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[bookmark: _PAR__12_c10bfbfd_54a8_44b7_a9a0_e1ad15a]'Sec. 1.  Transfer from General Fund unappropriated surplus; Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Milk Commission.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, on or before July 30, 2024, the State Controller shall transfer $500,000 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Milk Commission program, Other Special Revenue Funds account to provide one-time pandemic volatility payments to Maine milk producers who produced milk and reported production information to the Maine Milk Commission in calendar year 2022 and are currently participating in the dairy stabilization program under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, section 3153-B, also known as the Tier Program. In calculating the payment, the administrator of the Maine Milk Pool shall attempt to achieve, insofar as practical, a proportional distribution of the entire transferred amount to farmers by basing the payments on a per hundredweight production basis and limiting payments to a production limit of 5,000,000 pounds per farm.  The administrator of the Maine Milk Pool may use existing distribution methods within the Maine Milk Pool program to expedite the distribution of payments.
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[bookmark: _PAR__6_0ad77461_2410_41a2_a1b4_18d3869f]This amendment removes the provision requiring the transfer of $5,329,667 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund before July 30, 2023 and instead requires the transfer of $500,000 on or before July 30, 2024 from the unappropriated surplus of the General Fund to the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, Milk Commission program, Other Special Revenue Funds account to provide one-time pandemic volatility payments to Maine milk producers who produced milk and reported production information to the Maine Milk Commission in calendar year 2022 and are currently participating in the dairy stabilization program. The amendment also removes the emergency preamble and emergency clause and replaces the appropriations and allocations section.
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