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An Act to Require Consumer Consent for Certain Generation Service Contract Renewals
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__423b255e_cbe2_42a7_833][bookmark: _PAR__1_d6ffeb7c_a850_46fa_a285_bc35d57a][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__9d0e1984_d900_405e_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__51917153_0d35_4769][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0061ca50_c7fa_41e2_b621_2][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__26e7cea5_c45f_4ae8_956c_b3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__4c7b2820_af71_4c9a_bc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__67867dbd_076e_411a]Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3203, sub-§4-B, as amended by PL 2023, c. 375, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c12c87b5_a8c3_4154_8416][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__263e136c_52c9_4c01_95bf_8d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0109b7d2_9be2_4c72_9c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__47df18cf_788c_432f_ab8]4-B.  Residential consumer protections.  As a condition of licensing, a competitive electricity provider that provides or proposes to provide generation service to a residential consumer:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e0ab979d_dadf_4fa9_b86b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__37c3027d_1372_4b33_abf5_9ec6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e7932a0b_5e06_4500_a9b]A.  Shall disclose, before entering into an agreement to provide service to a residential consumer, to the residential consumer where the residential consumer can obtain information with which to compare the service provided by the competitive electricity provider and the standard-offer service;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2be79954_c1d8_4abe_8a40][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9d1f4b1b_5829_43ba_89bc_e7e3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__52b6a4d0_d08d_434b_b4c]B.  May not renew a contract for generation service without providing a residential consumer with notice of renewal in advance by mail;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8f1ec1c4_eab5_45cf_90e1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9826c551_45f1_488a_b91f_ece3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9f271d87_0095_430e_b40][bookmark: _REV__c9ab60f7_d8bd_4527_ab87_f3392ea75a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__610d9f1a_cd9e_4448_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b4904459_b196_4287_83][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b567ecb2_1087_4596_b6][bookmark: _REV__8650ddc8_6815_499b_9c2e_864f6377f3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__120ff2b5_c7c8_4c8c_9d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__febbf6d6_a6af_48e9_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__de0ffdf2_dcd7_48bc_ac][bookmark: _REV__4e520cda_e51e_4dae_bd72_984f316cc8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f98d9437_8982_4600_9d]C.  May not renew a contract for generation service at a fixed rate that is 20% or more above the contract rate in the expiring contract without the express consent of the residential consumer; if the renewal rate is a fixed rate that is:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__93a462f0_7d2c_42da_8758_e59][bookmark: _REV__404f3c22_c22e_4ad3_8e1f_345d8038e2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3abe44b0_4c33_4f6f_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__92e4a71a_60d4_4de0_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__136309d8_4858_42cd_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4f965e97_2e8f_4a3a_8f67][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0f7b197f_d3f6_4554_93a](1)  Twenty percent or more above the contract rate in the expiring contract; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__44e70f75_1fd1_4f70_997a_3e5][bookmark: _REV__f11fa915_dc87_4e20_b093_8d42812afa][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a7dbbaf4_bcc6_4109_90cb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__10843c52_464b_4ac0_ac5](2)  Greater than the fixed rate that would, at the time of the residential consumer's contract renewal, be offered by the competitive electricity provider to customers enrolling with the provider for an initial contract of a similar term and product offering;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b2c9951f_a8a1_47f5_a14d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7d79a9b3_8866_4a3d_b24b_89c8][bookmark: _REV__3cff4544_4c8c_42fd_a217_0be1aec1a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7f75894c_df5b_4df4_b3c]C-1.  May not renew a contract for generation service at a variable rate without the express consent of the residential consumer if the expiring contract provided generation service at a fixed rate;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dd821e9f_21c0_4b9e_afb3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__68789c24_d2a1_45f8_b564_e150][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a24acff9_2e99_4358_9e4][bookmark: _REV__ff7fd469_91e1_48a8_9622_eb11944c07][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fefc9b35_b507_436c_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__371962b4_89bc_4745_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__13db6148_6870_4147_ae][bookmark: _REV__607b3335_ba79_458f_ad4f_e0f43b43f9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8487f99b_cdf6_44b4_97][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5102f724_525f_43b0_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9cf5a73c_c5c0_42d5_a7][bookmark: _REV__5c855430_9876_4414_bce3_8ffa6227a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5b5c7e95_1eae_4995_aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__da51f8c3_420a_4457_a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__039e3721_2f96_4982_93]D.  May not renew a contract for generation service for a term that is longer than differs from the term of the expiring contract or 12 months, whichever is shorter, without the express consent of the residential consumer; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__24c720a7_28f7_46f0_9add][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cb3cc294_00aa_42d4_87f4_ae17][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__410c8afd_60e2_4f62_827]E.  May not enter into or renew a contract for generation service that includes an early termination fee.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5f44d3ed_662b_442f_99a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bb1e6a93_41c8_484d_a2b2_ebd3][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9bad3b5a_41b1_432b_a4d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__af569856_6f58_49cf_bd][bookmark: _REV__e2a19e0d_1206_477c_9c04_ee357b36ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5912d6f5_cb4f_47c3_85][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__3ffb03f5_8f63_41a1_b7f]If a residential consumer does not provide the express consent required by paragraphs C, C‑1 and D, the residential consumer must be transferred to standard-offer service.
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