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[bookmark: _PAR__9_fce04450_78ff_4cb1_b373_76077069]HOUSE AMENDMENT “      ” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “A” to H.P. 861, L.D. 1347, “An Act to Eliminate the Current Net Energy Billing Policy in Maine”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c46d8e40_23b5_43b4_8d2d_1f][bookmark: _PAR__10_1dc2c818_214b_43ba_9f2f_4e46c47]Amend the amendment by striking out the 2nd instructional paragraph and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_21496320_d9e2_4c5d_a2f4_3b8ecbd]'Amend the bill by striking out all of the emergency preamble.'
[bookmark: _PAR__12_d0643bd2_410a_4494_b70f_9bd12c7]Amend the amendment by striking out all of the emergency preamble.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__26bf95fb_46f3_4e64_bd05_ae][bookmark: _PAR__13_36f3f357_28e1_434a_8e2f_652209a]Amend the amendment by striking out the 3rd instructional paragraph and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_ec9b3e94_cf85_4ede_834d_3ce2a1c]'Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1a1fe6d9_c023_44a4_b5ce_6e][bookmark: _PAR__15_dd173562_39ff_4a13_9bb8_d667671]Amend the amendment by striking out all of sections 2 and 3.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__53d4cdfd_236b_4df2_90be_e3][bookmark: _PAR__16_d117aa56_d230_4ab7_b301_1190992]Amend the amendment by inserting after section 3 the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_db38bcb1_4a87_47e2_8aa1_7e7e0bc]'Sec. 4.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 478, Pt. A, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__18_a8d84a58_2cf9_4acb_a851_0854f74]2.  Financial interest required.  The Except as otherwise provided in this section, the commission shall allow a customer to participate in net energy billing if the customer has a financial interest in a distributed generation resource or in a generation resource that has a net energy billing arrangement on the effective date of this section, including facility ownership, a lease agreement or a power purchase agreement.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_a2b69cc4_24b1_4b07_abbf_ba494cd]Sec. 5.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§2-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__20_c7efe923_3e4d_4b89_a749_b871ca6]2-A.  Net energy billing termination.  Except as provided in subsections 10 and 11 and notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, after December 31, 2044, a person may not participate in net energy billing under this section.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b7c2abfc_b7f4_4cf1_8ee4_65][bookmark: _PAR__21_058cea26_a986_494f_b737_06b40af]Amend the amendment by striking out all of section 5 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__22_6804cd05_1e80_44bb_9b5a_2bc5494]'Sec. 5.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__23_64b4d46b_dc88_4f8d_9222_990172a]3-A.  Shared financial interest; 20‑customer limitation.  Beginning October 1, 2023, the following limitations apply.
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_eb5064f2_03c3_4c33_8397_651d466][bookmark: _PAR__2_ae398a63_8889_4ee3_949e_d6610a75]A.  Except as provided in paragraph B, no more than 20 customers of an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility may share a financial interest in a distributed generation resource and participate in net energy billing under this section.  In order to qualify to participate in net energy billing under this paragraph, the distributed generation resource must be located on the same side of a meter as one of the 20 customers and serve the electric load of that customer and at least 50% of the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource must be allocated to the retail account of that customer.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_1e392be1_be4f_4fa5_9a33_228eabcc]B. The limitation under paragraph A does not apply to:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_fca9b599_228c_46e4_8876_1e7b3fdb](1) A customer participating in net energy billing under this section pursuant to a net energy billing agreement that was entered into prior to October 1, 2023; or
[bookmark: _PAR__5_21ec781d_268c_49d1_9c18_e375a3e6](2) A municipality participating in net energy billing under this section in connection with a distributed generation resource if the distributed generation resource is located on the same side of a meter as the municipality and serves the electric load of that municipality and at least 25% of the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource are allocated to the retail account of that municipality. 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_e3b4203a_7ce2_47d6_8164_7b129d4c]An amendment, revision or reissuance of an agreement under this paragraph that occurs after October 1, 2023 may not be interpreted to affect the date on which the agreement was initially executed.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__eb37d08e_4443_48d8_8136_7e][bookmark: _PAR__7_2f3c509e_1063_4514_8ab4_acf4cb63]Amend the amendment by striking out all of section 7 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_762c3ebd_3b6b_445f_947b_5f771c6e]'Sec. 7.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_1b8e7692_59e5_4372_8f4f_d5c839d2]4-A.  System size beginning October 1, 2023.  Beginning October 1, 2023, the following limitations apply. 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_fbdaebba_2ac5_43a1_924a_c308004]A. Except as provided in paragraph B, the nameplate capacity of a distributed generation resource that may be used for net energy billing under this section may not be more than one megawatt, except that, if a municipality is the customer participating in net energy billing, the nameplate capacity of a distributed generation resource located in that municipality that may be used for the net energy billing may be greater than one megawatt as long as not more than one megawatt of metered electricity from the resource is used for net energy billing.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_5d61db7a_73ed_42bb_b8e4_2b4fbc5]B.  The limitation under paragraph A does not apply to a customer participating in net energy billing under this section pursuant to a net energy billing agreement that was entered into prior to October 1, 2023.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6f1d4369_5ac0_46fc_a48b_28][bookmark: _PAR__12_8b066875_4647_472d_b973_13836b5]Sec. 8.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§9 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_5f8ac798_a5cc_4332_8ce7_86d9a85]9.  Applicability to projects between one megawatt and 2 megawatts.  A distributed generation resource with a nameplate capacity of greater than one megawatt and not more than 2 megawatts may be used for net energy billing under this section only if the requirement of paragraph A is met.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_64dc746c_3f39_4f36_b43a_dca4245]A. On or before December 31, 2024, the proposed distributed generation resource must reach commercial operation by the date specified in the net energy billing agreement or by the date specified with an allowable modification to that agreement.
