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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-THREE
_____
H.P. 911 - L.D. 1415
An Act to Expand Access to School Construction Funding
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__53d2bd25_dd1f_47b5_bd3][bookmark: _PAR__1_9ab63a6a_c370_4919_811d_81d80ddb][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__847be376_30d6_435e_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a42d2def_2a79_4782][bookmark: _PAR__2_ddb4951d_b8c6_4c4c_9455_e699fdaf][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__732f628b_17ef_41be_8201_b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__b8767704_8892_402c_b4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__bdfc89ff_0a70_4afa]Sec. 1.  20-A MRSA §15905, sub-§1, ¶A, as amended by PL 2019, c. 616, Pt. C, §9, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2b382f6e_bf51_4edd_8d00][bookmark: _PAR__3_104bc0b2_52e3_448e_a8df_b5769fa6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__16b5a2e0_38b2_4507_9f17_b2ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2a13b5a3_9af1_40ee_88f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__3e2b22dd_b7c6_498d_934]A.  The state board may approve projects as long as no project approval will cause debt service costs, as defined in section 15672, subsection 2‑A, paragraph A and pursuant to rules adopted in accordance with Resolve 2007, chapter 223, section 4, to exceed the maximum limits specified in Table 1 and Table 2 in subsequent fiscal years.
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	Table 1

	 
	 
	Major Capital
	Integrated, Consolidated Secondary and Postsecondary Project

	 
	Fiscal year
	Maximum Debt Service Limit
	Maximum Debt Service Limit

	 
	1990
	$ 48,000,000
	 

	 
	1991
	$ 57,000,000
	 

	 
	1992
	$ 65,000,000
	 

	 
	1993
	$ 67,000,000
	 

	 
	1994
	$ 67,000,000
	 

	 
	1995
	$ 67,000,000
	 

	 
	1996
	$ 67,000,000
	 

	 
	1997
	$ 67,000,000
	 

	 
	1998
	$ 67,000,000
	 

	 
	1999
	$ 69,000,000
	 

	 
	2000
	$ 72,000,000
	 

	 
	2001
	$ 74,000,000
	 

	 
	2002
	$ 74,000,000
	 

	 
	2003
	$ 80,000,000
	 

	 
	2004
	$ 80,000,000
	 

	 
	2005
	$ 84,000,000
	 

	 
	2006
	$ 90,000,000
	 

	 
	2007
	$ 96,000,000
	 

	 
	2008
	$100,000,000
	 

	 
	2009
	$104,000,000
	 

	 
	2010
	$108,000,000
	 

	 
	2011
	$126,000,000
	 

	 
	2012
	 $116,000,000
	 

	 
	2013
	 $116,000,000
	 

	 
	2014
	 $126,000,000
	$10,000,000

	 
	2015
	 $126,000,000
	$10,000,000

	 
	2016
	 $126,000,000
	$10,000,000

	 
	2017
	 $126,000,000
	$10,000,000

	 
	2018
	 $126,000,000
	$10,000,000

	 
	2019
	 $126,000,000
	$10,000,000

	 
	2020
	 $126,000,000
	$20,000,000

	 
	2021
	 $126,000,000
	$20,000,000

	 
	2022
	 $126,000,000
	$20,000,000

	 
	2023
	 $126,000,000
	$20,000,000
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	Table 2

	 
	Fiscal year
	Maximum Debt Service Limit
	 

	 
	2024
	$150,000,000
	 

	 
	2025
	$150,000,000
	 

	 
	2026
	$150,000,000
	 

	 
	2027
	$150,000,000
	 


[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__90212ec7_175e][bookmark: _PAR__2_3cead742_f92a_4ad0_9f9e_1f6134b1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c2915e48_20ef_4ff1][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__cf944f93_67d0_438b_8600][bookmark: _REV__d2d70240_7a93_4df9_9be6_00f7fbc8ca][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c46d01a2_574d_4041_89][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__68e3bff5_b951_479e_9e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0e5f76cc_3342_421e_83]Sec. 2.  School construction projects.  The State Board of Education shall amend its rule Chapter 61: Rules for Major Capital School Construction Projects, Section 15 regarding administering funding for integrated, consolidated 9-16 educational facilities to allow the governing body of one school administrative unit with multiple high schools together with a career and technical high school to apply for funding for a proposed school.  Rules adopted to comply with this section are routine technical rules as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__3df50cb6_0e05][bookmark: _PAR__3_664fca22_8a4c_4723_a370_dfad6a1d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1f9c8fd4_4350_46fa][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__6893600e_3bc4_4c21_b462][bookmark: _REV__f6059a19_7241_46de_adc8_4899e6da7f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__26035758_5c7e_4449_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9be011a7_0880_4fda_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__37fa92ab_9d01_4211_ba][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__04412e68_7344_4e6a_b0e2][bookmark: _REV__fff7fe3b_7310_4af3_a542_a819a6f44f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e01f0027_9fb0_47c8_8d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0c6d74e2_c600_4e5c_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8e22164d_7899_48ac_a0]Sec. 3.  Fiscal year 2024-25 funding.  In fiscal year 2024-25, a school administrative unit is eligible to apply for funding for both a major capital school construction project under State Board of Education rule Chapter 61:  Rules for Major Capital School Construction Projects and an integrated, consolidated 9-16 educational facility under Section 15 of that rule.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__fe0b2cef_a6be][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__dfc2be52_85c2_4ca6_bf88_ff][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__509dbcbc_5baa_4234]Sec. 4.  Study.  The Commissioner of Education shall conduct a study for the purpose of making recommendations on researching and identifying alternative pathways or revenue sources to finance school construction needs in the State.  The commissioner shall report the recommendations of the study, including any necessary implementing legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs no later than December 6, 2023.  The joint standing committee may report out legislation related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.
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