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[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__ee101076_aba1_45f4_a37][bookmark: _PAR__1_0892872c_ff26_499c_8e30_74ecb516][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__b20a9375_0263_4309_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__441d903e_c7aa_465e][bookmark: _PAR__2_73d2b07f_214f_4694_852c_9c204b6f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__80814503_60db_42b8_b2de_c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__c92fd44b_49e8_4300_b0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3b9e54a1_3d97_445f]Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §12004-A, sub-§15-A is enacted to read:
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	[bookmark: _PAR__4_1753126b_76e7_44cd_ba5a_7de2f8e3]Emergency Medical Services Licensing Board
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	32 MRSA §84 


[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__c139cc48_0553_4a7d][bookmark: _PAR__5_e5f860b5_0eec_41b2_b913_3472b805][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b1a6685f_0d47_4fb6_941a_1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ca81c721_b8c6_46a5]Sec. 2.  32 MRSA §83, sub-§13-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__781a0ea3_bd43_4315_b1ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cf5fb53a_85f4_44a8_85a7_fa9][bookmark: _PAR__6_5f3b0063_aef0_4245_aae2_8880ae7c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__adb9c5f3_c4d2_4661_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e7d84bf7_b5ea_44d3_a10]13-B.  Licensing board.  "Licensing board" means the Emergency Medical Services Licensing Board appointed by the board pursuant to section 84, subsection 1, paragraph H.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__276255d0_9c6b_416d][bookmark: _PAR__7_dc50869c_7b4f_4941_96ba_5208e5f1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__511602c2_6a17_46a8_a083_5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1deff7be_9aae_4b9b]Sec. 3.  32 MRSA §83, sub-§16-B, as amended by PL 2019, c. 617, Pt. C, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b726c09d_3d5c_43ee_aae5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ff397441_bb01_4def_aba1_f02][bookmark: _PAR__8_1dd56b68_3360_46b1_9bfe_8b1f338a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__183e5296_dd2c_46d2_b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__63180335_64de_48a7_bc3][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__79651d1d_3df2_4f8c_9c0][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ded7ff03_4585_4b66_bc0][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__36fa48cf_ea5a_4625_b2b]16-B.  Medical Direction and Practices Board.  "Medical Direction and Practices Board" means the board consisting of each regional and associate regional medical director, an emergency physician representing the Maine Chapter of the American College of Emergency Medicine Physicians, an at-large member, a toxicologist or licensed pharmacist, a person licensed under section 85 to provide basic emergency medical treatment, a person licensed under section 85 to provide advanced emergency medical treatment, a pediatric physician, the statewide associate emergency medical services medical director and the statewide emergency medical services medical director.  The Medical Direction and Practices Board is responsible for creation, adoption and maintenance of Maine Emergency Medical Services protocols pursuant to section 88‑B.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4c8fb358_74ba_4d0e][bookmark: _PAR__9_3b42bfdd_2ae0_4cc1_be6c_64fe062a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__5c43930a_98ab_4b50_87c5_2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__64d2f709_2fc5_4f07]Sec. 4.  32 MRSA §84, sub-§1, ¶H is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8d38861f_e610_461a_bf76][bookmark: _PAR__10_c3081546_59d8_4e2f_9cc4_4e1da7a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e374eeb6_67a9_4a0f_9e6a_a819][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bd8633c5_159c_4713_9c5]H.  The board, by majority vote and in consultation with the Commissioner of Public Safety or the commissioner's designee, shall appoint the Emergency Medical Services Licensing Board.  The licensing board consists of 7 members as follows:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__c5af2759_703d_47d9_934a_b71][bookmark: _PAR__11_8e029f42_ce47_44c9_b22a_be63da0][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b33ffc12_baf2_41a6_ac58][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c07d8841_4611_449e_964](1)  A member who is an emergency medical services physician representing hospitals; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__37908755_409f_446e_8653_3b6][bookmark: _PAR__12_957987f1_8dea_4c02_beee_e4977fc][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1de0a46d_fe56_4681_b95c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__30adb7b5_4bf5_4043_a6d](2)  A member representing advanced emergency medical services persons;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__980bbb3c_1ca7_4ae8_89fb_6c7][bookmark: _PAR__13_5ccb85d2_eeae_4938_89bf_ff3d4a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e2bb435a_6060_4dc1_92c5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__844034a4_a0d9_47b8_aad](3)  A member representing basic emergency medical services persons;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f1c3a01b_814d_4cfc_80a9_044][bookmark: _PAR__14_52384d29_2db7_42a6_9806_2abbb87][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__296b8e7e_32a9_41b9_8165][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b50555f4_3cbd_4049_bb6](4)  A member representing emergency medical dispatch services;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__8e33f5db_bd29_467b_b9b7_a5d][bookmark: _PAR__15_645a2035_1517_404b_b66e_798ed69][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9b0b34aa_b710_4751_b683][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__61b3239c_349e_454f_8fb](5)  A member representing emergency medical services licensed training centers;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__09ba7402_4250_46bd_b681_79d][bookmark: _PAR__16_191bfdc5_e1de_4f47_bf25_2910d40][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a7deb89c_6b6b_4d5d_8f60][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__753e5c58_12dc_4335_90c](6)  A member representing emergency medical services administrators; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__b58d254f_df3f_4c79_b6c4_eb0][bookmark: _PAR__17_c45e3604_3510_48df_b692_fdd8716][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__38526d58_bf38_4bc9_bf49][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__33ba0e17_c053_475f_a1d](7)  The Director of Maine Emergency Medical Services or the director's designee.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a9f5082e_9706_4969][bookmark: _PAR__18_883954b7_6b3a_47e4_9cb8_5163c9c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__05151090_4775_42a9_8fa8_d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__833c1db7_2ac4_45a7]Sec. 5.  32 MRSA §85, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2007, c. 274, §11, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a1127fee_187b_45da_bf6c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6d8183b6_9ce7_4795_bf1e_50e][bookmark: _PAR__19_bdc05ce6_2a53_4003_9c04_ad3900a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__62443199_2f07_4d9a_b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__567be018_baf3_4cea_afb]1.  Basic and advanced skills.  With advice from and in consultation with the licensing board and Medical Direction and Practices Board, the board may provide, by rule, which skills, techniques and judgments constitute a basic emergency medical treatment.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__25c97998_ee02_4e21][bookmark: _PAR__20_b0e30f8a_5b19_455d_8b03_3d8d91d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__124adb46_c021_4a4d_a85e_0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3ccb99ed_12cc_41c3]Sec. 6.  32 MRSA §85, sub-§3, as amended by PL 2025, c. 7, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__38f7cb60_5774_4d7e_a90f][bookmark: _PAR__1_fa3cb3c3_b8fb_4bd3_ad2f_ef1d3847][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__bb308c1a_872e_4366_96eb_008][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fd9ddc04_1db1_42d8_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7a93ac97_ceb2_426b_b79]3.  Minimum requirements for licensing.  In setting rules for the licensure of emergency medical services persons, the board, in consultation with the licensing board, shall ensure that a person is not licensed to care for patients unless that person's qualifications are at least those specified in this subsection.  