[bookmark: _PAGE__3_acb2dfc9_66dd_4631_b51e_5b7d7a0][bookmark: _PAR__2_9c35152a_1bb9_459f_b767_cf351c7b]An entity proposing the development of a distributed generation resource that does not meet the requirement of paragraph A may petition the commission for a good-cause exemption due to external delays outside of the entity's control, which the commission may grant if it finds that without the external delays the entity could reasonably have been expected to meet the requirement, except that a distributed generation resource that receives a good‑cause exemption may not be used for net energy billing under this section unless it has reached commercial operation by December 31, 2025.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_28b1b482_a728_43f7_8ee8_a58b8e8c]Sec. 9.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§10 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_3b22fd52_e661_4053_9399_9b173446]10.  Consumer‑owned small project exception; rules.  In accordance with this subsection, the commission may approve the use of a consumer‑owned small project in net energy billing under this section. 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_10132f15_b071_49b9_99d6_cabcdf46]A. For the purposes of this subsection, "consumer‑owned small project" means a distributed generation resource with a nameplate capacity of one megawatt or less that is wholly owned by the customers receiving the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource. 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_98e4d48b_6316_4dc3_a823_add3c26f]B. A consumer‑owned small project is not subject to the limitations established in subsections 2‑A and 3‑A. 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_583ebccf_8aba_4af0_90ca_a846ab82]C. The commission may not approve more than 10 consumer‑owned small projects under this subsection.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_4242f698_4689_4daa_a22b_36b713bd]D. The commission may adopt rules to implement this subsection. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_45aa4f4b_55bd_405e_ad3e_c1ae31e4]Nothing in this subsection prohibits the use of a distributed generation resource for net energy billing if that distributed generation resource qualifies for net energy billing under subsection 3‑A or 4‑A.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_6e501fee_a588_40ec_a535_51b64bf]Sec. 10.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§11 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_ac9bb08f_0a72_4e83_9004_db354a2]11.  Single customer exception.  Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, a distributed generation resource may be used for net energy billing if the distributed generation resource:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_cb5651bb_e367_4044_8cb8_8c6f7cd]A. Is owned by a customer;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_e322b043_7337_40b5_8e7f_ed9be74]B. Is used to serve the electric load of that customer only; and
[bookmark: _PAR__14_42c8bfe4_42f6_444f_8553_73509bb]C. Meets the criterion that 100% of the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource are allocated to the retail account of that customer.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__25691b6c_d1c7_4aa2_8c88_03][bookmark: _PAR__15_51712a4d_d497_4a7d_861a_c17e01a]Amend the amendment by striking out all of section 9 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_6bd919f8_8835_4eea_aa7f_ecfe9f7]'Sec. 9.  35-A MRSA §3209-B, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_bdc6c61f_983e_4497_9b3a_bc29eb5]3-A.  System size beginning October 1, 2023.  Beginning October 1, 2023, the following limitations apply.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_268de213_2cb6_4fbd_b43f_a3d7895]A.  Except as provided in paragraph B, the nameplate capacity of a distributed generation resource that may be used for net energy billing under this section may not be more than one megawatt.
