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An Act to Require Hospitals and Hospital-affiliated Providers to Provide Financial Assistance Programs for Medical Care
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__f29293c3_bd2d_4964_bf8][bookmark: _PAR__1_3209e174_9d23_414a_a64a_59c9d139][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__57e30c2b_a7ab_4654_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__bc381307_3c4a_4a5d][bookmark: _PAR__2_ad857451_f2f7_4541_8993_9cf564b5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__43d8cf64_4f07_486c_9d08_c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__bf326441_9dca_4aa2_b5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7afcbfa6_821f_494c]Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §1715, as amended by PL 2017, c. 475, Pt. A, §29, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_d395446e_ae39_4507_bce9_e3fd46b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__6664058a_de82_4c03_9942_ad21][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f870bb04_25dd_4e7d_9faa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c590bc03_e3bb_4a70_be]§1715.  Access requirements applicable to certain health care providers
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f55933f0_89ee_4ca4_9a10][bookmark: _PAR__4_f5a43dd8_ec40_4142_91ec_70c88e30][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2e78c2fd_e086_4268_94c0_317][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__82c1fdfd_bf03_486f_8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__28e5e851_c397_4121_9bf][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0f44ed1f_42d4_4bb4_aa6][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9b90d3d9_9aa2_48e6_9cd][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__acceccac_c47a_4c64_a96]1.  Access requirements.  Any person, including, but not limited to, an affiliated interest as defined in former section 396‑L, that is subject to the requirements of this subsection, shall provide the services listed in paragraph C to individuals who are eligible for charity care in accordance with a charity care policy adopted by the affiliate or provider that is consistent with rules requirements applicable to hospitals under section 1716 1716A and any rules adopted pursuant to section 1716-A.  A person is subject to this subsection if that person:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__534f1e1f_9fec_4a25_b06e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__043720c7_61a9_4266_a9d3_314a][bookmark: _PAR__5_56b1298a_40bd_44ae_a6ad_3972cf17][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__85822b0d_5237_412c_82b][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__9969e241_8c48_4815_959][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b4127c18_9c60_42c9_bd6]A.  Is either a direct provider of major ambulatory service, as defined in former section 382, subsection 8‑A, or is or has been required to obtain a certificate of need under section 329 or former section 304 or 304-A;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4b2828c6_e105_499a_90ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__84a911fc_8bc7_4112_85d1_b344][bookmark: _PAR__6_072a01c2_5fe6_45dd_b81a_f9174dc0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__abc75e51_f593_4f18_935]B.  Provides outpatient services as defined in former section 382, subsection 9‑A; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0a6be3d7_a4ad_4f01_898d][bookmark: _PAR__7_4b7e2361_ea4f_42c3_a80f_f4285f4f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__92aaa1be_b960_4b7f_8f6d_6842][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7e403bd8_78af_4759_8c0]C.  Provides one or more of the following services:
[bookmark: _PAR__8_0be758c2_79cc_46cf_8749_89bd551d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ace2c54d_f12e_41b5_93f5_8ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8e128691_ccdc_4ef9_b799][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dd1ae598_6e46_4b74_99f](1)  Imaging services, including, but not limited to, magnetic resonance imaging, computerized tomography, mammography and radiology.  For purposes of this section, imaging services do not include:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__8ec0bd43_3419_45b4_b667_7d28][bookmark: _PAR__9_ea0ce89b_63e6_4155_aa2f_c265193e][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6baa66ad_36d3_4573_8461][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8be3499c_5010_43ff_b92](a)  Screening procedures that are not related to the diagnosis or treatment of a specific condition; or
[bookmark: _PAR__10_1d0b8c93_bf6f_4f3c_9aa0_490fcca][bookmark: _STATUTE_D__7cef6e97_c404_4c9d_9cbd_f7c3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5544b93e_9099_4d49_884a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c329cefe_0528_46d6_aa3](b)  Services when:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SD__f322b205_48f5_4807_8cbb_eee][bookmark: _PAR__11_aa87f91d_129a_4a97_b0f0_61598d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b339887e_22d6_4fec_8d4a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1aa0561b_9424_4c2e_b67](i)  The services are owned by a community health center, a physician or group of physicians;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SD__c569110c_ae38_4157_b6e4_9b3][bookmark: _PAR__12_5ba1dd82_dc45_43c4_b82f_d86233d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5bc9e663_2b7f_4beb_b38e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ead2a4b2_f6eb_4df8_918](ii)  The services are offered solely to the patients of that center, physician or group of physicians; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SD__66dc89df_2f08_4ad3_a7f0_70f][bookmark: _PAR__13_15134f3f_d1c2_4a12_b4d1_22711d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a34a36c7_a8f9_4c7f_ba94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f4125576_c99c_4faa_bcb](iii)  Referrals for the purpose of performing those services are not accepted from other physicians;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__0393095c_b698_427e_9194_acf][bookmark: _PAR__14_c3f3bc5b_a4c6_4b00_b5cd_c02e64e][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e91ab129_ae56_4edf_93cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c68d78df_c71f_4e54_a1e](2)  