Any person who meets these conditions is considered to have the credentials and skill demonstrations necessary for licensure to provide emergency medical treatment.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e5507681_8170_4e2e_bb58][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__25eb6029_73ca_44b7_80c0_6de5][bookmark: _PAR__2_d34a29c0_07f4_42db_a23b_48c66a43][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b58e2622_e981_44ac_99a]A.  The person must have completed successfully the training specified in rules adopted by the board pursuant to the Maine Administrative Procedure Act.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5677aa9c_cc65_4a2f_a301][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2f232aa2_b3fa_4634_8eeb_7b19][bookmark: _PAR__3_5e397598_2875_4571_b603_ebce244c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__66602cec_ac80_43b4_9e9]C.  The person must have successfully completed a state board-approved cognitive test for basic emergency medical treatment and a board-approved assessment of emergency medical treatment skills.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ea5966b3_5d8d_4cc7_afe][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6aa0a7f1_4e4c_40ac_92c8_e33e][bookmark: _PAR__4_33571ad2_d19b_4ad6_ab46_c765bbfd][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5c283133_4e0f_42da_8ac]The licensing board shall obtain criminal history record information containing a record of public criminal history record information as defined in Title 16, section 703, subsection 9 for an applicant seeking licensure under this subsection.  Information obtained pursuant to this subsection is confidential and may be used only to determine suitability for issuance of a license to provide emergency medical services.  The results of criminal history record checks received by the licensing board are for official use only and may not be disseminated outside the licensing board.  The applicant for licensure shall pay the expense of obtaining the information required by this subsection.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__33f1d87e_04b4_4cd4][bookmark: _PAR__5_25f830d9_1de6_4447_90c1_1b28c63d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__20ac1240_a5ac_4816_b21c_a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c9e6bc69_61d5_40de]Sec. 7.  32 MRSA §85, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2025, c. 7, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__362a570c_8552_4e58_8b81][bookmark: _PAR__6_68d3dd54_33ad_4057_9316_923ef1eb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c7f9ebf0_ca10_480f_9004_5e5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__632de5cf_d5b3_4093_94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__23ca203b_0d8d_4109_a42]4.  Minimum requirements for relicensing.  The board, in consultation with the licensing board, shall set by rule the license and relicensing requirements and the relicensing interval for emergency medical services persons.  A person who is duly licensed in Maine as an emergency medical services person must be issued a renewal license if the following requirements are met:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__506b3bcf_3c3f_44aa_9c54][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8d08b527_98cd_4c67_b2e2_2d67][bookmark: _PAR__7_0c6a9c10_ab49_45f2_95ee_c8b30e78][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ab388011_370b_4418_bf4]A.  The person must have satisfactorily completed relicensure training as defined in the rules; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__789f0799_bca5_401c_86f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ce8fe739_7828_4722_a26d_f5a0][bookmark: _PAR__8_8ab39d79_4100_4f2d_b6b2_635daec8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__de9aa3d0_e64c_4f58_82a]B.  The person must have satisfactorily demonstrated competence in the skills required for the license level.  Skill competence may be satisfied by a combination of run report reviews and continuing education training programs conducted in accordance with the rules or by satisfactorily completing the state board-approved cognitive test and a board-approved assessment of emergency medical treatment skills.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6e1185fd_fbe0_4fa8_964][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ef2113ca_d50c_4d74_a8e5_6d17][bookmark: _PAR__9_623598c5_2917_4af6_b80f_b77ebd91]If the person is not duly licensed at the time of application, the person must demonstrate skill and knowledge as defined in the rules.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3c0730d4_e88d_442e_a54][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__620c0c48_74b8_431e_afc7_ff2f][bookmark: _PAR__10_a8fb8388_9820_45b8_8a82_8fa38d2]To maintain a valid license, an emergency medical services person must meet the criteria set out in this section.  If those criteria are not met, a person does not hold a valid license and must reapply for licensure.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__7ce8cdda_c88d_46cc][bookmark: _PAR__11_f2704b22_751c_4dde_94aa_e94d816][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8816fe29_94e5_4b87_a52e_b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__23eab38c_a055_4b56]Sec. 8.  32 MRSA §85-A, sub-§4, as amended by PL 2011, c. 271, §12, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3de377c4_1c44_402d_b775][bookmark: _PAR__12_02dbe686_ac15_4b50_a73c_4a38af1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c14bb695_3ecf_4178_aef6_bb6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__36a6d502_d50f_4546_83][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5dd8143a_40ae_4187_97e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__dd9635bf_c133_413f_91e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a462254f_4253_40d4_a30][bookmark: _PAR__1_2106c142_fb2c_4d72_b8a8_5df8ec35][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__586b6d65_86e5_4af1_993][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__bcaa215a_844b_40e4_88e]4.  Licensing actions.  A license issued pursuant to this section is subject to the provisions of sections section 90‑A and 91‑A.  Before the licensing board or its subcommittee or staff takes any final action to suspend or revoke an emergency medical dispatch center license or to refuse to reissue an emergency medical dispatch center license, the licensing board shall contact the bureau for input on the effect of such an action on the E-9-1-1 system and, notwithstanding section 91‑B, may, to the extent necessary for this purpose, disclose to the bureau information that is designated as confidential under section 91‑B.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__034b70c6_7b19_4dcf][bookmark: _PAR__2_5346ef2d_3cbf_4b36_8090_9e476f63][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c021a878_0041_4cf3_a14b_4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f0175548_7f6e_444a]Sec. 9.  32 MRSA §85-B, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 220, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__36cd8d7c_e1dd_4669_b461][bookmark: _PAR__3_603c6169_a896_4d9a_9dc1_3863ceee][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c1d17147_c58a_444e_8132_b91][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3ab16ecb_6b23_467f_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__42da59b7_4317_4250_807]1.  Mandatory qualifications.  The board, in consultation with the licensing board, shall adopt rules governing qualifications for and standards to be observed by emergency medical services ambulance operators, including:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8c26e732_8573_467a_91ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2ad0cf6e_6a9e_4d33_a35d_371f][bookmark: _PAR__4_4416d747_8bf5_4a3d_b449_61a9b7d3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7e98f433_5318_42d0_9e7]A.  Establishing licensing requirements for emergency medical services ambulance operators;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__97b924e5_8f2a_4054_9845][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3bf60562_6b48_47c5_8b24_5a8d][bookmark: _PAR__5_ea45ffa1_a9ea_4951_a9b3_a83db9f0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__aeaed396_2e47_465a_846]B.  Establishing minimal education and continuing education requirements for emergency medical services ambulance operators;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__65223814_38fd_426e_9248][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9a62cae6_cd66_4bd7_a7bc_f501][bookmark: _PAR__6_6b4fd0e3_d517_4b33_829d_3484f98b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8bf8fe01_98b3_417b_b47]C.  Providing for Maine Emergency Medical Services approval of training programs for emergency medical services ambulance operators that are conducted in accordance with standards approved by the board; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f407bc0a_4820_40ae_93f2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6cad228e_7343_49ad_83f7_60f0][bookmark: _PAR__7_27b0bded_f832_4950_b173_5b641c37][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f50ba468_9051_4ff4_9a1][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0f6e0780_4293_4ce1_84d]D.  