[bookmark: _PAGE__4_60ae9237_98cf_4ade_bd37_1a03273][bookmark: _PAR__2_00497ac3_38e1_49a0_9350_d1f2f118]B.  The limitation under paragraph A does not apply to a customer participating in net energy billing under this section pursuant to a net energy billing agreement that was entered into prior to October 1, 2023.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__72c1cb9d_d963_478b_91b3_cc][bookmark: _PAR__3_ddd82219_7173_4a3f_9da7_80822ea9]Amend the amendment by striking out all of section 11 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_44dc7530_2012_4b82_a0b0_fb4e76a0]'Sec. 11.  35-A MRSA §3209-B, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_fd736cd2_df64_4d17_9f0f_8e0a6de0]4-A.  Shared financial interest; 20-customer limitation beginning October 1, 2023.  Beginning October 1, 2023, the following limitations apply.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_61c95433_7d64_4829_945d_fd381045]A.  Except as provided in paragraph B, no more than 20 customers of an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility may share a financial interest in a distributed generation resource and participate in net energy billing under this section.  In order to qualify to participate in net energy billing under this paragraph, the distributed generation resource must be located on the same side of a meter as one of the 20 customers and serve the electric load of that customer and at least 50% of the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource must be allocated to the retail account of that customer.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_b49dfa2a_9055_41f0_a322_6a1d563a]B.  The limitation under paragraph A does not apply to:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_f16928b6_e7ec_4a99_9212_eae5082a](1)  A customer participating in net energy billing under this section pursuant to a net energy billing agreement that was entered into prior to October 1, 2023; or
[bookmark: _PAR__9_2a6137dd_3858_4f26_831f_bf01adf2](2)  A municipality participating in net energy billing under this section in connection with a distributed generation resource if the distributed generation resource is located on the same side of a meter as the municipality and serves the electric load of that municipality and at least 25% of the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource are allocated to the retail account of that municipality.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_6450f6ce_d4cb_4ca7_b681_d0374e7]An amendment, revision or reissuance of an agreement under this paragraph that occurs after October 1, 2023 may not be interpreted to affect the date on which the agreement was initially executed.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__17323d49_9564_4541_bef9_69][bookmark: _PAR__11_098e5848_42b3_4b51_bf05_e666175]Sec. 12.  35-A MRSA §3209-B, sub-§5, ¶D, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 478, Pt. A, §4, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_be688b42_50dc_43bd_997b_626d200]D.  A customer participating in the program who remains eligible to participate in the program must be allowed to receive a bill credit based on the tariff rate for a period of no less than 20 years from the date of first receiving the credit or through December 31, 2044, whichever is first to occur.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_99d201dd_91c8_43f4_b395_dfc973e]Sec. 13.  35-A MRSA §3209-B, sub-§5-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_d85982af_5136_4f16_a753_79ffc90]5-A.  Net energy billing termination.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, after December 31, 2044 a person may not participate in net energy billing under this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_802ca989_4dd8_4b21_b7fc_0ad963a]Sec. 14.  35-A MRSA §3209-B, sub-§7, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 390, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_7aa4aa6f_11e5_448f_9ae0_2ddd7ad]7.  Applicability.  The applicability of this section is limited by the requirements of section 3209‑A, subsection subsections 7 and 9.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__3b38a98f_972f_4f78_b0fd_a9][bookmark: _PAGE__5_dfc057cb_f94c_490a_9eaf_78750c0][bookmark: _PAR__2_c8f3fb75_3f49_443f_9866_d874c1a8]Amend the amendment in section 12 in §3209-C by inserting after the headnote the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_8085bea1_b360_471a_a828_040137ae]'Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 3209-A and 3209-B, the commission may periodically review and by rule alter the amount of compensation that a customer with a financial interest in a distributed generation resource receives as a result of participating in net energy billing in accordance with this section and section 101.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__9ea3e13a_1d68_4da2_869e_5a][bookmark: _PAR__4_689c89d5_088d_43f2_8bfd_bce296df]Amend the amendment in section 12 in §3209-C in subsection 1 in the first 2 lines (page 5, lines 14 and 15 in amendment) by striking out the following: "Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 3209-A and 3209-B, the" and inserting the following: 'The'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__013056dd_88eb_45f8_986e_59][bookmark: _PAR__5_c18eb408_3db6_4a2c_a797_1a7d6e47]Amend the amendment in section 12 in §3209-C in subsection 2 in the first line (page 5, line 24 in amendment) by striking out the following: "Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 3209-A and 3209-B, the" and inserting the following: 'The'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__367b3928_5174_4949_92a1_b5][bookmark: _PAR__6_a4280a27_87a3_4a3d_a824_b900f25c]Amend the amendment by striking out all of section 13 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_e3d8ba58_e5d3_4603_b4b1_e93e0fa3]'Sec. 13.  35-A MRSA §3209-D is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_2be43d7d_86c4_437f_8b88_4c724fbf]§3209-D.  Distributed generation procurement
[bookmark: _PAR__9_c3491d77_f6ec_426f_a8d8_bfdfa622]The commission may direct an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility to enter into one or more contracts for energy or renewable energy credits from distributed generation resources in accordance with this section. The commission may not require a distributed generation resource to contract for the sale of energy or renewable energy credits under this section. 
[bookmark: _PAR__10_55531376_1346_4896_8a60_87d05f6]1. Definition. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following term has the following meaning.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_eef4f06e_bed2_47bc_942e_39e455b]A. "Distributed generation resource" means an electric generating facility that uses a renewable fuel or technology under section 3210, subsection 2, paragraph B‑3, is located in the service territory of a transmission and distribution utility in the State and:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_c65eb127_4477_43ac_9ea1_92fa87b](1) Has met or is reasonably likely to meet the requirements of section 3209-A, subsection 7, paragraph E, as determined by the commission; or
[bookmark: _PAR__13_bf219f90_39a1_47d2_9b6c_bb0d982](2) Has a nameplate capacity of at least one megawatt and not more than 2 megawatts and:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_b46451cd_16c3_47a6_b016_9918a1e](a) Is a member of a cluster study conducted by the transmission and distribution utility with which the distributed generation resource is seeking to interconnect; or 
[bookmark: _PAR__15_fae290b8_40c3_4779_b74c_a735d27](b) Is likely to receive required transmission approval from the New England independent system operator on or before April 30, 2024. 