Laboratory services performed by a hospital or by a medical laboratory licensed in accordance with the Maine Medical Laboratory Commission, by the department or licensed by an equivalent out-of-state licensing authority, excluding those licensed laboratories owned by community health centers, by a physician or by a group of physicians where at which the laboratory services are offered solely to the patients of that center, physician or group of physicians;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__50256448_9e83_406c_ab0e_745][bookmark: _PAR__15_2bf2fc02_d617_423b_89a4_d39e045][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__77b37e0f_3de9_49eb_bbd4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c5b42ce8_fe3b_4756_af8](3)  Cardiac diagnostic services, including, but not limited to, cardiac catheterization and angiography but excluding electrocardiograms and electrocardiograph stress testing;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e74e7d48_6159_4d48_aab0_407][bookmark: _PAR__16_4152d5e9_90b5_415b_ad27_7e346af][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__43e006bc_c578_491c_88c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__215bc230_b161_4a0d_a97](4)  Lithotripsy services;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__1e65f7e0_6d8b_4be7_b5f0_649][bookmark: _PAR__17_e5c135b0_0641_4979_863d_baa29ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6f6c4a24_3e98_4b00_9510][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__86f4cbce_b78b_4c98_965](5)  Services provided by free-standing ambulatory surgery facilities certified to participate in the Medicare program; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__a1385eff_f482_416b_98d5_002][bookmark: _PAR__1_5a544fa4_b0b7_4e8c_afbc_09e9dace][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6100a7af_17eb_42a9_a69e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6e9cf9a7_d4de_4708_8d4](6)  Any other service performed in an out-patient setting requiring the purchase of medical equipment costing in the aggregate $500,000 or more and for which the charge per unit of service is $250 or more.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e12d4696_11b1_4dbf_bd36][bookmark: _PAR__2_e723af58_af92_4538_8a35_a598893f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7424911d_fa90_4662_a727_bf8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a08af922_e6cd_4f6a_82][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eb89b73b_ba2a_4225_b7d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__aa3d2e81_a024_4517_acc]2.  Enforcement.  The requirements of subsection 1 are enforced through the following mechanisms.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e3ee401b_1180_4cb4_960e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ba54a1b0_3c78_4e57_affe_4aaa][bookmark: _PAR__3_c5c0fe2c_4a1a_4c5f_8fce_e4f55177][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e7050f24_5efa_497b_b8a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__19784ce0_6483_4503_ba2]A.  Any person who knowingly violates any provision of this section or any valid order or rule made or adopted pursuant to section 1716 1716-A, or who willfully fails, neglects or refuses to perform any of the duties imposed under this section, commits a civil violation for which a forfeiture of not less than $200 and not more than $500 per patient may be adjudged with respect to each patient denied access unless specific penalties are elsewhere provided.  Any forfeiture imposed under this section may not exceed $5,000 in the case of the first judgment under this section against the provider, $7,500 in the case of a 2nd judgment against the provider or $10,000 in the case of the 3rd or subsequent judgment against the provider.  The Attorney General is authorized to prosecute the civil violations.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5efd05f4_9066_4a58_b264][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6503715f_d000_4559_a7a0_6ac6][bookmark: _PAR__4_dde55444_1e07_4f4a_a4d7_15d2b430][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__897658fa_3b94_46ea_85c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a2e38ea6_b5a9_47ff_923]B.  Upon application of the Attorney General or any affected patient, the Superior Court or District Court has full jurisdiction to enforce the performance by providers of health care of all duties imposed upon them by this section and any valid rules adopted pursuant to section 1716 1716-A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d2e797e5_9bef_4a0d_966b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__17285e1e_2229_4f62_bd72_5ddc][bookmark: _PAR__5_1566fc0b_9c51_4a7c_9615_31f537f4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7a6e8f04_1857_42ed_993]C.  In any civil action under this section, the court, in its discretion, may allow the prevailing party, other than the Attorney General, reasonable attorney's fees and costs and the Attorney General is liable for attorney's fees and costs in the same manner as a private person.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3f5b1264_cf10_4117_bb99][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__320981d9_21bc_4b07_a32e_e3c8][bookmark: _PAR__6_059b1e4a_2460_4231_89b0_b92e13af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d9c8bcf9_faee_471c_b6c]D.  It is an affirmative defense to any legal action brought under this section that the person subject to this section denied access to services on the grounds that the economic viability of the facility or practice would be jeopardized by compliance with this section.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__3bbe4508_30a6_4eb8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__db2f8fe2_280c_4a4f_a788_1][bookmark: _PAR__7_f8da3954_54eb_4db7_9464_9d681e08][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__dfcdf2ed_2ef8_4f6a]Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §1716, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 653, Pt. B, §7 and affected by §8 and enacted by c. 696, Pt. A, §36, is repealed.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__c691bd99_3a82_42ea][bookmark: _PAR__8_32cef20d_191d_4b5d_9443_c66ce67f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__35d2e811_a03e_4d9a_9d22_3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fafffd0b_788c_4f5b]Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §1716-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_8348bd82_af6b_4063_a85e_3ebb077c][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__7c1dd3fa_f5b9_426a_aad3_3cb3][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fecddc47_3d2f_4920_a2b4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9f0ced56_f5a4_4aca_bb]§1716-A.  Charity care and financial assistance programs provided by hospitals