Establishing requirements for holding a valid state driver’s license pursuant to Title 29‑A, chapter 11, subchapter 1.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__27cfe010_450a_4374][bookmark: _PAR__8_58345a28_afff_4dc1_b4bd_797ef35e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__82686576_c0d3_4bff_bd42_b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a8c157ba_b534_4c94]Sec. 10.  32 MRSA §85-B, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 220, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__328000f1_32da_436d_b7cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__96c59912_a7e7_44f3_85d6_e99][bookmark: _PAR__9_34fd2545_06bd_4f0e_bf93_86501afa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__945c6efa_d149_4f5c_b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a9731160_6837_4f70_975][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4dc51acd_10b6_4aa0_af9]2.  Background and driver's license information check.  The licensing board shall obtain criminal history record information containing a record of public criminal history record information as defined in Title 16, section 703, subsection 8 for an applicant for licensure under this section.  The licensing board shall also obtain driver's license information for an applicant for licensure under this section.  Information obtained pursuant to this subsection is confidential and may be used only to determine suitability for issuance of a license to operate an emergency medical services ambulance.  The results of criminal history record information checks received by the licensing board are for official use only and may not be disseminated outside the board.  The applicant for licensure shall pay the expense of obtaining the information required by this subsection.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__dd28794b_d7c0_42fb][bookmark: _PAR__10_88fb85c0_49c5_49fd_a95e_8b55bb0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b2c07744_66ba_4b29_b127_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__30da29ad_72e8_470d]Sec. 11.  32 MRSA §85-B, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 220, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__90267d5e_4692_42ff_a119][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4741e034_a49f_45fd_b33d_9e4][bookmark: _PAR__11_45bc823a_c5af_4c83_afec_0b69bfd][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3fde5f89_d367_4a03_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3fbca109_8140_41cc_86a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__04585bdd_c318_45ba_8c6][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b87bee3c_fc08_4c2a_aac]4.  Licensing actions.  A license issued under this section is subject to the provisions of sections section 90‑A and 91‑A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__2fd77b68_a521_4423][bookmark: _PAR__12_149024dd_5381_4278_84c3_10ed927][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d05c29fc_0c81_4813_a840_7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6d638549_b6ed_484e]Sec. 12.  32 MRSA §88, sub-§2, ¶C, as amended by PL 1991, c. 588, §16, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5a720dbb_9231_45c1_8d35][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__71de4325_5c91_4797_ae67_734d][bookmark: _PAR__13_e0f50067_3f9a_415c_be77_ac70553][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4738d300_4ba9_49f4_b6e]C.  The board shall delegate authority to the licensing board to grant licenses pursuant to this chapter.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__0cadea0a_725b_4dc8][bookmark: _PAR__14_50628820_3e87_4530_b455_23727f9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__05c5d11a_fc7b_4326_a1ad_7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__82020679_5861_4441]Sec. 13.  32 MRSA §88, sub-§2, ¶I, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 588, §16, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cf98908c_3af6_45d9_a4ee][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4de15043_53ae_43d1_8350_7615][bookmark: _PAR__1_177f46d7_a9ea_40cb_b128_f344de0e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__457fdce2_1f7c_47e8_84d]I.  The board, in consultation with the licensing board, may establish and collect licensure fees, application fees, examination fees, course and conference fees, tuition and other charges as determined necessary by the board for the efficient administration of this chapter.  All funds received pursuant to this paragraph must be deposited into a nonlapsing fund established for the purpose.  Maine Emergency Medical Services shall administer the fund with the advice and consent of the commissioner.  Funds must be deposited with the Treasurer of State to the credit of the fund and may be invested as provided by law.  Interest on these investments must be credited to the fund.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__aae449da_e616_4353][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__dc9bff37_1b07_4479_9ced_4][bookmark: _PAR__2_5ff25717_9e81_413b_a82a_9d2ff77d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__54e9435f_a09a_48ff]Sec. 14.  32 MRSA §88, sub-§3, as amended by PL 2019, c. 370, §17, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f849eae6_1ef2_40fb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__373c0397_38f0_4764_a005_8][bookmark: _PAR__3_77658542_56d1_4e13_82a2_bcdbcc4c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__576f5fc0_3fb6_47e1]Sec. 15.  32 MRSA §88, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 229, §4, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__785a9ff6_608d_4171][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__6ac5e1a2_f12c_496e_85cb_f][bookmark: _PAR__4_d3c4573d_fc54_413f_be83_bad00fe4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5193f03b_bbef_4c46]Sec. 16.  32 MRSA §88, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 2015, c. 6, §2, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4f474e5e_9305_4600][bookmark: _PAR__5_2c090aef_c6f1_4984_b01e_37619eaa][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__591f3e9b_5043_484a_91f9_9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__401412d1_9348_4c2f]Sec. 17.  32 MRSA §90-A, as amended by PL 2023, c. 111, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__6_f3992910_8c23_45af_afd3_4ed10626][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__0132165b_3128_40d2_86e4_9a54][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__30e0491a_7570_46e1_8f90][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__97784fda_0e2c_4378_b3]§90-A.  Licensing actions
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__69e08d8d_29a7_4041_ae38][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0fc61eba_a9c6_49b3_88da_6de][bookmark: _PAR__7_cd259c4b_906e_4cf0_a796_c518b62e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3aeaa561_02b7_4e7f_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__64186f10_ca1b_4e8e_8c2]1.  Disciplinary proceedings and sanctions.  The licensing board or, as delegated, its subcommittee or staff, shall investigate a complaint on its own motion or upon receipt of a written complaint filed with the licensing board regarding noncompliance with or violation of this chapter or of any rules adopted by the board. Investigation may include an informal conference before the board, its subcommittee or staff to determine whether grounds exist for suspension, revocation or denial of a license or for taking other disciplinary action pursuant to this chapter.  The licensing board, its subcommittee or its staff may subpoena witnesses, records and documents, including records and documents maintained by a health care facility or other service organization or person related to the delivery of emergency medical services, in any investigation or hearing it conducts.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__484c66a9_24d6_4ff6_8354][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__93e1e19c_b479_4705_99a3_08d][bookmark: _PAR__8_280777a1_d023_47f4_907f_ff85f41a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__eb34e658_2e20_4d4a_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b5e7c31b_0e8a_4681_943][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d9ea9764_deba_476a_a0c]2.  Notice.  The licensing board shall notify the licensee of the content of a complaint filed against the licensee as soon as possible, but in no event later than 60 days after the licensing board or its staff receives the initial pertinent information. The licensee has the right to respond within 30 days in all cases except those involving an emergency denial, suspension or revocation, as described in the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 5.  