[bookmark: _PAR__16_79b13eb5_64f0_48b4_8d2e_d9272fb]2. Competitive solicitations and initial procurement. The commission shall conduct one or more competitive solicitations in order to select distributed generation resources for contracts under this subsection. 
[bookmark: _PAR__17_30b87a6b_c678_49b0_a5bf_b68b2c2]A. No later than November 1, 2023, the commission shall initiate the first competitive solicitation in order to select distributed generation resources for contracts pursuant to this subsection. 
[bookmark: _PAGE__6_5f4c5eb3_36dd_4b25_a441_611933a][bookmark: _PAR__2_33ac3aed_f3f8_44e9_a5bc_b3f3b373]B. The commission shall select for a contract under this section any bid relating to a distributed generation resource that the commission finds will result in substantial savings to ratepayers as compared to the cost of the distributed generation resource remaining in a net energy billing arrangement under section 3209-A or 3209-B. In reviewing bids and establishing a contract price under this subsection, the commission shall determine and consider the levelized cost of the energy that will be purchased under the contract.   
[bookmark: _PAR__3_ac719a88_915e_4987_80d8_193a554e]3. Additional contracting authority. After conducting one or more competitive solicitations under subsection 2, the commission may direct an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility to enter into one or more additional contracts for energy or renewable energy credits from distributed generation resources if the commission finds that such contracts are in the public interest. 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_2530e335_80c5_41d1_8717_682859b0]A. A contract for energy or renewable energy credits from a distributed generation resource under this subsection may not establish a price for such energy or renewable energy credits that is greater than the highest price established in the procurements under subsection 2.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e13e4284_b1a0_4f9a_902e_e969f13a]4. Contract terms. A contract entered into pursuant to this section must be for a term of no more than 20 years unless the commission finds a contract for a longer term to be in the public interest.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_c9250c80_9cbf_45a5_bf59_af26cbc9]5. Net energy billing agreement termination. A distributed generation resource that is awarded a contract under this section is ineligible for net energy billing under section 3209-A or section 3209-B and the commission shall require that all net energy billing arrangements or agreements be terminated as a condition of awarding a contract under this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_5bccdfec_9915_4740_88f1_bd3267cb]6. Report. The commission shall include in its biennial report required by section 3210-G, subsection 3 information regarding the status of contracts for energy or renewable energy credits from distributed generation resources pursuant to this section, including, but not limited to, the number of distributed generation resources that have been awarded contracts, the total capacity of those resources and the estimated ratepayer savings as a result of those contracts.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5b84617e_e64a_4808_b1cf_72][bookmark: _PAR__8_2e86acf1_7545_42e8_a599_5cf7b0c5]Amend the amendment by striking out all of section 15 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_f411110e_2651_452c_ac18_97cd5c83]'Sec. 15.  35-A MRSA §3209-F is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_3aeef698_3e3d_486f_97ba_66e53d0]§3209-F.  Net energy billing cost recovery
[bookmark: _PAR__11_28e3eeda_7df5_4d22_acbd_d03ca29]The commission shall ensure that benefits of distributed generation under net energy billing are reported and net energy billing costs are allocated in accordance with this section.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_5c2caefd_aa61_4b83_94b9_005c5eb]1. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_de3f163a_f7cb_42b8_80c3_ecf3cf2]A. "Benefits of distributed generation under net energy billing" means all benefits determined by the commission to be reasonably attributable to distributed generation projects under sections 3209‑A and 3209-B, including but not limited to:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_e3992d64_41d9_4f60_9a31_e13cb54][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__1f285559_61f1_4a39_becf_f2d][bookmark: _PAGE__7_d28977a0_9dae_4a06_87e8_e06adc7][bookmark: _PAR__2_0c6d4b58_6059_457a_bb9a_750a695c](1) Avoided energy and capacity costs.  In determining avoided energy and capacity costs, the commission shall use reasonable estimates of energy and capacity market prices and account for transmission and distribution line losses.  The commission may determine different avoided costs for different time periods, including, but not limited to, peak and off-peak periods and summer and winter periods;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_760a4fdd_6bae_4845_a97e_74b320f1](2) Avoided transmission and distribution costs.  In determining avoided transmission and distribution costs, the commission shall use estimates of the marginal transmission and distribution costs and may determine different avoided costs for different time periods;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_984072a2_e531_4848_a85a_4d27f543](3) Avoided fossil fuel costs.  The commission shall determine avoided fossil fuel costs based on estimated reductions in oil, gas or other fossil fuel use and estimated market prices for these fuels;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_007e48b5_00a7_4f62_a424_5f143cfe](4) Avoided transmission and distribution line losses;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_580c4d18_82f5_4cef_b8d8_de3aa4b8](5) Demand reduction induced price effects; 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_fd4635c1_f3cb_482f_beb7_1687e312](6) Transmission and distribution plant extensions or upgrades funded by net energy billing customers; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_d5c16e28_3b4f_4c2f_a53e_f32d47b4](7) Any other benefits identified by the commission.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_96f53d68_b7bb_4c9d_8fac_813b541e]B. "Net energy billing" means net energy billing arrangements under section 3209-A or 3209-B.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_139f2a7a_14a8_495b_a212_0810338]C. "Net energy billing costs" means all legitimate and verifiable costs incurred by a transmission and distribution utility directly attributable to net energy billing.  "Net energy billing costs" does not include any costs incurred by a project sponsor as defined in section 3209‑A, subsection 1, paragraph D, a net energy billing customer or any other entity, as determined by the commission by rule.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_d948a295_5bb9_42b2_83d5_5f64a10]2. Determination of costs and benefits. The commission annually shall determine the net energy billing costs and benefits of distributed generation under net energy billing for the previous year. 