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4b911ecf_28a3_43ce_9306_cffc][bookmark: _PAR__10_3d76e0a7_63b5_4e7f_ab17_4ef6478][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__17ac4f79_1c1f_4510_974]This section applies to financial assistance programs provided by hospitals to qualifying patients, including program requirements specific to charity care.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ca43495f_b22d_4efe_a6d1][bookmark: _PAR__11_20724168_ce2e_49fb_b5a7_0e20d04][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b5b3abc8_3785_4f86_92d6_f46][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__dece92f7_8dec_47f2_ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__11bd4e2f_887a_4186_a21]1. Definitions.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7239c5cb_8f32_41e7_8fd2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6795fea5_9f8e_4d94_b280_ee61][bookmark: _PAR__12_333db2dd_cb12_42d1_aa96_887330b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8983e914_4115_4a5e_816]A. "Charity care" means free health care services provided by hospitals to patients in accordance with the requirements under subsection 2.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c65e1d9f_537a_4086_971c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a42c8e63_eef4_4f9a_a3ef_1518][bookmark: _PAR__13_c6e6f692_01a3_4fe0_befa_a15a2e4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e7c4e175_b33b_4f3c_a62]B.  "Family income" means the cumulative income of a patient and the patient's family. "Family income" does not include the income of any individual residing in a patient's household who is not a member of the patient's family. For the purposes of this paragraph, "family" means a group of 2 or more persons related by birth, marriage or adoption who reside together and among whom there are legal responsibilities for support. All such related persons are considered one family.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__20cc2c0f_9ccc_4254_aa4c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__07256afe_732c_4fa1_9d1c_6e34][bookmark: _PAR__1_c066b755_d94c_48ff_b491_c5b8ae33][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__83a6d77e_3b4e_4128_a01]C. "Federal poverty level" has the same meaning as in section 3762, subsection 1, paragraph C.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__838cc9fe_d725_4781_9a4c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e296817f_59f2_4ec3_b336_cd65][bookmark: _PAR__2_92037ec0_5b62_49a2_9fae_7d843146][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__824853c7_1b61_45b7_87f]D. "Financial assistance program" means a program administered by a hospital to provide patients with free or reduced-cost health care services and includes, but is not limited to, charity care.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2cbe77d9_72a0_45fc_9b82][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9420a5d9_7c81_4c44_870e_ce36][bookmark: _PAR__3_adf1932d_726f_4dd9_b388_0e7ca448][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cdf533a7_a134_44d7_bf6]E. "Income" means modified adjusted gross income as determined using the methodology described in 42 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 435.603(e).
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__45a9da87_845b_4fd6_87d5][bookmark: _PAR__4_f2a137b0_5f71_4a0e_8474_14db2f43][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__79ac8e1d_58c6_4512_a26d_862a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__52653841_7b75_4bd2_a4f]F.  "State resident" means a person:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7f18458f_db03_460e_bfbd_ca8][bookmark: _PAR__5_1b72b6a1_a377_4c79_bb34_4ff2154f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d0c61615_226e_42dd_a761][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bf9fab0e_4535_4d0c_b61](1)  Living in the State with the intent to remain in the State indefinitely; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f0ff4e89_819f_4509_953e_a85][bookmark: _PAR__6_1f19895e_a9d1_4fee_8a0a_dba73e8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__db92ef76_a4c9_4332_98ce][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__36efcef8_f8c2_4b06_a08](2)  Who enters the State with a permanent, temporary, seasonal or other job commitment or who is seeking employment.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__23a693dc_5c2d_4d7f_a44f_0416][bookmark: _PAR__7_d0e34734_ea52_4087_9e82_1c393662][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__331c29cc_cb86_428b_88d]"State resident" does not include a person who is in the State temporarily as a tourist or visitor.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b96bf961_d286_4b33_9b56][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__49a195ad_83f0_4284_8834_d6f][bookmark: _PAR__8_2099b8d0_19ee_4fd7_b99b_2bcd4150][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c60ae143_bb81_40eb_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9ae07fc9_0856_4ef1_bac]2.  Hospital to provide charity care.  A hospital shall, in accordance with rules adopted by the department, provide free health care services to eligible patients who are state residents in accordance with this section. Upon admission of a patient, or in cases of emergency admission before discharge of a patient, a hospital shall investigate the coverage of the patient by any insurance or state or federal programs of medical assistance. A hospital shall provide free, medically necessary services for patients whose family income is equal to or less than 200% of the federal poverty level.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cf2295db_f858_4edf_aa01][bookmark: _PAR__9_75ccc91a_6739_497d_87d5_f494a6e9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7fadb4ef_282c_4bc2_b9df_7a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c3346fd7_436e_438a_ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__befe787a_8cf4_4bd4_9ef]3.  