If the licensee's response to the complaint satisfies the licensing board or its staff that the complaint does not merit further investigation or action, the matter may be dismissed, with notice of the dismissal to the complainant, if any.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6262180d_770b_40e2_aadd][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__fdc77902_0145_43ad_a076_3b6][bookmark: _PAR__9_e8957883_7e5e_46d2_871e_15289eac][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ec10b175_695b_41c2_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__aa0154e0_a865_462e_970][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f66ef536_5a1f_484e_ab8]3.  Informal conference.  If, in the opinion of the board, its subcommittee or staff, the factual basis of the complaint is or may be true and the complaint is of sufficient gravity to warrant further action, the board or staff may request an informal conference with the licensee.  The board shall provide the licensee with adequate notice of the conference and of the issues to be discussed.  The conference must be conducted in executive session of the board, subcommittee or staff, pursuant to Title 1, section 405, unless otherwise requested by the licensee.  Statements made at the conference may not be introduced at a subsequent formal administrative or judicial hearing unless all parties consent.  The licensee may, without prejudice, refuse to participate in an informal conference if the licensee prefers to request an adjudicatory hearing.  If the licensee participates in the informal conference, the licensee waives the right to object to a participant at the hearing who participated at the informal conference.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a2675861_10c0_4c58_a5b2][bookmark: _PAR__1_e96e7f59_2eff_4fee_b34f_f39743dc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f6129448_0f5f_484a_9891_1c3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4cda15c4_3d11_47d0_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7eb24bc3_eede_490a_ae9]4.  Further action.  If the licensing board, its subcommittee or its staff finds that the factual basis of the complaint is true and is of sufficient gravity to warrant further action, it may take any of the following actions.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__277fe340_2504_40b2_972c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0b76e760_841e_4858_82b7_76de][bookmark: _PAR__2_06a2ccf1_b7ac_4f5d_9a15_46b05cc1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7b94783e_0892_42ba_a85]A.  The licensing board, its subcommittee or its staff may negotiate a consent agreement with the licensee that fixes the period and terms of probation necessary to protect the public health and safety and to rehabilitate or educate the licensee.  A consent agreement may be used to terminate a complaint investigation, if entered into by the licensing board or its staff, the licensee and the Department of the Attorney General.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0f163bcb_27f4_4c6f_81a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b2b08061_331f_4f86_bf0d_2357][bookmark: _PAR__3_6f529507_eaf8_430e_a889_6adb6a5b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__033ac333_4ac2_4bb9_b60]B.  If a licensee voluntarily surrenders a license, the licensing board, its subcommittee or its staff may negotiate stipulations necessary to ensure protection of the public health and safety and the rehabilitation or education of the licensee. These stipulations may be set forth only in a consent agreement signed by the licensing board or its staff, the licensee and the Department of the Attorney General.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3fb95d34_5116_4cda_aed9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__91ff64d6_9dd8_42a3_a34c_674a][bookmark: _PAR__4_664a0a0f_82a3_4b3c_96bf_85ef8dfe][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5d500a02_6875_41ca_bce][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9bb7121c_d8b5_4486_83b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__1df3f842_794d_4272_8cf][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d38059d2_fa69_4aa6_b3f][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0fbc3de1_75a8_46c5_b3b]C.  If the licensing board, its subcommittee or its staff concludes that modification, nonrenewal or suspension pursuant to section 88, subsection 3 subsection 7 of a license or imposition of a civil penalty pursuant to section 88, subsection 3 subsection 7 is in order, the licensing board shall so notify the licensee and inform the licensee of the licensee's right to request an adjudicatory hearing.  If the licensee requests an adjudicatory hearing in a timely manner, the adjudicatory hearing must be held by the licensing board in accordance with Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 4.  If the licensee wishes to appeal the final decision of the licensing board, the licensee shall file a petition for review with the Superior Court within 30 days of receipt of the licensing board's decision.  Review under this paragraph must be conducted pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 7.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4d015226_d6db_4e81_9175][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__562f4fc4_9b14_40bb_b372_7d89][bookmark: _PAR__5_22d41b0b_8212_4d69_b3bf_8a35b092][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cf8601f2_7ef9_43e2_800][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4c1baa4f_9691_40a8_a64][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__8a0a1c11_5189_4990_966]D.  Except in the specific circumstances where for which Title 5, section 10004 may be invoked, if the licensing board or its staff concludes that suspension beyond the authority conferred by section 88 and subsection 7 of the license is in order, the licensing board or its staff shall request the Attorney General to file a complaint in the District Court in accordance with Title 4, chapter 5 and the Maine Administrative Procedure Act to commence either full or emergency proceedings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d54f86de_2464_4e8c_bae5][bookmark: _PAR__6_cd61950d_0831_47b6_96bd_dbd0b89d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__20802bae_744d_44d7_aa79_865][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a060ee1f_b056_4f1e_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9912c018_4491_468b_b14]5.  Grounds for licensing action.  A decision to take action against any applicant or licensee pursuant to this chapter or any rules adopted pursuant to this chapter, including, but not limited to, a decision to impose a civil penalty or to refuse to issue or renew a license or to modify, suspend or revoke a license of a person, service or vehicle, may be predicated on the following grounds:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a5f59d43_1078_4971_95f9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a28def5b_bb1d_4dd7_93a5_8717][bookmark: _PAR__7_71a5f941_2acc_4676_a0b6_863ab2c5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__60d70288_cd98_4dd8_90f]A.  Fraud or deceit in obtaining a license under this chapter or in connection with service rendered within the scope of the license issued;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__465a5e75_e9f1_4d66_a002][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4a190243_c88b_4ecd_b5fd_9495][bookmark: _PAR__8_a13f4513_3b1f_4ae8_b964_954416c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1d9d00ec_3b3b_439f_85c]B-1.  The use of any drug, narcotic or substance that is illegal under state or federal law, or to the extent that the licensee's ability to provide emergency medical services or emergency medical dispatch services would be impaired;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__10c8b257_bb06_4d2f_a7be][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e91558c9_d05e_4b5d_bb12_874e][bookmark: _PAR__9_f8a5cafc_c9c0_4e2c_93cf_ecba4e5f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fcd48010_eb8c_40c0_bfb]B-2.  A declaration of or claim pertaining to the licensee of legal incompetence that has not been legally terminated;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__06dd92fa_a14f_4405_ba22][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9942185d_b5fd_4616_ac3b_d102][bookmark: _PAR__1_60e11832_1f97_444a_b784_20bc7eda][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eb72294e_383b_47cb_bbf]B-3.  Any condition or impairment within the preceding 3 years, including, but not limited to, substance use disorder or a mental, emotional or nervous disorder or condition, that in any way affects, or if untreated could impair, the licensee's ability to provide emergency medical services or emergency medical dispatch services;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__af992c55_bc05_4fde_b63c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bbb101dd_4f0c_4f4e_836d_d988][bookmark: _PAR__2_304524c0_9de3_4271_a472_fad3f6e4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3640e422_53f5_4921_a5a]D.  