[bookmark: _PAR__12_3c9cb2dd_027d_4693_93a4_7f9813f]A.  When determining the benefits of distributed generation under net energy billing, the commission shall use any available regional avoided energy supply cost study that the commission finds to be applicable to the determination and that has been developed through a transparent process, with input from state agencies, public advocates and utilities or energy efficiency administrators from at least 3 other states in New England.  When relevant information specific to this State is not provided in the regional study, the commission may use the regional information in the regional study or information from other sources supported by evidence in the commission's record.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_a3ccfdbb_2f84_4cf2_bfb5_b369ddd]B. The commission shall allocate to each investor-owned transmission and distribution utility its pro rata share of net energy billing costs. The allocation must be based on each utility's total retail kilowatt-hour energy sales to ratepayers that pay net energy billing costs. The commission may determine the means to be used for the allocation required under this subsection, and those means may include the direct transfer of funds between transmission and distribution utilities.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_21fcea71_5ba7_4c1f_93a0_f006ebd][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__25ecd07a_8b20_4451_bbaa_db6][bookmark: _PAGE__8_929a3cf7_9148_4c9e_96d1_d146cc0][bookmark: _PAR__2_349c3703_9f4e_4f33_b5c0_497e0c37]3. Reporting of costs and benefits. The commission shall submit an annual report no later than March 31st to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities matters describing net energy billing costs and benefits of distributed generation under net energy billing determined by the commission under subsection 2. The report must include, but is not limited to, costs authorized to be collected by transmission and distribution utilities in rates and benefits directly received by ratepayers.  The commission shall distinguish costs and benefits that are monetized from costs and benefits that are not monetized. If costs or benefits are monetized, the commission shall specify the entities to which the monetized value accrues, which may include, but are not limited to, electricity customers, electricity supply providers and transmission and distribution utilities.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_06494c46_e18d_4976_a2c2_13dbcdd3]4. Rules.  The commission shall adopt rules necessary to implement this section. Rules adopted by the commission under this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1f0b83f5_7b7b_440a_87f5_7a][bookmark: _PAR__4_a2002564_0ff7_41d9_af2a_756701f8]Sec. 16.  35-A MRSA §3210-G, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 477, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_a2c846c3_4a80_4db3_8406_8789a9ba]3.  Report.  No later than March 31, 2023 and biennially thereafter, the commission shall submit a report regarding the status of contracts for Class IA resources under this section and the status of contracts for energy or renewable energy credits from distributed generation resources under section 3209-D to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over utilities and energy matters. The report must include, but is not limited to, a description of Class IA resources participating in competitive solicitations, information about the resources selected for contracts and the selection process, the benefits and costs of the contracts and recommendations about how to further stimulate investment in Class IA resources or achieve ratepayer benefits from Class IA resources.  The report may include information about benefits and costs of the contracts to the State's economy, environmental quality or electricity consumers over both the short and long terms.  Any analysis of the benefits or costs of the contracts must be based on a forecast of all avoided costs resulting from the contracts that is transparent and balanced over the long term.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__83abc756_7984_4ebf_9159_1f][bookmark: _PAR__6_99b9a6d9_9e62_4799_bc00_b64a5cb5]Amend the amendment by striking out all of section 17 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__7_3a4aabaf_d6b9_4677_97ea_e69e7953]'Sec. 17. Interconnection of energy storage.  In developing rules governing the interconnection of renewable resources and energy storage pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3474, subsection 3, the Public Utilities Commission shall consider whether modification of an interconnection application for the sole purpose of adding an energy storage system should materially impact the position of the project in an interconnection queue.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4231cf2e_ab5d_4c93_b24f_a0][bookmark: _PAR__8_6db98f7d_445d_435c_9db0_a0353817]Sec. 18. Cost management report.  By December 1, 2024, the Public Utilities Commission shall submit a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy matters regarding the proceedings and any actions taken under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3209-E.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_00f95845_3e55_4929_ba53_2c61f038]Sec. 19.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_0b418c26_1621_457b_90ac_c4ebb82]EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
[bookmark: _PAR__11_9c9950a5_220b_41b6_a40a_8212fff]Distributed Solar and Energy Storage Program N470
[bookmark: _PAR__12_cc82479b_f6dc_4fe7_92c5_689921e]Initiative: Provides allocations to establish the program.
