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STATE OF MAINE
_____
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TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
S.P. 700 - L.D. 1801
An Act to Make Technical Changes to the Laws Governing the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__e5a7047f_a6d7_468c_a33][bookmark: _PAR__1_8f9953ec_f893_4441_a745_688d576b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__5e205e9e_7c4a_490a_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__c881ff4c_ea80_4b85][bookmark: _PAR__2_cd703af0_709d_47a1_9b0d_8242de00][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c67dec44_503d_48a9_9694_2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__6219be7e_a5a1_41ef_9e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__62ee8d0e_23ed_42ea]Sec. 1.  4 MRSA §1802, sub-§3-A, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 638, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__27bbead4_f862_496b_a480][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__26e84fbd_bf2c_4683_adaf_a88][bookmark: _PAR__3_10e78552_d3d8_4c1f_8627_eb92ef4f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6be89033_48ea_4faf_ad][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9c478967_73d9_4c39_a6f]3-A.  Employed counsel.  "Employed counsel" means an attorney employed by the commission to provide legal services directly to persons who are eligible to receive indigent legal services in civil proceedings.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__94967c76_af52_49f8_9447][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__838948c8_d9c8_4bb0_a639_514][bookmark: _PAR__13_9396d1d4_cc4b_448b_9811_2023d4d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2fa4c30b_f642_4d50_8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__21d86a05_1c50_4c6e_804]5.  Public defender.  "Public defender" means an attorney employed by the commission to provide legal services directly to persons who are eligible to receive indigent legal services in criminal and juvenile proceedings.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2b94f21d_8246_4260_9d41][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7081b634_f9e7_4c0b_87ea_910a][bookmark: _PAR__15_4a325f0c_a232_4da6_9741_97cf763][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fd678dfe_2930_49d5_804]A.  Develop and maintain a system that employs employed counsel and public defenders, uses appointed private attorneys and contracts with individual attorneys or groups of attorneys to provide high-quality, effective and efficient indigent legal services. The commission shall consider other programs necessary to provide high-quality, effective and efficient indigent legal services;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1f6578f1_d566_4b90_b2fe][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f52230a3_d17f_44e1_846a_982c][bookmark: _PAR__1_90cbfbeb_7d50_4343_b02f_30f25b29][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2ddd03d5_d3b4_4741_b99]G.  Materials, handouts, recordings and other documents produced, obtained or otherwise acquired by the commission in connection with providing or preparing to provide training and evaluation programs for attorneys who are or may seek to become assigned counsel, employed counsel, public defenders or contract counsel.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the commission may disseminate materials governed by this paragraph to the extent necessary to comply with its duties under this chapter without waiving the confidentiality of the materials.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ab58ea67_0ca5_4dfc_84fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f61b8c8a_7ef9_4034_96a6_23bd][bookmark: _PAR__3_4b66ecf7_f40e_4269_bf9b_55059da4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__76b5a4a2_3980_4c44_bb0][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__84b3fb23_2b98_424a_9db]E.  The court shall, on request, disclose records that are confidential under this subsection required to be maintained as confidential under this chapter to the Maine Commission on Public Defense Services established by Title 5, section 12004‑G, subsection 25‑A for the purpose of assigning, evaluating or supervising counsel.
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