Aiding or abetting the practice of emergency care by a person not duly licensed under this chapter who purports to be so;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__332a47fc_7e18_4011_8150][bookmark: _PAR__3_78d3601e_4d04_4d54_9afd_cbb607b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9c381960_2329_4b1e_a42d_496e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__09da4eb6_ea36_4e7a_b29]E.  Incompetent professional practice as evidenced by:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__4788178b_df19_4640_abca_d42][bookmark: _PAR__4_0672bb84_105a_4922_bc1f_98a40df2][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b73dc877_3fb6_490e_bd3a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b36cc1ac_593b_41e1_86b](1)  Demonstrated inability to respond appropriately to a client, patient or the general public; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__d48fd8b0_00a7_4001_bbcc_845][bookmark: _PAR__5_c31987b0_b5d7_48db_9777_d1407ac5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0fb3ac53_3dfe_48eb_9542][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bd9959ee_64c4_49d4_874](2)  Inability to apply principles, skills or knowledge necessary to successfully carry out the practice for which the licensee is licensed;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dfd3621d_0616_4428_a503][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9387aeb8_0420_4db5_8b2d_3e08][bookmark: _PAR__6_22fe5c7a_6884_4b27_b21f_d5bb725c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5d850cbb_b190_48dc_af8]F.  Violation of any reasonable standard of professional behavior, conduct or practice that has been established in the practice for which the licensee is licensed;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e8b3b7e1_a3a2_4d43_9a85][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__761ba111_a31b_4e5b_853a_3d56][bookmark: _PAR__7_a41a2d6a_6eb2_423c_9453_cac57856][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2d22fc2e_b071_40b1_81c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__4b6eb8dc_1d4e_400c_995][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__fd3c7a34_0229_48e5_b1a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__2fa9c81e_b42b_45e5_9aa][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__5ae0a11b_1311_44cd_a0c]G.  Subject to the limitations of Title 5, chapter 341, conviction of a crime that involves dishonesty or false statement, conviction of a crime that relates directly to the practice for which the licensee is licensed, conviction of a crime for which incarceration for one year or more may be imposed or conviction of a crime defined in Title 17‑A, chapter 11, 12 or 45;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ccb9b565_5e98_4653_a0c7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__67a7e233_723c_484a_bf0d_b37b][bookmark: _PAR__8_95fc7a0c_7eb0_4086_9db3_1bd5fa96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d099b699_c58a_4237_b1c]H.  Any violation of this chapter or any rule adopted by the board or the licensing board; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fbacda0a_1e26_42f0_81c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a9d44606_c2cc_4a35_8971_3074][bookmark: _PAR__9_c48ca424_e99a_4dee_8dc2_39e37729][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__82d20ae8_a57c_4bce_a99]I.  For other purposes as specified by rules or law.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d41b75d2_c7b9_43d8_8179][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b5f4b93b_3da7_442e_9445_9d2][bookmark: _PAR__10_b7889f9c_cfcc_4810_abd2_3f6a635][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4f1db01c_416d_4feb_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c4d73916_d045_4024_862][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__858d32c9_88bf_45be_bdb]6.  Notice of action.  In any proceeding under this section with regard to an ambulance service owned and operated by a municipality or a private ambulance service with which a municipality contracts for services, if the licensing board or its staff takes further licensing action under subsection 4, the licensing board shall notify in writing the town manager or city manager and the municipal officers of the municipality that owns and operates or contracts with the ambulance service within 5 business days of taking the action.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__893e28ab_5208_4c0e_bf97][bookmark: _PAR__11_209babb9_6301_4014_b913_e63110b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6cef64fd_d7d4_4b9e_b5bd_1a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__26a65cce_5e6a_4fee_af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f18ff00a_6f38_4046_978]7.  Authority.  In addition to authority otherwise conferred, the licensing board or, as delegated, its staff may, for each violation of applicable laws, rules or conditions of licensure or registration, in accordance with the procedures established in this section and any rules adopted by the board, take one or more of the following actions:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6a1f9f2c_eca6_492d_ac9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9d878605_d8d6_4480_adef_31d2][bookmark: _PAR__12_bc5e8e21_ef1e_425c_a1e6_77ede6a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4e266a55_a28a_41c7_a71]A.  Issue warnings, censures or reprimands to a licensee, deny or refuse to renew a license and suspend or revoke a license.  Each warning, censure, reprimand and revocation issued must be based upon violations of different applicable laws, rules or conditions of licensure or must be based upon separate instances of actionable conduct or activity;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c72457ff_f099_4dd1_a538][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cd905ecd_70d9_43fd_9205_836f][bookmark: _PAR__13_af08ebc4_de54_4313_a740_a0f3815][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ae77ef61_33c0_4b12_ab2]B.  Suspend a license or registration for up to 90 days for each violation of applicable laws, rules and conditions of licensure or registration or for each instance of actionable conduct or activity.  Suspensions may be set to run concurrently or consecutively.  Execution of all or any portion of a term of suspension may be stayed pending successful completion of conditions of probation, although the suspension remains part of the licensee's record;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0bba15ab_40d8_46c4_9ce9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__17221132_2506_4da9_9125_36a4][bookmark: _PAR__1_2c126b16_2f26_4d34_9819_91934f7a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__582a7fd3_829a_410f_ae0]C.  Impose civil penalties of up to $1,500 for each violation of applicable laws, rules and conditions of licensure or for each instance of actionable conduct or activity;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__90fbd80d_7721_4d4e_ad2e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b582a79c_9233_450d_87b8_420e][bookmark: _PAR__2_18bc269e_999a_4a84_93c5_ae8dd7f2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1c8684af_28f6_4c1d_a4c]D.  Impose conditions of probation upon an applicant or licensee.  Probation may run for that time period as the licensing board or its staff determines appropriate.  Probation may include conditions such as: additional continuing education; medical, psychiatric or mental health consultations or evaluations; mandatory professional or occupational supervision of the applicant or licensee; and other conditions as the licensing board or its staff determines appropriate.  Costs incurred in the performance of terms of probation are borne by the applicant or licensee.  Failure to comply with the conditions of probation is a ground for disciplinary action against a licensee;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0d778636_41f6_4353_9ca3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4fd59629_c7cf_4b41_8e6b_75fc][bookmark: _PAR__3_70d79eb8_3e74_4295_a321_0a3bca74][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__26f894e1_87e3_4118_852]E.  Execute a consent agreement that resolves a complaint or investigation without further proceedings.  Consent agreements may be entered into only with the consent of the applicant or licensee, the licensing board or its staff and the Department of the Attorney General.  Any remedy, penalty or fine or cost recovery that is otherwise available by law, even if only in the jurisdiction of the District Court, may be achieved by consent agreement, including long-term suspension and permanent revocation of a professional license.  