Applications and eligibility requirements for financial assistance programs generally.  The following requirements apply to financial assistance programs provided by a hospital, including charity care except as otherwise provided in subsection 4. A hospital, in accordance with rules adopted by the department:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__beb8c639_9db7_4e2c_ac6b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0cf70b51_9d85_4fde_83b8_afc6][bookmark: _PAR__10_68ed6866_7a83_4674_b887_a09bc92][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__81a36648_e9f5_4223_a58]A.  May use an application form developed by the department pursuant to subsection 12;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__705f1d14_2d11_4423_933c][bookmark: _PAR__11_36c54e3c_842a_41d8_b6c0_2e9ca49][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b2f7c62b_81bd_410e_9c38_24ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b3346ab6_4b17_40fa_9ec]B.  May not require notarization of any application materials or supporting documents required for an application. However, a hospital may include on an application for a financial assistance program:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e480e80a_b0b6_4e61_b115_eab][bookmark: _PAR__12_2039e4b6_c1ef_41b8_a64e_4f56f74][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__66caddb3_d396_4694_a34a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__43c0e077_56c9_4d08_a35](1) A requirement for an applicant to attest to the accuracy of the information submitted;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__349177c0_1aa8_419e_a960_6de][bookmark: _PAR__13_3f4b97fa_2600_4371_99bd_77eea9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f250015d_c93b_415b_9530][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6188217b_e6ff_4f89_b66](2) A statement that any information submitted that is determined to be false will result in a denial of financial assistance and that the applicant will bear financial responsibility for charges for services provided by the hospital; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__6fef1ab0_2cd5_443c_b391_a7f][bookmark: _PAR__14_d7321a57_027e_4550_aa09_bb739fe][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__83bc5122_16d6_4d71_9106][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ffba4efb_d56a_44d0_92d](3) A statement informing the applicant that knowingly submitting false information is unlawful;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5be895c5_a8bc_454d_bf8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__79cb9aa7_9f49_4823_bee5_29b7][bookmark: _PAR__15_59445dd6_f985_4d6d_a542_2054aaa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__89026b60_26b4_4ed9_b21]C.  Shall accept documentation specified by the department by rule that may be used as proof that the applicant is a state resident;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a6abbe68_1799_4e5c_988c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a5bf59a3_946b_4736_adf3_23b9][bookmark: _PAR__16_651b10fe_016f_482a_bd5e_0c8e88b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4f194d95_6542_4088_a21]D.  Shall determine eligibility based upon the applicant's family income at the time the application is submitted;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9fc2c008_9288_4fe1_b060][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__833207bf_0aaa_4291_94c4_91b5][bookmark: _PAR__1_811df2c6_d026_443d_96c9_196e505d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8a17c066_ac9a_43ad_81c][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__2dc1ec58_d1bd_4056_90af][bookmark: _REV__b3ce062a_9d05_4439_9a9a_6f2eed7874][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a8a22f0c_3992_4070_a8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__89b1715e_70fc_4d98_96][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b00bd85d_d4af_40d7_9f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e91def2d_60dc_4172_b0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0535eb95_755b_46aa_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__40ec8194_8d95_429f_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cf516f4f_350a_4048_a5]E.  Shall, within 15 days of receiving an application, notify the applicant to clearly explain what additional information or documentation, if any, is necessary to complete the application. The hospital shall provide the patient with a reasonable amount of time that is no less than 30 days following notification to the patient of any information needed to complete the application before denying the application based on incomplete information. The hospital shall determine eligibility and inform the patient of the eligibility determination within 45 days from the date a completed application is submitted; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d8d62f86_5fcc_4b96_b4a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__88f0ca0b_fccb_450d_9a9c_4fd6][bookmark: _PAR__2_2f5bfd4c_bae0_46ee_aa16_de597ae8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9be3d5a4_1a29_4300_a75]F.  Shall provide interpretation services to patients with limited English proficiency and patients who are deaf or hard of hearing. This requirement applies to patients applying for or receiving assistance under a financial assistance program.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0883467f_3bac_4254_a289][bookmark: _PAR__3_37993a1a_d8b5_4706_bfa7_42152e5e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6b5b065c_541d_4034_b51e_b4c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__60bee00b_f4ce_4c78_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__12d12d5a_330b_43a8_9c8]4.  Applications and eligibility requirements specific to charity care. In addition to the requirements of subsection 3, and notwithstanding any provision of subsection 3 to the contrary, the following requirements apply to charity care. A hospital, in accordance with rules adopted by the department:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b7095397_1f55_40bf_bc59][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b1d392fd_2f68_4920_845a_093d][bookmark: _PAR__4_664501f7_6035_4136_af9d_f0217ef0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__66fb5212_2be1_40a2_b1d]A.  May not solicit from an applicant for charity care provided in accordance with this section information regarding any assets or income that are not used to calculate modified adjusted gross income as described in 42 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 435.603(e);
