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An Act to Establish the Option of Sentencing Alternatives for Primary Caregivers
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__7622f279_de1e_4dec_818][bookmark: _PAR__1_1411d833_5a84_4dc4_a774_9d0b4f7c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__60ea9326_4e49_4862_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__686ab4e4_753f_4caf_803d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__10aee618_cc85_49a7_adbe_932a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cad4c420_9d49_4a70_8d1][bookmark: _REV__93cffe3d_d676_4165_a685_4a60f4d794][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__94ab2653_d98c_4714_b5]B.  Second, the court shall determine the maximum term of imprisonment to be imposed by considering all other relevant sentencing factors, both aggravating and mitigating, appropriate to the case.  Relevant sentencing factors include, but are not limited to, the character of the individual, the individual's criminal history, the effect of the offense on the victim, the effect of the potential term of imprisonment on those relying on the individual as a primary caregiver and the protection of the public interest.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4cf394e8_abf5_4fc3_b62f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__29567162_bef2_4993_a00d_578][bookmark: _REV__e318a562_7ce7_40d7_aaaa_66fc1bbd14][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cbad2499_6d18_4912_ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ffdb213c_81b5_4d69_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3085e0b4_4900_4328_ac8]4.  Class D or Class E crimes.  In imposing a sentencing alternative for a Class D or Class E crime pursuant to section 1502 that is contested by the parties and setting the appropriate length of that term as well as any unsuspended portion of that term accompanied by a period of probation or administrative release, the court shall consider all relevant sentencing factors, both aggravating and mitigating, appropriate to the case.  Relevant sentencing factors include, but are not limited to, the character of the individual, the individual's criminal history, the effect of the offense on the victim, the effect of the potential sentencing alternative on those relying on the individual as a primary caregiver and the protection of the public interest.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a59a0cd5_f623_42dd_98fd][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8c7f4894_92d8_40b8_94][bookmark: _REV__92a675cc_dcd5_4cac_82d1_05e97a2e15][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__25790fa5_4a5b_4582_bfc1_3b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e1783c6f_8ec3_473f_af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7fc0f8df_5894_4a3e_b1d]5.  Primary caregiver defined.  As used in this section, "primary caregiver" means an individual who has the greatest responsibility for the care of a minor, a dependent person or an incapacitated adult as defined by Title 22, section 3472, subsection 10.
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