A consent agreement is not subject to review or appeal and may be modified only by a writing executed by all parties to the original consent agreement.  A consent agreement is enforceable by an action in Superior Court; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d1725923_2d7c_46c7_b9ee][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a124b2aa_a6f1_4bfe_98bb_39ad][bookmark: _PAR__4_6689a47d_524b_48b5_8f32_fd19ba10][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3e9bbccc_c6eb_4e0a_ace]F.  Assess a licensee the costs of investigation and adjudicatory hearings relating to that licensee.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9bd1e985_ced4_4ee2_a615][bookmark: _PAR__5_0acbd956_b778_46db_9cc7_18658125][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__67edbc66_6d9e_44af_9d4e_219][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e227f3a3_319d_4f38_ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a6f11b31_9471_400a_952]8.  Authority to issue letters of guidance.  In addition to authority otherwise conferred, the licensing board or, as delegated, its staff may issue a letter of guidance or concern to an applicant or licensee.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8a0095d6_0605_4117_b8dd_6c67][bookmark: _PAR__6_11584f9d_5ad6_4f3b_ae30_303b0a30][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__43be3ca3_d68a_419d_adb]A letter of guidance or concern may be used to educate, reinforce knowledge regarding legal or professional obligations and express concern over action or inaction by the licensee or applicant that does not rise to the level of misconduct sufficient to merit disciplinary action.  The issuance of a letter of guidance or concern is not a formal proceeding and does not constitute an adverse disciplinary action of any form.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a letter of guidance or concern is not confidential.  The licensing board or, as delegated, its staff may place a letter of guidance or concern, together with any underlying complaint, report and investigation materials, in a licensee's or applicant's file for a specified amount of time, not to exceed 10 years.  Any letters, complaints and materials placed on file may be accessed and considered by the licensing board or its staff in any subsequent action commenced against the applicant or licensee within the specified time frame.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__55921685_93c6_4c2d_bd02][bookmark: _PAR__7_de6e67d2_9cde_46cb_8189_4a2b94f5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c6547e00_7808_429a_87c0_acb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b099d0a4_0dca_4a66_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__16ea3c07_5e06_4466_9f8][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__19a42d4b_3cdf_4967_910d][bookmark: _REV__75e7a209_fabe_4720_a4cf_ba4447474f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__668b311c_0dae_446c_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7d568a83_75c1_4519_a3][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__8b071465_9ecd_46b2_942f][bookmark: _REV__4fa88c9c_9044_4ad8_9f47_29dd7af3f0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dba497cb_4808_4df1_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b5c5328c_8a70_42a6_a2][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__55d5a133_8501_415f_b967_28][bookmark: _PAR__1_7d0d9714_5f91_4dfb_914c_fae1c5a6]9.  Authority to request mental and physical examinations.  For the purposes of this subsection, by application for and acceptance of a license to practice, an emergency medical services person is considered to have given consent to a mental or physical examination when directed by the licensing board.  The licensing board may direct an emergency medical services person to submit to a mental examination whenever the licensing board determines the emergency medical services person may be suffering from a mental illness that may be interfering with the competent practice of emergency medical services or from the use of intoxicants or drugs to an extent that they are preventing the emergency medical services person from practicing competently and with safety to patients. The licensing board may direct an emergency medical services person to submit to a physical examination whenever the licensing board determines the emergency medical services person may have diminished physical capabilities to an extent that they are preventing the emergency medical services person from practicing competently and with safety to patients.  An emergency medical services person examined pursuant to an order of the licensing board may not prevent the testimony of the examining individual or prevent the acceptance into evidence of the report of an examining individual in a proceeding under subsection 1.  Failure to comply with an order of the licensing board to submit to a mental or physical examination results in the immediate suspension of the license of the emergency medical services person until the emergency medical services person submits to the examination.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__06452795_f310_489b_8a9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cbc02632_1fba_4a70_8676_b2b][bookmark: _PAR__2_6ec287f3_d640_44d2_aa40_21d0ff64][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__093ce75e_ce45_45c0_94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2539fd84_c07e_4796_897]10.  Appeals of nondisciplinary actions and refusals to issue.  Any person or organization aggrieved by the decision of the staff of the licensing board in taking any nondisciplinary action pursuant to this chapter or rules adopted pursuant to this chapter or in the interpretation of this chapter or rules adopted pursuant to this chapter or in refusing to issue a license may appeal the decision to the licensing board for a final decision.  The staff's decision stands until the licensing board issues a decision to uphold, modify or overrule the staff's decision. In the case of nonrenewal, the person or organization must be afforded an opportunity for hearing in accordance with this chapter and the Maine Administrative Procedure Act.  A final decision of the licensing board constitutes final agency action appealable pursuant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 7.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d54652f2_b736_4058][bookmark: _PAR__3_737c87e9_bec2_40df_b44e_376243f3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c0327bb2_ae08_47cc_9486_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ca81bd16_2bf2_4f4f]Sec. 18.  32 MRSA §90-C, as enacted by PL 2015, c. 82, §7, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_cf662a89_0b33_47d0_b3db_6c3a6872][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__5ca06f83_e617_4759_b08a_5e81][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__40a106d0_cb86_495f_bf06][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__39b686e9_99f4_4d62_9b]§90-C.  Duty of all licensees and applicants for licensure to report certain information
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__26e41820_ca41_429e_9609][bookmark: _PAR__5_2a54edc9_053a_44e3_a556_2070ff70][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9ddf0e46_eb36_4cf3_9510_2ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__39513b2d_f889_4b40_a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__44ce859d_1246_4347_823]1.  Report in writing.  A licensee or an applicant for licensure under this chapter shall notify the licensing board in writing within 10 days of a:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e70a8125_d467_4389_995d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c485add2_887e_49c4_95b2_51ac][bookmark: _PAR__6_c28170e5_5115_4938_a2f7_2d353bd1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4101b621_9703_40bc_91b]A.  Change of name or address;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9ba05b2f_06eb_426a_813b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__932c5ada_8ecd_4eac_be84_a60e][bookmark: _PAR__7_df75fe08_95f1_4768_b4e5_3f7f11a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__34b76ac9_55ce_4ec6_9e3]B.  Criminal conviction;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__36e01c20_cfbf_4add_b307][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__979c4b80_2cb7_4964_a404_0c3f][bookmark: _PAR__8_2c1c3786_48a8_4906_8693_95875b88][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5a7ed18f_cc6e_4bef_b31]C.  Revocation, suspension or other disciplinary action taken in this or any other jurisdiction against any occupational or professional license held by the applicant or licensee; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ae3f65a2_c263_4b26_8ca3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__745c92f3_794c_42a5_837f_19db][bookmark: _PAR__9_39acab08_bfe2_45ac_bbb5_7883c980][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__09b0a962_633c_42bd_9c0]D.  