f9242_0ab1_4d29_a243_83ad728377][bookmark: _REV__2a933322_e8ab_49d7_8772_ea52a483cd]D.  Any funds remaining in the fund after expenditures made in accordance with paragraphs A to C C-1 must be used to fund:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7fe8847f_2b7b_48be_a298_f6d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3ed235d9_5f10_4d90_845b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7cf8719f_348a_4793_bdb][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__00baf167_8f17_4ad2_a8d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__43a595a9_ad6f_439f_bb9](1)  The cost of the tax deductions for business expenses related to carrying on a business as a cannabis establishment or a testing facility provided pursuant to Title 36, section 5122, subsection 2, paragraph PP and Title 36, section 5200‑A, subsection 2, paragraph BB. By June 1st annually, the State Tax Assessor shall determine the cost of those deductions during the prior calendar year and report that amount to the State Controller, who shall transfer that amount from the remaining funds in the fund to the General Fund; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__5db44944_fad1_4f88_bc4d_f8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2188ec2e_c0b9_40f9_9502][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f46ccd27_cbb4_410c_b6b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5d7c5ded_55cf_4e8b_bd1][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f2e9bf1a_0898_43c4_a71](2)  The cost of the position in the Bureau of Revenue Services within the department to administer the tax deductions provided pursuant to Title 36, section 5122, subsection 2, paragraph PP and Title 36, section 5200‑A, subsection 2, paragraph BB.  By June 1st annually, the commissioner shall determine the cost of the position in the bureau to administer those deductions during the prior calendar year and report that amount to the State Controller, who shall transfer that amount from the remaining funds in the fund to the General Fund.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__47451e2f_4262_4e26_bcb2_72][bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__f911d5bd_1f4c_4534_b01e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8e721548_25af_458a]Sec. 4.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
Recovery Community Centers Fund N445
Initiative: Provides allocation to allow expenditures for recovery community centers.
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2023-24
	2024-25

	All Other
	$0
	$500

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	$0
	$500



LR1621, item 5 - 131st Maine Legislature, page 2
