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An Act Regarding Certain Employees of and To Provide for the Payment of Certain Filing Fees to the Public Advocate
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__d7dec7be_1445_48e5_ab6][bookmark: _PAR__1_ef506b90_37c5_4d00_bc59_cf2dd035][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__762e9347_8d55_48bd_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4b3d947a_9698_4b04][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a83cfcb1_2651_4d61_9623_7][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__99123a9e_3483_4a35_aaef_1c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__8faee9ec_3e1b_4f06_a3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1919bb39_c928_4fe0]Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §708, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5995f45e_4bf9_49e7_ad9f][bookmark: _REV__2bc856b4_d034_49c0_9f43_01d155c5a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__233f0099_f033_43b4_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a51a53cf_519a_471c_92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e74ea0ac_ad1d_41e6_89][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f9827b15_779e_4a0a_ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__5c0a7442_6fe6_4520_ac2a_fa3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f255e4c6_43d4_4cd1_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d4de5e01_71b2_4089_bb4]4-A.  Filing fee to Office of the Public Advocate.  When an applicant pays a filing fee to the commission pursuant to subsection 4, the applicant shall, at the same time, pay to the Office of the Public Advocate a filing fee not to exceed 3/100 of 1% of the total transaction value of the reorganization, as determined by the commission, if the office determines that the application may involve issues that would necessitate significant additional costs to the office.  The applicant may request the Office of the Public Advocate to waive all or a portion of the filing fee. The Office of the Public Advocate shall decide on the waiver request within 30 days.
[bookmark: _REV__b3b0fb81_1cb6_4e38_ab38_6d45bcd1ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f7a8a790_7084_4399_b21][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__95f69450_05ee_414e_bee6_c053]Filing fees paid as required under this subsection must be segregated, apportioned and expended by the Office of the Public Advocate for the purposes of representing the interests of consumers in the proceeding before the commission or conducting public outreach to inform consumers about the proceeding. The Office of the Public Advocate shall return any portion of the filing fee that is not expended for these purposes to the applicant who paid the fee.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__9a7bce64_6135_48ca_8a8f_d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__38f089d1_418c_48ec][bookmark: _PAR__4_5e1f6e28_c78e_4842_b28e_c64688f7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__596addd5_ce3f_476e]Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §1701, sub-§3, ¶E, as amended by PL 2019, c. 226, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2418407e_6df9_452a_8d26][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__22ddc01c_4c59_4111_85da_c6c6][bookmark: _PAR__5_7a1d6a21_5269_46ce_bd6e_c0c62cfa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__92fff67e_9e09_4c3e_a6a]E.  Business Services Manager Senior Assistant to the Public Advocate, salary range 26;
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d89c7d0b_ede8_4656][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d00b9033_cf50_41b4_8b37_6][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6cadaffa_df80_417c_9846_1d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__efc16d14_793e_4c1f]Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §3132, sub-§10-A, as amended by PL 2019, c. 177, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e2ac356f_4c9f_4fd7_9aba][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2a631389_138d_4c9c_858c_fbc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ecc48c56_1038_43fd_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e41613e1_39a5_486b_9c3][bookmark: _REV__bf1432e6_bfd8_4589_bac5_65cc9116c4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0706924c_60fe_4268_a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__16b8d5ff_5164_4e81_89][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a7732845_44b7_4143_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c3912b99_26d5_46db_bc]10-A.  Filing fee to Office of the Public Advocate.  When a person pays a filing fee to the commission pursuant to subsection 9, the person shall, at the same time, pay to the Office of the Public Advocate an amount equal to 2/100 of 1% of the estimated cost to erect, rebuild or relocate the transmission line, except that in the case of a petition filed under subsection 2, the fee is 3/100 of 1%. If the Office of the Public Advocate's expenses in the transmission line proceeding exceed the amount of the original filing fee, the Office of the Public Advocate may bill the person monthly for additional incurred expenses. The person may, at the time of the filing of the petition under this section, request the Office of the Public Advocate to waive all or a portion of the filing fee. The Office of the Public Advocate shall decide on the waiver request within 30 days.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__800bee7b_127a_4b5b_859][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__17f1c636_f848_45da_a27a_a0eb]Filing fees paid as required under this subsection must be segregated, apportioned and expended by the Office of the Public Advocate for the purposes of representing the interests of consumers in the proceeding before the commission or conducting public outreach to inform consumers about the proceeding.  The Office of the Public Advocate shall return any portion of the filing fee that is not expended for these purposes to the person who paid the fee.
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