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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
H.P. 1016 - L.D. 1558
Resolve, Establishing the Commission to Update Maine's Public Policy on Higher Education
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__2ec70ecf_4f12_49da_][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__27f88631_0c5b_4d94_9af5_a8][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__c0577106_767a_47bb_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
Whereas, this legislation establishes the Commission to Update Maine's Public Policy on Higher Education; and
Whereas, this legislation must take effect before the expiration of the 90-day period so that the commission may timely meet and make its report to the Legislature by November 4, 2026; and
Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__c70da013_d247][bookmark: _PAR__1_6bc7c6cc_0d15_4020_8b31_3bca9f42][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__953547b3_94ee_4030_8c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f998372b_2226_4bb2]Sec. 1.  Commission established. Resolved:  That the Commission to Update Maine's Public Policy on Higher Education, referred to in this resolve as "the commission," is established.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__8bd9df24_8293][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8e0905e4_ae73_4fed_9a34_71][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__904d2bb4_c82e_4c47]Sec. 2.  Commission membership. Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the commission consists of 14 members, including: 
1.  Two members of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate, who serve on the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs, including one member of the party holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature and one member of the party holding the 2nd largest number of seats in the Legislature; 
2.  Two members of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker of the House, who serve on the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs, including one member of the party holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature and one member of the party holding the 2nd largest number of seats in the Legislature; 
3.  One member who is a representative of a union representing the faculty of the Maine Community College System, the University of Maine System or the Maine Maritime Academy, appointed by the President of the Senate, as recommended by the Maine Education Association Board of Directors; 
4.  One member representing the Certification and Higher Education Committee of the State Board of Education, appointed by the President of the Senate, as recommended by the Chair of the State Board of Education; 
5.  One member representing private colleges and universities in the State, appointed by the Speaker of the House, as recommended by the Maine Independent Colleges Association; 
6.  The Chancellor of the University of Maine System or the chancellor's designee; 
7.  The Chair of the University of Maine System Board of Trustees or the chair's designee;
8.  The President of the Maine Community College System or the president's designee; 
9.  The Chair of the Maine Community College System Board of Trustees or the chair's designee;
10.  The Chair of the Maine Maritime Academy Board of Trustees or the chair's designee;
11.  The President of the Maine Maritime Academy or the president's designee; and 
12.  The Commissioner of Education or the commissioner's designee. 
In appointing members of the commission, the appointing authorities shall give consideration to race, gender, socioeconomic diversity and geographic diversity.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__7638f044_f688][bookmark: _PAR__18_e916635d_27c3_4ef1_b1ce_2305763][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__34ce04ad_c7f3_45b9]Sec. 3.  Chairs. Resolved:  That the first-named Senate member is the Senate chair and the first-named House of Representatives member is the House chair of the commission.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_155dd4c4_50ef_442b_8a14_9042f96][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__8b67e8f7_f83e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4ccfcef1_87bf_44f9][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__4bb69d61_5c01_4812_a87a][bookmark: _REV__073c396a_e93c_49e7_a541_4d2567d57f][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__58686593_b961_4c6b_bd86_b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__155a8240_617f_4a48_85][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2160239e_850b_4134_82][bookmark: _PAR__1_4c62a528_8389_4269_9be0_cd0785fd][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__a1e9e5bc_94af_46f6_87d7][bookmark: _REV__a331dd3b_fafe_4c5b_9e28_bfca36515d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7d1bdcc6_2e9f_4a2a_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ec99b9d3_e160_4d55_b1][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5fb6d54c_08c3_4d99_b261_bc]Sec. 4.  Appointments; convening of commission; number of meetings. Resolved:  That all appointments must be made no later than 30 days following the effective date of this resolve. The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been completed. After appointment of all members, the chairs shall call and convene the first meeting of the commission. If 30 days or more after the effective date of this resolve a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chairs may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the commission to meet and conduct its business.  The commission may not meet more than 8 times.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__2bd44cef_88c2][bookmark: _PAR__2_695a8096_684f_46db_91d2_1412e919][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__9cb6df27_9cc9_4792]Sec. 5.  Duties. Resolved:  That the commission shall review all related laws and rules addressing the State's public policy on higher education, including, but not limited to, the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 10902, and make recommendations for potential legislative changes. In conducting its review, the commission shall analyze present and future goals, including, but not limited to, expanding access to affordable high-quality higher education to help students achieve postsecondary success. To assist the commission in carrying out its review, the Department of Education, the University of Maine System, the Maine Community College System and the Maine Maritime Academy shall each provide to the commission any data and information the commission considers relevant to its work. At the discretion of the chairs, the commission may seek input from any students, faculty or staff in the State's public institutions of higher education, groups that have an interest in the State's public institutions of higher education and other stakeholders.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__5d7284e3_3cbc][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__891ee9da_8cff_432d_adbe_83][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__49526af6_2c21_4cda]Sec. 6.  Agreement for outside staffing. Resolved:  That the Legislative Council shall enter into an agreement with the Maine Education Policy Research Institute to provide staffing services to the commission, for which the Legislature shall provide $5,000.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__ff1a81a5_077e][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__50b45db1_06ff_4276_b735_6a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__089d9168_22a7_4ba5]Sec. 7.  Report. Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, no later than November 4, 2026, the commission shall submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters. The joint standing committee may report out a bill related to the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__976ea747_fbb0_49e4_b9][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7807fbf7_027b_4f65_8a9f_86]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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