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[bookmark: _PAR__9_0a9507bd_d325_4cae_bd38_db96871b]SENATE AMENDMENT “      ” to COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “A” to S.P. 723, L.D. 2010, “Resolve, To Help Certain Businesses with Electricity Costs”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__5669cea5_70cf_41cb_83ee_ec][bookmark: _PAR__10_877d8f5b_b411_468f_b682_4dc80c3]Amend the amendment in section 1 by inserting after subsection 1 the following: 
[bookmark: _PAR__11_a1b804d9_62f4_4ef6_86ce_511f77a]'2.  "Consumer-owned transmission and distribution utility" has the same meaning as in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3201, subsection 6.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__88605629_c408_48f8_bc11_93][bookmark: _PAR__12_496617e7_266c_43a4_8cbd_107df6a]Amend the amendment in section 1 by inserting after subsection 2 the following: 
[bookmark: _PAR__13_b6e3fc6f_032f_43eb_a5db_0c5aabc]'3. "Department" means the Department of Economic and Community Development.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__849f8ac0_5237_4161_b33d_c3][bookmark: _PAR__14_a9254521_0aed_428e_bd66_fea2006]Amend the amendment in section 1 by renumbering the subsections to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f8b45917_6eb6_428c_adff_fb][bookmark: _PAR__15_54ed2982_5b30_4bef_ad1c_521499a]Amend the amendment by striking out all of sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7bd973d6_ef94_41a0_aab3_fa][bookmark: _PAR__16_92cb6326_3a25_4749_94f0_0ef7614]'Sec. 2.  Identification of eligible customers. Resolved: That, by September 1, 2022, each covered utility shall identify which of its customers are eligible customers and report to the department the number of eligible customers in each relief payment tier specified in section 5, subsections 1 to 3 and the amount of the total payments the covered utility will be required to make to eligible customers in accordance with the department's determination under section 5.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_5603387a_611d_43aa_988d_150b23d]Sec. 3.  Energy rate relief payments. Resolved: That, by September 15, 2022, the commission shall verify the amounts reported by each covered utility under section 2 and certify the total amount for each covered utility to the department, the Treasurer of State and the State Controller. By September 30, 2022, the State Controller shall transfer the total amount certified by the commission from the funds designated by the department to the fund. Within 15 days after the State Controller has transferred the total amount to the fund, the Treasurer of State shall pay from the fund to each covered utility the amount attributable to that utility. The covered utility shall deposit funds received into a separate account to be used only for the purposes of this section and not for other purposes.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_91806ac2_9f36_4357_907d_e2f48c3][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__e1532122_2731_476c_bfd2_260][bookmark: _PAGE__2_91c1972c_7af0_4c7c_9e7d_a4fb933][bookmark: _PAR__2_13563173_cc1b_4947_aec3_19ed6415]Sec. 4.  Energy rate relief payments by covered utilities. Resolved: That, by October 30, 2022, each covered utility shall credit to the account of each eligible customer the amount of relief payment to which the eligible customer is entitled under section 5 unless the eligible customer is no longer a customer of the utility. By November 15, 2022, the covered utility shall report to the department the total amount of relief payments applied to eligible customer accounts and the total number of eligible customers who received an account credit in each relief payment tier specified in section 5, subsections 1 to 3. When a covered utility credits the relief payment to the customer's bill, the utility may deduct that amount from the separate account set aside for purposes of this section under section 3 and treat that amount as if it were a payment by the customer. Any funds that a covered utility does not credit to an eligible customer under this section by June 1, 2023 must be returned to the Treasurer of State, who, by December 31, 2023, shall transfer the funds to the department.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_5b8a79e7_cc2b_4e42_b1c1_294d9c2d]Sec. 5.  Energy rate relief payment distribution. Resolved: That the department shall determine the amount of relief payments for covered utilities to credit to an eligible customer based on the number of kilowatt-hours billed by the covered utility to the customer on the February 2022 invoice in accordance with the following relief payment tiers:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_7f80f065_4f29_4552_b4ad_69eda942]1.  Tier 1 includes eligible customers that used at least 1,000 but no more than 49,999 kilowatt-hours;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_44ca840a_a712_4ad0_ae22_50c9cf3d]2.  Tier 2 includes eligible customers that used at least 50,000 but no more than 100,000 kilowatt-hours; and
[bookmark: _PAR__6_6776bffa_0033_4393_b102_43ba91d6]3.  Tier 3 includes eligible customers that used more than 100,000 kilowatt-hours.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_37a71308_e57c_4a14_a999_cb14644d]Sec. 6.  Energy Rate Relief Fund. Resolved: That the Energy Rate Relief Fund is established for purposes of facilitating relief payments under this section. The fund consists of all resources transferred to the fund by the State Controller under section 3 and funds identified by the department to implement this section. The fund must be used to provide relief payments to covered utilities or consumer-owned transmission and distribution utilities under this section. The department may use the fund to provide energy rate relief to eligible customers of a consumer-owned transmission and distribution utility. Any amounts remaining in the fund on June 30, 2023 must be transferred by the State Controller to the department.
[bookmark: _PAR__8_5e828299_e2f1_4134_b90d_5aa64ef1]Sec. 7.  Review. Resolved: That, by June 30, 2023, the department shall undertake a review of each covered utility to ensure that the relief payment under section 3 has been credited to eligible customers or returned to the State in accordance with section 4. If the department determines that any of the requirements of this section have not been complied with, the department may issue appropriate orders to correct the noncompliance or provide a report to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over energy, utilities and technology matters recommending legislation to address the matter.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__482eee32_0c49_4168_8e42_6e][bookmark: _PAR__9_fa2e2040_7be9_4a83_a023_8cf24823]Sec. 8.  Appropriations and allocations.  Resolved:  That the following appropriations and allocations are made.
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[bookmark: _PAR__12_f672a897_56a1_4991_91aa_11819a6]Initiative: Provides a base allocation to authorize expenditure of funds received to provide relief payments to covered utilities.
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_7361639d_5a0f_4408_8c2b_795a1b29]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a671bac3_6be4_43cb_9b59_74][bookmark: _PAR__4_cf28708c_a6aa_4a3b_975f_901c1522]Amend the amendment by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__ad010238_f41b_4363_8c95_e83a34][bookmark: _PAR__5_5c8a8bfe_b8b1_4189_8e76_71bec4b0]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__6_43ac5211_90d4_4865_bd21_04eb0259]This amendment amends Committee Amendment "A" by requiring the Department of Economic and Community Development to administer the energy rate relief fund payments, instead of the Public Utilities Commission, using funds designated by the department.  It authorizes the department to determine the amount of relief payments for covered utilities to credit to eligible customers according to tiers based on the number of kilowatt-hours used by eligible customers.  It also authorizes the department to use funds for providing energy rate relief to consumer-owned transmission and distribution utilities and makes other technical changes.
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