Material change in the conditions or qualifications set forth in the original application for licensure submitted to the licensing board.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__c5793e86_15ad_4855][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__1448982d_553a_48c9_a992_a][bookmark: _PAR__10_856c9064_8980_496f_98f9_4ad2bf8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1345cdb1_974c_4604]Sec. 19.  32 MRSA §91-A, as amended by PL 2003, c. 559, §3, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4da932ce_e1ee_4602][bookmark: _PAR__11_25630f82_b189_4125_aa2c_4ec6575][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__cd85f5ad_b0ff_41d3_b652_0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d2f402ea_39b5_4f59]Sec. 20.  32 MRSA §91-B, sub-§1, as amended by PL 2021, c. 15, §§2 and 3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ec9fbaad_0b66_4e9e_a43b][bookmark: _PAR__12_d9cfac89_e40f_481e_8a29_3bfc44b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__99af2ce5_fca6_4719_9efb_a8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__eb81ad6f_6fc0_4add_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__01a26eb7_ec0a_4fbe_b28]1.  Confidentiality.  Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, all proceedings and records of proceedings concerning the quality assurance activities of an emergency medical services quality assurance committee approved by the board and all reports, information and records provided to the committee are confidential and may not be disclosed or obtained by discovery from the committee, the board or its staff or the licensing board or its staff. Quality assurance information may be disclosed to a licensee as part of any board-approved educational or corrective process.  All complaints and investigative records of the licensing board or any committee or subcommittee of the board are confidential during the pendency of an investigation and may not be disclosed by the committee, the licensing board or its staff. Information or records that identify or permit identification of any patient that appears in any reports, information or records provided to the licensing board or department for the purposes of investigation are confidential and may not be disclosed by the committee, the licensing board or its staff.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4b39e9cd_6bd8_4bc3_a1e5][bookmark: _PAR__1_913ff2d5_7954_45b8_b6a4_5c0a640f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e4bbf2e0_600e_4159_9045_d735][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9999dc22_1382_49b6_a19][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__7284743f_d23c_46dd_911]A.  A personal residence address, personal telephone number or personal e-mail address submitted to the licensing board as part of any application under this chapter is confidential and may not be disclosed except as permitted under this section or as otherwise required by law unless the applicant who submitted the information indicated pursuant to section 90‑B that the applicant is willing to have the applicant's personal residence address, personal telephone number or personal e-mail address treated as a public record.  Personal health information submitted to the licensing board as part of any application under this chapter is confidential and may not be disclosed except as otherwise permitted under this section or otherwise required by law.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__79e2919f_5964_43af_851][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__462758b3_aafe_459e_a617_8d6c][bookmark: _PAR__2_ac619a7a_9625_46f7_89c4_e71ca579]The licensing board and its committees and staff may disclose personal health information about and the personal residence address and personal telephone number of a licensee or an applicant for a license under this chapter to a government licensing or disciplinary authority or to a health care provider located within or outside this State that requests the information for the purposes of granting, limiting or denying a license or employment to the applicant or licensee.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e1f3b48c_9940_4f04_857f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b3f1c74f_6919_4151_bc9d_a9e9][bookmark: _PAR__3_d58e2380_3dc2_4f37_906d_73fb068f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ae63438c_5c10_476f_afe]B.  Any materials or information submitted to the licensing board in support of an application that are designated as confidential by any other provision of law remain confidential in the possession of the licensing board.  Information in any a report or record provided to the board or licensing board pursuant to this chapter that permits identification of a person receiving emergency medical treatment is confidential.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bf543d8f_04db_43f0_a4e1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c4444417_4fa1_4437_919b_bb66][bookmark: _PAR__4_9eed0c1f_4588_446a_8592_b5af312b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f86176c6_ca61_4c12_89b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__2b7eae83_2b55_49df_b9a]C.  Information provided to the board or licensing board under section 87‑B is confidential if the information identifies or permits the identification of a trauma patient or a member of that patient's family.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d0acd45d_e825_4a1e_b224][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__fce3b682_13ab_4dcd_bee8_db9f][bookmark: _PAR__5_f9843647_c7fc_4757_bfd5_3457c781][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1c46396b_f8ac_45ae_bab]D.  Examination questions used by the licensing board to fulfill the cognitive testing requirements of this chapter are confidential.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__34b168ce_5d7d_4aad_9212][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__34a194e3_426b_4a68_a671_1514][bookmark: _PAR__6_2cf50211_a793_445e_bc89_cc0f0a7f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ff553492_91b8_48aa_a4b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9caabe0f_7d71_4a1d_b27]E.  Health care information or records provided to the board or licensing board under section 88, subsection 2, paragraph K are confidential if the information or records identify or permit the identification of a patient or a member of that patient's family.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d3d0b7dd_fdf1_4781_8120][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3115a65b_a5b5_40c4_bc84_3106][bookmark: _PAR__7_f231d7d3_14aa_46bf_b22e_4fdc90ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cf2d93bb_cc28_4e4c_8b3][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__f71a0a90_ea40_4784_b76]F.  Health care information or records provided to the board or licensing board under section 96 are confidential if the information or records identify or permit the identification of a patient who received emergency medical treatment or a member of that patient's family.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__7581961a_dffb_426f][bookmark: _PAR__8_67df6014_1531_40ec_9658_1cef278e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c76e8c0f_c018_4c77_a3cf_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0f17f2e2_50fb_4c87]Sec. 21.  32 MRSA §91-B, sub-§2, ¶A, as enacted by PL 2011, c. 271, §19, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8558da18_2134_43ea_9fb3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__757f4119_db58_4bdc_8657_29b5][bookmark: _PAR__9_bfdd4c5b_bf0a_4bf7_bb69_04776919][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__11bdb4f3_a3ee_4e50_857]A.  Confidential information may be released in an adjudicatory hearing or informal conference before the board or licensing board or in any subsequent formal proceeding to which the confidential information is relevant.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__73e3415d_3886_49d7][bookmark: _PAR__10_ad93daaa_b394_4a68_8a86_2bb56ac][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__19026ed9_56f2_4b9c_ac82_1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c04ed9eb_a0e0_409d]Sec. 22.  32 MRSA §91-B, sub-§2, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2011, c. 271, §19, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__626d9d9e_9b2d_49c4_a8e9][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d5f573ce_b27d_41f5_bdf8_9cf0][bookmark: _PAR__11_bb0bef59_4eb1_4f6b_b683_4282444][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0228a0f4_5c23_4766_b86]B.  Confidential information may be released in a consent agreement or other written settlement when the confidential information constitutes or pertains to the basis of licensing board action.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__960be601_ad34_49b6][bookmark: _PAR__1_9580f621_06ab_4a22_b548_891b603a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__373e099a_6c5c_451b_baeb_d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__333b2a93_b77b_42c3]Sec. 23.  