	[bookmark: _PAGE__9_4e57afe7_60e8_4fd9_87db_22d1667][bookmark: _PAR__2_2421cdd9_88a7_4ce8_9b4a_475ae3ec][bookmark: _LINE__1_4d3ace08_f29d_4a29_b8d7_b3ed166]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_40bb80b6_c2a1_4c06_a4d1_57bd437]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_71c5a94e_2a9c_4c10_8782_dedddc8]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_863663b4_f039_4ccd_b43f_98192f2]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_999773df_8773_4368_89de_c4a89bf]$500
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_9d6dcc1d_f42f_4ed4_ae68_c3bf3ce]$500

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_2abfb77e_58e6_4c16_bb92_4ca807c] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_f621682b_ce63_42cc_9809_f080108]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_86aac253_e822_40ce_b2c4_2bd6021]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_fc07d53d_2c45_4676_b789_6a02f32]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_d02625df_a42b_4a47_a407_2ac3672]$500
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_9e1f6210_31ba_412d_9468_d06a973]$500


[bookmark: _PAR__3_8ef4706c_d1f4_4ee0_9187_a53f3433] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_5307a579_9724_42b4_b648_9a0ce70f][bookmark: _LINE__6_8d5f1f17_fec6_4607_b24c_14dbdb0]EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_279393b2_f636_456b_b8e7_1e6fc4f] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_f7ca739f_5b19_4660_ab2f_323de01] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_c2e6d1be_baa4_4892_aede_4725f4f]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_d2deded8_89e2_4299_831c_dc72a0e]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_6fc1c548_3246_4156_aa7c_536ca82]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__8_b8ee1da2_de08_41d2_946b_a9e8ead] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_c5217d61_1635_4368_bd1b_fa1faeb] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__8_9aabe3ab_66d2_4de9_a40a_38913dd] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__9_5b6a32c1_a98b_4380_85c6_b31712b]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_52bb9c3f_27a3_47a4_ba1e_b62044a]$500
	[bookmark: _LINE__9_74718e1a_4ea9_4d8d_a79d_71fc00c]$500

	[bookmark: _LINE__10_f4c900ad_bf14_4b17_ba66_bf42c9] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_154e9546_5b10_4dd4_920c_2d6f4e]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__10_16cb15ad_20f2_4bc7_b9bd_8862a2]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__11_c996733d_137d_46ec_bd85_bf32a7]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_012c5837_28bf_40a3_892d_7ea2a2]$500
	[bookmark: _LINE__11_9245dffe_87ae_4d31_bb46_57e877]$500


[bookmark: _PAR__5_5cfd8445_c435_46de_8cc2_21b93c7f]PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
[bookmark: _PAR__6_a0229a2d_76c5_40f9_826d_a45dc3e3]Public Utilities - Administrative Division 0184
[bookmark: _PAR__7_750751c8_4303_4296_ac7f_ebc44f66]Initiative: Provides allocations for expenditures related to contracted consulting services and related STA-CAP.
	[bookmark: _PAR__8_3e455136_e79c_45cf_b7f4_cdff43a8][bookmark: _LINE__16_c23399fd_eb25_4c37_9eae_7777ec]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_78ca4f8d_05aa_45ad_81fc_60f337]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__16_f6922852_5258_41cd_bcc6_10cf29]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__17_7e84aa05_29e6_4631_8387_97fa31]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_4de2dcd4_9dd7_4c0f_b844_f336bf]$385,735
	[bookmark: _LINE__17_c77e4ae4_124c_4587_842c_0c6915]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__18_2a9e080f_5bed_446e_a468_96f0a3] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_ee0267da_46a8_4620_889e_e1ad5f]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__18_9aefb9a2_e620_42df_9919_7f4457]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__19_dbd61d4b_3c66_4e80_a050_9e9e78]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_8ed5e101_cec0_40a7_8819_879899]$385,735
	[bookmark: _LINE__19_f4b02b17_6551_45ff_8d6a_cb52ba]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__9_e1f1800e_96c7_4cb6_824d_a5b50738]Public Utilities - Administrative Division 0184
[bookmark: _PAR__10_42eb0d6d_5441_471e_954b_657ef63]Initiative: Provides allocations for expenditures related to updating a model of avoided energy costs.
	[bookmark: _PAR__11_9edde41e_3083_4e54_a447_d605b1b][bookmark: _LINE__23_c684e91d_d153_4dc3_9a06_52567a]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_e0cd0c50_afb7_45d0_90dc_69f70d]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__23_7790d82c_b57c_4c4e_863d_8bdbc8]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__24_a7cf3e7e_1d49_4080_acfb_1d05c3]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_c3e50248_c3c2_4e7f_886e_ac2698]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__24_1d0d99f0_f142_41f8_bb8c_ab29da]$50,511

	[bookmark: _LINE__25_f3f5b1f4_f9fb_4cb3_b444_c936dc] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_b6c5eafb_8d08_4adc_b726_a9105a]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__25_301a5b86_d47b_494c_9e1f_d0cddb]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__26_6d55f964_a3a6_40f8_b4ce_f648e6]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_9f7a86e7_effd_4fd7_a6f9_50c8fd]$0
	[bookmark: _LINE__26_d72113e7_42d1_4b85_875e_6ce463]$50,511


[bookmark: _PAR__12_98e480b2_d6c5_4314_a4a5_9b2efe7]Public Utilities - Administrative Division 0184
[bookmark: _PAR__13_79acb87a_7468_4bbe_942c_a13eac5]Initiative: Provides allocations for expenditures related to contracted services.
