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[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__9eaceb34_e035_4712_b3c][bookmark: _PAR__1_e5ab964d_11d9_4d33_b3c6_8304c5f4][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__aa362ecb_c781_46d1_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b8b48e47_2868_40ee][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__80cd0c9f_c2d4_4fd1_9765_f][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7a8cf25c_83be_4c31_b0f8_98][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__131229b8_ca76_43a7_82][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ce4d9998_da03_4698]Sec. 1.  2 MRSA §9, sub-§6-A, ¶A, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 411, §1, is amended by enacting a new subparagraph (3) to read:
[bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__10ae4b9c_e146_4a45_bf][bookmark: _REV__8f71c373_5f2e_4243_a78a_8b33818356][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__bc62cb0b_ecf2_4099_919e_aa0][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9d5dc0ed_11bb_4c6b_913a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__43bcf292_1093_4aa8_a22](3)  "Combined project" means a distributed solar facility that is paired with an energy storage system.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d15138ca_d5f5_4bd9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a49bbc8a_37f2_4856_8602_3][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a3b80632_c133_4043_acf6_b3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__15a2d406_e390_4a72]Sec. 2.  2 MRSA §9, sub-§6-A, ¶E, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 411, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8ad903bd_9d28_45a3_91c3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ccc9ce28_78d2_42d7_be59_2b52][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3cb07216_d4d0_4e45_b41][bookmark: _REV__f68f8321_57d6_4fab_8e2b_d5e205df32][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__66c5258a_0ce0_42f8_93][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__6649f3c3_18fa_442b_9d0][bookmark: _REV__38eb456f_2122_48f1_8500_118f04e3c6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2e83e932_994c_4b89_a0][bookmark: _REV__6017b9fc_cb78_40ec_b6b3_ca619d812a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2f89eefd_00e4_4a16_bd]E.  Except as provided in paragraph paragraphs C and F, ratepayer funds may not be used to implement the program or to provide funding under the program to distributed solar facilities or energy storage systems.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__6ff40802_30e6_422c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__de3b3836_6994_43ab_97f3_4][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e85d8a38_ff61_42a7_8ab7_c1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0ac6b484_1936_42e1]Sec. 3.  2 MRSA §9, sub-§6-A, ¶F is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__959bfec4_5790_4d53_80c9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__76cda761_7b84_4b8f_95][bookmark: _REV__c5d7074f_ab40_44ad_b73e_a0334ec684][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__1224b8a8_151f_47e0_836e_2d33][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3cf1df04_bb00_49ce_bc4]F.  The office may petition the Public Utilities Commission to procure energy, capacity or renewable energy credits in accordance with Title 35-A, section 3803 from distributed solar facilities or combined projects that receive federal funding pursuant to the program. The commission may not direct a transmission and distribution utility to enter into a long-term contract for energy, capacity or renewable energy credits from a distributed solar facility or a combined project unless the commission finds that the contract will benefit ratepayers and the procurement is in accordance with Title 35-A, section 3804.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__13862e59_35b4_49ea_8fbf_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a0659baf_006a_482c][bookmark: _PAR__4_9ebdfbe2_4bf8_43eb_871e_e1046cc6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7ec8edd8_2f1c_4a79]Sec. 4.  35-A MRSA §3408, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 481, §6, is amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__292b5980_5067_45d2_bb7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d55400fb_5bd7_44eb_9d20_1c3d][bookmark: _PAR__5_597e0c7b_4b02_4f23_9ec6_266580ee][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5786c190_06b5_4268_b5c]The Department of Labor shall adopt routine technical rules, as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A, to implement this subsection. The Department of Labor may adopt routine technical rules relating to the Maine emerging industry compensation threshold.
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