32 MRSA §91-B, sub-§2, ¶D, as enacted by PL 2011, c. 271, §19, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f193af3e_48b8_41d4_a127][bookmark: _PAR__2_4d4d63f6_b087_40e8_b7da_53bef0bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__45553768_1894_4362_8f76_ef6c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__055ed109_d2af_4c29_969]D.  During the pendency of an investigation, a complaint or investigative record may be disclosed:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__613eda41_d92d_4969_869d_a38][bookmark: _PAR__3_12e94586_f4b4_46a8_a318_4a5e996b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c5de0a02_4964_4c57_b023][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__13007f28_c9fe_4ec0_a2f](1)  To Maine Emergency Medical Services employees designated by the director;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__0bc70130_a337_4a46_b18a_49d][bookmark: _PAR__4_6c3a007c_3d79_4186_99b0_f3e8e4be][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__127efd01_648f_44b4_bb81][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__68dc8ffc_09b3_4068_a74](2)  To designated complaint officers of the licensing board;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__516552d3_f6c4_4a94_b3ec_f3d][bookmark: _PAR__5_3c9c5fe8_a8e1_47d3_a644_c87dc84f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c2643271_ce85_4cf1_a20f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__657ce057_5ff7_47fd_9fd](3)  By a Maine Emergency Medical Services employee or complaint officer designated by the licensing board to the extent considered necessary to facilitate the investigation;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__715c3471_6a68_4e57_8888_6f8][bookmark: _PAR__6_b753e0ea_068b_4c4f_951c_2cd875ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9e5e930a_884c_41cc_8f36][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7105a9a4_148c_4fb3_b83](4)  To other state or federal agencies when the files contain evidence of possible violations of laws enforced by those agencies;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__c10a40cf_837f_408c_8a60_461][bookmark: _PAR__7_279adbd8_2d17_4977_9fbe_97328733][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__643dca8d_34d1_42d0_a242][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__aadf4404_81fb_494b_b93](5)  By the director, to the extent the director determines such disclosure necessary to avoid imminent and serious harm. The authority of the director to make such a disclosure may not be delegated;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__3a0ce060_e3da_45ac_a94c_8c4][bookmark: _PAR__8_dccd95c6_f188_467d_a532_a1d0029d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9fb6dbfe_b942_4981_9c92][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__03d29d19_0d30_426d_bf9](6)  When it is determined, in accordance with rules adopted by the department board in consultation with the licensing board, that confidentiality is no longer warranted due to general public knowledge of the circumstances surrounding the complaint or investigation and when the investigation would not be prejudiced by the disclosure; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__bd724ce0_18cc_48d1_b3fa_544][bookmark: _PAR__9_347cdb76_e105_4da2_a6d0_d135f09c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__26c0ca03_886e_4555_ad1c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e3052075_4ee2_42e1_a3a](7)  To the person investigated on request of that person. The director may refuse to disclose part or all of any investigative information, including the fact of an investigation, when the director determines that disclosure would prejudice the investigation. The authority of the director to make such a determination may not be delegated.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__16c69110_db2b_451c][bookmark: _PAR__10_441f6452_e576_48f7_b3ee_fc4adfe][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__3cce4494_469a_4584_b56a_8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a6066f75_9f24_4eab]Sec. 24.  32 MRSA §92-B, as amended by PL 2015, c. 82, §§9 and 10, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_f729a1ce_3e0a_43ad_ad4f_9676b65][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__1523ccfc_a5d6_4863_8ec6_4bf4][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e2532f9e_a272_4dac_85ec][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0ad10450_1161_4b44_94]§92-B.  Disclosure of confidential information to the licensing board
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6c527ac3_3362_42ac_aec][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__60e7ba84_9ccf_4a77_aff4_5849][bookmark: _PAR__12_dbf41ec6_542c_4f65_9dbc_cec1f10]Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, information that relates to an applicant for licensure or to a person licensed or certified by the licensing board who is alleged to have engaged in any unlawful activity or professional misconduct or in conduct in violation of laws or rules relating to the board or licensing board must be disclosed to the licensing board and may be used by the licensing board only in accordance with this chapter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bc22d029_e757_4967_a559][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7b13a131_f788_42ee_9406_732][bookmark: _PAR__13_8d97650d_7c45_42de_a4dd_9b702f2][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__70f0b60e_314d_4bcd_ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c857ca20_3445_44c0_948]1.  Purpose for which disclosure is made.  Any confidential information provided to the licensing board may be used only for investigative and other actions within the scope of the authority of the licensing board and for determining whether the applicant for licensure or the person licensed or certified by the licensing board has engaged in unlawful activity, professional misconduct or an activity in violation of the laws or rules relating to the board or licensing board.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__71e7cb63_1b1b_4264_a6f2][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__56e95d60_0c3b_4e5c_bd10_ef7][bookmark: _PAR__14_2320e8d9_45e5_4d92_9f3d_d8b48da][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1f70f406_a7fd_41f9_bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d9e55692_ccff_4b94_a1c]2.  Designation of person to receive confidential information.  The director shall designate a person to receive confidential information for investigative purposes.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1b64ef90_51cd_4f0b_8622][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__42ab481b_e47e_403a_ab34_905][bookmark: _PAR__1_c5ddc866_568d_4582_80b1_a3afb98b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__057acadb_69cc_4ff6_9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1ed20c1d_676d_4b58_90c]3.  Limitations on disclosure.  Disclosure is limited to information that is directly related to the matter at issue.  The identity of reporters and other persons may not be disclosed except as necessary and relevant.  Access to the information is limited to licensing board investigators, parties to the matter at issue, parties' representatives, counsel of record, hearing officers and licensing board members who are directly involved in the adjudicatory process.  The information may be used only for the purpose for which the release was intended.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f5e5b029_8e7e_4683_82e9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e47cae77_db06_44f8_a060_c83][bookmark: _PAR__2_480fd9ca_a049_4c5a_b78e_fd8a88ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f607b65a_7b46_4093_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7485318f_9f46_4c27_9c5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__d4ea5682_2820_497f_bfb]4.  Confidentiality at conclusion of investigation.  Except as provided in section 91‑B, information received pursuant to this section remains confidential at the conclusion of an investigation.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__f86ff512_9c17_419e_a7b4][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d5eaf168_d634_4ad9_a79a_bb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__90060e0c_684b_4f16]Sec. 25.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
PUBLIC SAFETY, DEPARTMENT OF
Emergency Medical Services 0485
Initiative: Provides funding for travel reimbursement, Attorney General office representation and expert witness fees related to the newly created Emergency Medical Services Licensing Board.
	GENERAL FUND
	2025-26
	2026-27

	All Other
	$0
	$20,000

	 
	__________
	__________

	GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	$0
	$20,000
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