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[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__fc1d0095_6688_4e93_][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__09535cd4_2b61_426d_9fa5_92][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__c7feb8e6_32f6_435c_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
Whereas, progressive treatment programs are vital tools in helping individuals with serious mental illness remain in a community setting; and
Whereas, legal fees for initiating and extending progressive treatment programs are a barrier for many individuals; and
Whereas, the Progressive Treatment Program Fund is a dedicated fund to assist individuals who are filing an application for a progressive treatment program with paying for associated legal expenses; and
Whereas, the current individual cap in funding continues to result in underuse of the fund; and
Whereas, this legislation must take effect as soon as possible in order to address these issues; and
Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__dbbf440d_164c_4532_9b2][bookmark: _PAR__1_586740b2_aedf_4bb3_9083_e275467e]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__a6b846ef_0de2_4d21_b3][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b50646f1_9e4f_4395_a101_f6]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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