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__091f8afc_deca_4bf5_bc22][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9f944515_8084_4008_934d_4f8a][bookmark: _PAR__5_7ef50f2e_9b46_42d9_a4e4_24d38235][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c82cc4cc_c243_42b8_8d1]B.  Shall provide versions of the charity care application and the summary described in subsection 5, paragraph A translated into any language spoken by 5% of the population of the State or 1,000 people in the State, whichever is less, as well as any additional languages spoken by 5% of the community served by the hospital or 1,000 people in the community served by the hospital, whichever is less;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0f906313_15cf_41aa_80c7][bookmark: _PAR__6_63d20628_e99e_41c0_97ee_53082b99][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__01a08f80_7792_48ec_8635_7ef7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__98834c3d_a0f8_4f96_b01]C.  Shall determine that an applicant is unable to pay for hospital services and is eligible for charity care when the family income of the patient, as calculated by either of the methods described in subparagraphs (1) and (2), is equal to or less than 200% of the federal poverty level. Eligibility may be calculated by:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__623a3e6d_ccb7_4334_a340_ec0][bookmark: _PAR__7_90d9ca32_f5a7_4681_bcee_53987cfb][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f43ea3ad_cbb0_4a9e_abd8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__caf6a836_48a3_4d2d_bec](1)  Multiplying by 4 the patient's family income for the 3 months preceding the determination of eligibility; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__001694f0_948a_48bf_95eb_f56][bookmark: _PAR__8_b2d7ca9f_fdac_4eb0_99ef_356de2c7][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3381281c_b890_4ae0_8dea][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6d445e92_da9d_45f4_bf9](2)  Using the patient's actual family income for the 12 months preceding the determination of eligibility.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0742e256_6dcf_4db3_aad6_bbbe][bookmark: _PAR__9_684f92ad_4521_4e76_8456_cba3785a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c211808c_aaa2_4dd7_a70]If one method of calculation is inapplicable, the other method must be applied prior to determining an applicant's eligibility for charity care;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__4dc6b4d0_02c1_4502_8822][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2e2d410b_8581_4887_9011_df87][bookmark: _PAR__10_ff4d3328_6daa_4352_be33_57483b5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2950aa09_ea04_4bbd_bb3]D.  Shall provide each applicant who requests charity care and is denied it, in whole or in part, a written and dated statement of the reasons for the denial when the denial is made; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b77f1163_c2d4_4fc4_bef2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3c53aefd_8728_47e0_8212_c97b][bookmark: _PAR__11_48d0428e_3bf6_421c_9162_fba57c9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cd39c295_1d20_46e4_83f]E.  Shall provide to an applicant who is denied charity care, in whole or in part, information regarding the right to request a fair hearing from the department regarding the patient's eligibility for charity care.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ca04f7d9_e51f_45b7_bfea][bookmark: _PAR__12_7592bda0_d177_4c4c_9238_bda306a][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9101c543_7b02_42c7_a54b_990][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4e288425_1e77_49af_b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5a8991ef_66c2_4754_a85]5.  Notice and publication requirements.  In accordance with rules adopted by the department, a hospital shall widely publicize its financial assistance programs within the community served by the hospital, including by:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__69b07d88_7be8_4a6c_a37a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__565643cb_9932_4527_b188_e6e6][bookmark: _PAR__1_879e5148_2d5d_4750_aa96_e980c73e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bec45085_c195_42c6_862]A. Publishing a summary of the financial assistance programs written in plain language, including a summary of services not covered by financial assistance programs;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b6c17093_58f1_4de9_bb3c][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4a64f46c_566b_4a25_b237_67][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__10cc1511_ff52_4e7e_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__11ca316a_63cc_40be_90][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__59522c39_3efd_4360_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6d1eb760_d23b_48fa_86][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__908fb16d_19dc_4e16_87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d007142b_63be_440c_a2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f26d4026_3a25_4d42_bd][bookmark: _REV__d86f0047_6438_46aa_a830_e0751d64a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__59db9cb5_6a7b_4acc_8e65_d504][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1d7f5a6f_35fe_419f_97f]B.  Providing, in conspicuous locations within the hospital, including admission, registration and waiting areas, information regarding how patients can access physical copies of the plain language summary under paragraph A, the financial assistance program application and any application instructions;
