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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__c2a55c3f_2261_4fc7_8000_cd][bookmark: _PAR__10_dfb35e45_f82e_4261_847d_82e3bdf]Amend the amendment by striking out all of section 1 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_87be0606_f4d6_4b51_ac58_ec9cbd7]'Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §6502-C, sub-§1-C, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 169, §2 and affected by §5, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_19fa2b82_0c64_4845_9f64_2627852]1-C.  Menhaden license limited entry system.  Notwithstanding subsection 1‑B, the commissioner may shall establish by rule a limited entry system under which a person who did not hold a commercial menhaden license in the previous calendar year may become eligible to obtain that license when the total number of commercial menhaden licenses is less than 350 licenses and as long as the fishery exit ratio is one to one. The rules for a limited entry system must include provisions for the method and administration of the system. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A. and provide preference to individuals:
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[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e99db59d_343c_46cc_9519_c3][bookmark: _PAR__16_f4edc7f8_6640_44cb_b74e_f24349c]Amend the amendment in section 2 in subsection 1-E in the first line (page 1, line 24 in amendment) by striking out the following: "in 2026"
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6c76b537_24a8_43b7_8685_18][bookmark: _PAR__17_e66d9bf6_088a_483d_9ff4_e67fe65]Amend the amendment in section 2 in subsection 1-E in the first and 2nd lines (page 1, lines 24 and 25 in amendment) by striking out the following: "Notwithstanding subsection 1-B" and inserting the following: 'Prior to the adoption of a limited entry system pursuant to subsection 1-C'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__fe523a53_5ed3_4027_beac_12][bookmark: _PAR__18_356a1d25_0914_4a6b_999e_0f6b977]Amend the amendment in section 2 in subsection 1-E in the 2nd line (page 1, line 25 in amendment) by striking out the following: "2026"
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__3e34f38e_41d6_489a_b2bc_d3][bookmark: _PAR__19_4a67737a_d84e_4b93_ba88_330d5f3]Amend the amendment in section 2 in subsection 1-E in the 3rd line (page 1, line 26 in amendment) by striking out the following: "2026"
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__73734f57_f43f_4acc_b609_e2][bookmark: _PAR__20_02109f8d_784e_4f5d_841c_5db0865]Amend the amendment by striking out all of section 3.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__73221211_5441_48bf_a4da_f7][bookmark: _PAGE__2_3bad55bd_58e4_464c_aae6_83363d0][bookmark: _PAR__2_9029e2c3_94f1_4c78_b98d_5139c964]Amend the amendment by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
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[bookmark: _PAR__4_5dd6a367_fb12_4939_a91c_f9e3677a]This amendment amends Committee Amendment "A" to require the Commissioner of Marine Resources to adopt rules by December 31, 2027 to establish a limited entry commercial menhaden fishing license system that provides preference to individuals who meet the eligibility standards established in Committee Amendment "A" and, based on geographical location, reside closest to the eastern coast of Maine.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_e9d5cc20_83de_4d33_9005_90fa87dd]Until the commissioner establishes the limited entry system, the eligibility standards must be used. The amendment also removes the provision of Committee Amendment "A" that directs the Department of Marine Resources to identify groups that should be prioritized for the first available licenses and develop an entry plan to provide the first opportunity for licenses to individuals in the identified groups.
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