	[bookmark: _PAR__14_4a08e924_b451_4b9e_9242_fd7a28f][bookmark: _LINE__29_1807cfab_c0f0_4d15_b346_e6bc19]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_f1458d45_20b0_47cd_9b95_b2fe7f]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__29_6c468f32_da66_4965_a037_572497]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__30_67611477_1510_458a_b0cd_e0ce49]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_ecb918ff_11a9_4748_a570_cd9784]$101,020
	[bookmark: _LINE__30_dcd6226d_3f90_42d6_a711_71366a]$0

	[bookmark: _LINE__31_8f1a72a6_17df_4d57_b7f1_3f45e9] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_682e5220_7354_4720_b745_88a300]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__31_d1991bc6_b6e2_4829_9bb3_f64823]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__32_e2face29_fd85_4e84_bb14_236127]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_e2e044a2_2b9a_4b3d_a5ac_b761d9]$101,020
	[bookmark: _LINE__32_3b5b52f0_f732_48f1_9567_c0d705]$0


[bookmark: _PAR__15_e81278fe_db13_4f68_bc55_b543245] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__16_66091634_e9e7_45a0_a55d_ccec942][bookmark: _LINE__34_13edb58f_6fb9_4713_9508_4f7418]PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_235954a5_3602_4c05_877f_9fa95a] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__34_9fb9a467_1f87_4483_bda2_b0f622] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__35_8bd54fd3_af7f_49c8_8b98_6a1275]DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_920482fa_a154_4a60_9cd0_cbadc7]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__35_f4ffeeb0_7041_42fe_8f56_a5dbb8]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__36_adad8277_8f7d_4d18_8bca_b5825d] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_42e1098e_677e_4b44_9966_38284a] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__36_fd0c467d_41bc_41c3_bcbe_5aadd3] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__37_6f8b8cd4_1c17_4dfe_9a70_edfd43]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_ce8004f4_d63a_4ed0_a2e8_98d4b3]$486,755
	[bookmark: _LINE__37_efadf241_7b92_47c8_beb5_6e3ec0]$50,511

	[bookmark: _LINE__38_7e425d9f_c5c7_4287_a93b_42e92d] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_1f71c626_c1be_4667_a3ef_baae27]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__38_299fb394_53b0_419e_9b10_e0b4c9]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__39_8849d660_f04f_4494_9991_269aea]DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_08470be2_4e4d_4b68_a5dd_2eb3e4]$486,755
	[bookmark: _LINE__39_678c1b8e_d723_4f4e_9f53_f9fd79]$50,511


[bookmark: _PAR__17_bd57105a_13a7_4c3e_89ef_3f4a90b] 
	[bookmark: _PAR__18_805072b9_2021_42c4_8ea9_723ee6b][bookmark: _LINE__41_5e2b3983_861f_4261_bf2f_1e7ce5]SECTION TOTALS
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_2dd1684f_b221_4314_958e_0cb692]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__41_a85982b6_11b7_4802_accb_8de7ac]2024-25

	[bookmark: _PAGE__10_fcbd0f3e_4456_489e_b518_a1e1ae][bookmark: _PAR__2_e13c3c45_d5e4_4b90_a5a4_d2e231ed][bookmark: _LINE__1_b889e508_4f6d_464d_9788_dc086fb] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_59676c93_8c64_4e00_944f_ed920f1] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__1_bf48d6b2_8389_4180_9aa5_29c459b] 

	[bookmark: _LINE__2_5fc33a2a_58ae_4d7b_9de1_999e6bc]OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_9d1e7037_b3e2_49d3_8f10_7f73323]$487,255
	[bookmark: _LINE__2_a0ac7b4a_def4_4c3e_8c1f_947f80a]$51,011

	[bookmark: _LINE__3_f828a219_73d0_4434_b980_bab3ba6] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_028de624_8a39_49e5_bcff_2180972]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__3_958ff16a_7edd_4236_9d34_4c421b5]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__4_80e39020_0378_4188_9ef1_c6b7a89]SECTION TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_06975709_68bc_433f_bdb7_7f81f8e]$487,255
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_2b40a80a_90b1_40c7_98ab_cbd5d85]$51,011


[bookmark: _PAR__3_61a43f47_f54d_45bd_8346_28ea6138]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__170af36a_4d9b_4897_a592_8e][bookmark: _PAR__4_10ecf7f8_68a2_481c_957e_8b565dd3]Amend the amendment by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__d33a23b2_84d0_48c1_9349_d66629][bookmark: _PAR__5_25647c38_1e85_42e5_9ec7_3d4861da]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__6_74ee840a_3f4a_4112_9345_5d8bd29c]This amendment makes the following changes to Committee Amendment "A". 