[bookmark: _PAR__3_9473ae82_2d9a_44e4_923d_5bccac24][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dd5a444a_1afc_4eb1_89e0][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__310b4cae_a6eb_49e8_8122_9fe9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__49e0d9b5_022a_4f7e_add]C. Posting a full, accessible and downloadable version of the financial assistance program application on the hospital's publicly accessible website;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0542d98d_518f_47d1_90af][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__151b9290_bdc3_4000_a948_13f9][bookmark: _PAR__4_c755fb8b_20a8_4ce3_89a5_52e21f85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__17f0d920_85b4_45ec_8c1]D. Including on all plain language summaries and financial assistance program application instructions, excluding billing statements except as otherwise provided in paragraph E and subsection 6, information regarding the hospital's financial assistance program and information regarding the availability of no-cost assistance with applying for financial assistance and health coverage programs through the Health Insurance Consumer Assistance Program established in Title 24-A, section 4326; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__67ae52c7_426e_4134_8d99][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2535e6ac_fbf4_4ed1_9775_b9b9][bookmark: _PAR__5_2eba4281_8b36_445b_a90e_a877442a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__715c9be0_f32d_4f5e_b48]E. Providing on all billing statements sent to a patient information on the availability of financial assistance, including how to apply for the financial assistance program, the address of a publicly accessible website from which a patient may download a copy of the application and a telephone number that a patient may call to request a paper copy of the application.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__efb87350_e11e_4792_aeb0][bookmark: _PAR__6_cbb75c7f_c20d_44b3_946b_2b4e8947][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__54e75a58_0f92_407f_9cfe_ee1][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__951f60c8_c60b_405a_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__73b4960f_d5a8_452f_89f]6. Individual written notice of charity care availability. A hospital shall provide a patient with individual written notice of the availability of charity care according to the following.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__86b1278b_1ba8_4864_8e0d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3ba2f8b2_4ba7_43f4_b36f_0b42][bookmark: _PAR__7_bcf5079f_3f3e_446b_983d_2f61e074][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9e96d721_5a44_42af_867]A. With respect to inpatient services, the hospital shall provide individual written notice of the availability of charity care to each patient upon admission, or in the case of emergency admission before discharge.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fa0f44ab_5905_4489_b6d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7b9531e4_f1eb_4308_95ab_79c7][bookmark: _PAR__8_c8e9b1cb_c694_407d_acb3_7858c43a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6adb3875_5a44_4cb0_9d9]B. With respect to outpatient services, the hospital shall either include with the patient's bill a copy of an individual notice of the availability of charity care or provide a copy of the individual notice at the time service is provided.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e5847ef2_5f4d_4783_88d3_6fa3][bookmark: _PAR__9_2f5df71e_589c_46a8_89bd_c1c60291][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__73b63bf2_e8f3_43ef_b71]The individual notice provided pursuant to this subsection must include the information required pursuant to subsection 5, paragraph D, a telephone number to request a paper charity care application, the website address where a patient can submit an online application pursuant to subsection 10, the income guidelines to qualify for charity care and any other information specified by the department by rule.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__975e13c2_939e_4624_85c9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6d93a77d_3ce1_440c_a8e1_aa0][bookmark: _PAR__10_b66287ca_0863_4c91_85fc_e43e822][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7034d0d2_c04d_48cd_b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__82461a9a_f986_44eb_bd3]7.  Patient notified of noncovered services; consequences for failing to notify.  In accordance with rules adopted by the department, a hospital shall inform a patient who is determined to be eligible for financial assistance if any part of a medical service, treatment, procedure or test provided or administered to the patient in the hospital is not covered by the hospital's financial assistance programs. A hospital may not bill a patient for a medical service, treatment, procedure or test if the hospital failed to provide the patient with advance notice that a medical service, treatment, procedure or test is not covered under the hospital's financial assistance programs. A hospital may bill a patient's health insurance carrier for a medical service, treatment, procedure or test for which the hospital is prohibited from billing the patient under this subsection.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8d39bfeb_d812_4e1f_858c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7ea614ae_f57d_405c_98d9_6b1][bookmark: _PAR__1_894e33a4_fbba_49be_9635_f0a08655][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0e6d7862_c59a_4419_9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8759e131_bf9e_4998_b0f][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__f529f83a_d2c0_472e_af45][bookmark: _REV__7cdbc825_586f_40dc_8533_1a685d1892][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ea72a438_527d_4633_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__09fde98b_83cb_4eeb_9d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__afa9cfe2_0480_4584_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2cbfc67c_a613_41bb_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__23f2a6f6_99d7_4f2f_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__71c75c48_f49c_43d3_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a596dca4_c927_4630_ac]8.  Reasonable payment plans; maximum out-of-pocket payments.  In accordance with rules adopted by the department, a hospital shall offer a patient with a documented family income that does not exceed 400% of the federal poverty level a payment plan that requires monthly out-of-pocket payments that do not exceed 4% of the patient's monthly family income that is not exempt from attachment or garnishment under state law.