130th Maine Legislature
An Act To Facilitate Children's Testimony in Certain Sex Crime Cases
L.D. 1612
An Act To Facilitate Children's Testimony in Certain Sex Crime Cases

STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-ONE
_____
H.P. 1201 - L.D. 1612
An Act To Facilitate Children's Testimony in Certain Sex Crime Cases
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__25d37238_da6c_4bab_b3b][bookmark: _PAR__1_8581426c_ba4a_4be4_901b_84f78f11][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__f77bb23d_e536_4c80_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a69912a8_c1ef_4df1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8d82eef5_e88d_4680_89cd_6][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e30c2382_8627_4854_8157_f4][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__e129c7b3_2760_4741_9c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6edc134b_1234_48a9]Sec. 1.  15 MRSA §1321 is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8775d4fa_d9a9_49bf_acaa][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cfd6f783_470d_4f1c_b15c_09f][bookmark: _REV__bd98aef1_97b5_4d34_8135_974674c846][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__71e92f23_839f_4625_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__72debb86_d1c3_4c3c_94e]1.  Testimony of a child outside the presence of the defendant.  Upon motion by the State prior to trial and with reasonable notice to the defendant, a court may allow a child who is 14 years of age or younger to testify outside the presence of the defendant pursuant to this section in a criminal proceeding concerning a crime under Title 17-A, chapter 11 or 12 in which the child is the alleged victim.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__67db1756_aedd_456d_abb1][bookmark: _REV__407f803f_d56b_4c80_87ff_f3197b7b2d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__01145552_cf6b_434a_80f4_691][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9a1ef205_3907_4ed3_80][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b67380d9_5325_48cc_8bc]2.  Requirements for direct testimony outside the presence of the defendant.  Direct testimony of a child outside the presence of the defendant under subsection 1 must meet the following requirements:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ac2b3062_f423_4210_a198][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__28b77f96_6e57_493f_a443_599b][bookmark: _REV__923cbbc2_5517_4185_95d4_a6dde569df][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__93271436_cd16_4f83_a46]B.  The testimony must occur at a recognized children's advocacy center with only a victim or witness advocate present in the room in which the child is testifying;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e414dfc8_921d_4632_a97d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__84947f89_23f1_468c_94dc_aed6][bookmark: _REV__d2e25cb2_bd44_4b08_b529_3c1e83db73][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e9e5b537_ffd9_49aa_bf0]C.  The opportunity for real-time cross-examination of the child must be provided to the defendant's attorney after the child's direct testimony; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fca437c4_dc05_424d_8728][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e44b92c6_2419_4358_8c2f_4e6c][bookmark: _REV__11ae5ce0_0775_472b_80f8_c618c31d93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__154c39a9_1fb0_4aa2_bf9]D.  The defendant must be able to observe the testimony of the child while the child is testifying and must be able to communicate with the defendant's attorney while the child is testifying.
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