[bookmark: _PAR__7_2b9fbf51_84c2_4dc1_8456_7fdfc43b]1. It removes the emergency preamble and clause.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_95050f51_505e_4dd7_83f3_559bbd13]2. It provides that a person is prohibited from participating in the kilowatt‑hour credit and tariff rate net energy billing programs after December 31, 2044.
[bookmark: _PAR__9_e79ec4cd_50d0_40ec_9a0e_36c18d0a]3. It changes the effective date of the limitation on the number of customers who may share a financial interest in a distributed generation resource in the kilowatt‑hour credit and tariff rate net energy billing programs to October 1, 2023 and increases the limit from 10 customers to 20 customers. The amendment creates an exception from the limitation for a municipality if the distributed generation resource is on the same side of the meter as the municipality and at least 25% of the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource are allocated to the municipality.
[bookmark: _PAR__10_4e1d1518_b7ab_4121_8ec5_b4d1eab]4. Beginning October 1, 2023, it limits the nameplate capacity of a distributed generation resource participating in the kilowatt-hour credit or tariff rate net energy billing program to one megawatt or less unless the customer of the distributed generation resource is a municipality. It establishes an exception for customers participating in accordance with an agreement entered into prior to October 1, 2023.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_fce60a18_09c5_45d5_a21d_0e52bd0]5. It establishes limitations on participation in the kilowatt‑hour credit and tariff rate net energy billing programs for distributed generation resources with a nameplate capacity of greater than one megawatt and not more than 2 megawatts.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_4e03110c_981a_4ea8_b2ce_9afb300]6. It creates a limited exception from the kilowatt‑hour credit net energy billing program limitations to allow a distributed generation resource with a nameplate capacity of less than or equal to one megawatt to participate in net energy billing if the distributed generation resource is wholly owned by the customers receiving the net energy billing credits associated with the output of the distributed generation resource. This exception is limited to a total of 10 distributed generation resources.   
[bookmark: _PAR__13_328b5461_302c_4901_b86f_9e00e3a]7. It  allows a distributed generation resource to be used in the kilowatt-hour credit net energy billing program if the distributed generation resource is owned by the customer and is used to serve the electric load of that customer only and 100% of the net energy billing credits associated with the distributed generation resource are allocated to the retail account of that customer.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_e48ef8a1_e0bb_4338_a184_7b19b46]8. It provides that a customer participating in the tariff rate net energy billing program who remains eligible to participate in the program may receive a bill credit based on the tariff rate for a period of no less than 20 years from the date of first receiving the credit or through December 31, 2044, whichever is first to occur.
[bookmark: _PAGE__11_a6dd3cde_abee_426f_a8db_dd2f6c][bookmark: _PAR__2_3ec96b6c_b304_4210_8b97_45e183b8]9. It directs the Public Utilities Commission to conduct one or more competitive solicitations in order to select distributed generation resources for contracts for energy or renewable energy credits. The commission must initiate the first competitive solicitation by November 1, 2023. To select a distributed generation resource for a contract, the commission must find that the selection will result in substantial savings to ratepayers as compared to the cost of the distributed generation resource remaining in a net energy billing arrangement. The amendment allows the commission to direct investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities to enter into one or more additional contracts for energy or renewable energy credits if the commission finds that the contracts are in the public interest. The amendment requires the commission to report on the status of such contracts in a biennial report.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_38180e15_9bf9_4f28_bff5_c7cb4571]10. It requires the Public Utilities Commission to annually determine the net energy billing costs and benefits of distributed generation under net energy billing programs for the previous year and to allocate to each investor-owned transmission and distribution utility its pro rata share of net energy billing costs. The allocation must be based on each utility's total retail kilowatt-hour energy sales to ratepayers that pay net energy billing costs.
[bookmark: _PAR__4_b7586fc1_02a4_4696_98d9_830e80b2]11. It requires the Public Utilities Commission, in adopting interconnection rules, to consider whether modification of an interconnection application for the sole purpose of adding an energy storage system should materially impact the position of the project in an interconnection queue.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_87b83bb4_c696_428d_8a6e_3520383f]12. It requires the Public Utilities Commission to submit a one-time report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy matters regarding the commission proceedings and any actions taken with respect to opt-in program designs. 
[bookmark: _PAR__6_26ec2bee_1489_44cb_abc8_c48edcdb]13. It removes the requirement that the commission adopt rules governing solar energy generation resources with a nameplate capacity of less than 5 megawatts.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__6e27020e_125c_4c3][bookmark: _PAR__7_11824741_fb6e_4561_ba1b_38301eaf]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__8_d497077a_d82c_4c2f_8bf8_0808cb38](See attached)
[bookmark: _SPONSOR_BLOCK__6c3f8e30_f268_4148_93c7_][bookmark: _PAR__9_1188575b_486f_470a_b695_9315db0f]SPONSORED BY: ___________________________________
[bookmark: _PAR__10_88ae5565_4e29_4c30_8a17_195079b](Representative WARREN, S.)
[bookmark: _PAR__11_72f272f9_64ec_4c0f_b5cb_06e928a]TOWN: Scarborough
LR1811, item 5 - 131st Maine Legislature, page 2