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c5d35ac8_3bad_4db1_b9b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__e1521b3e_0936_4009_9eb6_8da][bookmark: _PAR__2_298f123c_4de6_420a_9b0d_4a256267][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9eedf0d4_736c_4dec_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__62f97ab3_6b60_4bb3_8ac]9. Bill disputes. A hospital shall include on a billing statement sent to a patient information regarding how to dispute a charge. If the contact information for disputing a charge is distinct from the contact information for paying or otherwise settling a bill, the contact information for the individual or entity charged with handling disputed charges must be provided.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__87f3247e_a8ae_42e6_91e1][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2303ab0d_d995_4e54_af63_34c][bookmark: _PAR__3_de53a875_38dd_4316_88ca_efb299aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ea8b2af2_4a55_427e_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c7d9a2b9_dba6_43a8_93e][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__420a414f_f4a6_46a1_b9f0][bookmark: _REV__bffacfff_5c66_44b2_a818_ac25f7eaa2][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__507c73be_d04e_40a5_987f_dc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d65aab6b_f475_4092_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b4c749f1_51ef_44ee_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__75c05e0b_edca_4ce0_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cdb49b79_1c9c_49cb_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__78c5c32e_0c04_4b73_a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3c3ebfa6_e511_40aa_b2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0d27e91c_15bb_4d76_94]10. Online application for charity care. A hospital shall, by July 1, 2028, provide an online option through which an applicant may file an application for charity care. The online option must provide for an e-mail response to the applicant that the application has been received. The hospital shall provide an option for a patient to request that an application be mailed to the patient.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f9d76edb_8cb1_4b08_9698][bookmark: _PAR__4_dc9d8765_18d7_4c2e_9374_43319f7b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7ce44470_cd76_4030_87e8_3c4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__428b1eb0_c336_4c18_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__147c3d79_a7b0_4599_af8]11.  Enforcement.  This subsection governs enforcement of this section.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d0ffc62c_4e63_44bc_97f1][bookmark: _PAR__5_f0b19188_2eac_4a72_a7c7_820d8faa][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__aee1a346_b4ab_4ca9_9a2a_c915][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e623ad50_f71f_452e_93c]A. The department shall:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__db0934dc_fc41_4ba4_96f2_a93][bookmark: _PAR__6_7d4e8606_3eb1_4b4b_a95c_c7819d9a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__17ce6e1a_2a2c_4894_a691][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e9e6aa61_116c_4983_9d9](1) Establish a process for a patient to submit a complaint of hospital noncompliance with this section;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__5be91326_cfad_475f_bc3c_e10][bookmark: _PAR__7_60413b0b_b601_4bdd_a2a2_67c4d059][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9ce5efb0_4fad_493b_958a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0bcd4398_4a7e_4b54_bd5](2) Conduct a review within 30 days of receiving a complaint from a patient regarding noncompliance with this section; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_47a6f12a_0ae1_400b_9aee_59931bf0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__02c9fc3d_daae_45b3_aa54_a16][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2ab0698f_9ff4_46e6_bd58][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1fe13575_34b6_4d40_a9b](3) Require a corrective action of a hospital, if the department determines that the hospital is not in compliance with this section, which may include:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__733f2935_eb4a_4f9f_a63a_f010][bookmark: _PAR__9_23ab0ec4_c623_495d_95fb_3e6742a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c76db17c_7a46_4893_8af3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4caf2582_8258_4da8_af0](a) Measures to inform the patient about the noncompliance; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_D__8199954c_d06f_423a_a68f_b0fd][bookmark: _PAR__10_e21bd2be_c50f_451d_aaeb_ddbd7de][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__92d4264a_f7a9_49da_ac54][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__274dec9e_76a6_4cec_929](b) Adjusting any amount billed to the patient in violation of this section.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__11a1089d_ea94_4dc8_a361][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0d53af4f_5264_48c3_b772_6bf1][bookmark: _PAR__11_6b6b280b_dde7_47f1_b011_0f6f232][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__69fe7864_4147_4295_a31]B. If the department determines that a hospital knowingly or willfully violated this section or engaged in a pattern of noncompliance with this section, the department may, through the Office of the Attorney General, bring a civil action against the hospital for a penalty not to exceed $1,000.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6a412aa4_f821_4d3b_af8d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d770b5c2_8ac1_4e47_9e8e_cc5][bookmark: _PAR__12_679992e7_fe89_4c63_afe9_7326ac4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e1385e92_4ffa_420d_ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f547b99f_d0d6_4e20_941]12. Application developed by department. The department shall develop an application for patients to apply for financial assistance programs, including charity care, consistent with the requirements of subsections 3 and 4, as applicable. The department shall translate any application it develops into any language spoken by 5% of the population of the State or 1,000 people in the State, whichever is less.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1b23debb_1f28_4770_8be6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8ea9fac7_c44d_488c_840b_60f][bookmark: _PAR__13_7ce80743_c8da_4981_a7ee_d1a800e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ec46cf3b_5a13_4435_b0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cab25051_bc42_4ad3_9b0]13. Rulemaking.  The department shall adopt rules to carry out the purposes of this section. Rules adopted pursuant to this section must be consistent with the requirements of the United States Internal Revenue Code of 1986, Section 501(r) and any federal regulations implementing those requirements. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__269ddf07_a777_47a0][bookmark: _PAR__14_47e187c2_3908_4f66_8611_cb82cc7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__644ff6bd_d43c_4588_8411_e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4e872b4a_ef3c_43b2]Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §4313, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1995, c. 696, Pt. A, §40, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__823593ea_d6d9_4b30_878d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f4c16270_b7f9_4149_8943_46a][bookmark: _PAR__1_2fee5659_2b52_4b60_979b_029c333a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2a122614_e933_4918_ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__dadd8027_be20_4113_9ec][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ff5e7ad4_6964_491d_96b]1.  Emergency care.  In the event of an admission of an eligible person to the hospital, the hospital shall notify the overseer of the liable municipality within 5 business days of the person's admission.  In no event may hospital services to a person who If the person meets the financial eligibility guidelines adopted pursuant to section 1716 requirements for charity care under section 1716-A, hospital services may not be billed to the patient person or to a municipality.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__00017173_a1f9_40bb][bookmark: _PAR__2_b8aa81a4_71d6_45b9_ac70_be064ce7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__9e4e569e_cc40_4118_ac94_1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__66c9e0c2_1365_4e86]Sec. 5.  32 MRSA §11013, sub-§11, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 245, Pt. E, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__47c51b76_cfcc_491f_a0d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0c8d7752_a591_4b5c_a117_c79][bookmark: _PAR__3_87c5b2bd_f147_4cde_951b_5db33121][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2f7439ff_d9ff_4e82_a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d544e254_c7cf_41e5_b6a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b9900926_d9a9_4261_a2c][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b8bb6153_c2af_4878_bfd][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e48610cb_1b92_4b5d_88e]11.  Collection action prohibited on debt from medical expenses if eligible for free or charity care.  If a debt collector has been notified, orally or in writing, by a creditor or the consumer of the consumer’s actual or potential qualification for free or charity care under guidelines adopted pursuant to Title 22, section 1716 1716-A, a debt collector may not collect or attempt to collect a debt for medical expenses against a consumer who has been determined to be qualified for free or charity care under guidelines adopted pursuant to Title 22, section 1716 1716-A or against a consumer who would have been determined to be qualified for free or charity care under guidelines adopted pursuant to Title 22, section 1716 1716A but did not apply for good cause. If the notification is provided to a debt collector, the debt collector shall suspend collection efforts until the creditor has notified the debt collector and the consumer that the consumer is not qualified for free or charity care and, in that case, the debt collector may renew debt collection efforts.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__587f6cfa_d7ff][bookmark: _PAR__4_8989ebd4_c540_40c6_b87a_475c3ed2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5963cebb_79c1_40a0]Sec. 6. Department of Health and Human Services to adopt rules.  By June 30, 2026, the Department of Health and Human Services shall adopt rules pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 1716-A, subsection 13 to implement the requirements of this Act.  The rules must include a provision limiting a patient's right to request an administrative hearing to within 60 days after the date of the written notification of the action under section 1716-A that the patient wishes to appeal.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__cb16be7f_1e70_4b80_8676][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__1d72cb57_f02f_4dc6_9211_d4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1b65755e_1361_42b9]Sec. 7.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
Division of Licensing and Certification Z036
Initiative: Establishes one Comprehensive Health Planner II position, effective July 1, 2026, to develop program applications and implement the department's enforcement requirements for charity care and other financial assistance programs required of hospitals, including investigating patient complaints, taking corrective actions and providing staff support for any necessary legal action. The initiative also provides funding for related All Other costs.
	GENERAL FUND
	2025-26
	2026-27

	POSITIONS - LEGISLATIVE COUNT
	0.000
	1.000

	Personal Services
	$0
	$37,721

	All Other
	$0
	$2,467

	 
	__________
	__________

	GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	$0
	$40,188


 
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2025-26
	2026-27

	Personal Services
	$0
	$73,223

	All Other
	$0
	$6,599

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	$0
	$79,822


[bookmark: _EFFECTIVE_CLAUSE__fd4419d7_f1e9_4c75_91][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d6c77101_b972_4b4d_8301_c9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3b3a1b6a_526b_4580]Sec. 8.  Effective date. This Act takes effect July 1, 2026.
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