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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cc6fd5ef_1e6b_4b76_b5ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__efae8842_ea82_4e25_9ef1_288][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__39a30cd3_f51c_421d_a0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c755f4da_4d0d_45c7_95f][bookmark: _REV__1d42bcb9_966b_42f6_8c5a_c1f6cf9822][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a47c0d7e_4440_423d_97][bookmark: _REV__354fbd7e_4e90_4c58_ba8d_f73b335280][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__93d5183d_551f_42eb_80][bookmark: _REV__22eff64c_833d_46ad_a329_8000fbf62a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cbef8c9a_16f7_4b9b_b5]4.  Eligibility criteria.  The department may disburse grants under the program to any public or private entity demonstrating that a proposed program, project, initiative or activity is, in the department's determination, likely to increase the diversion of solid waste from disposal within a particular community, municipality or region or the State, including, but not limited to, municipal or regional composting, organics recovery or recycling programs, including the establishment of such programs or the purchase of infrastructure, equipment or other items necessary to implement such programs or improve existing programs; programs designed to provide equipment for or otherwise support residential composting and recycling; programs or business models designed to collect, transport for processing or process organic or recyclable materials; pilot programs designed to evaluate the feasibility of targeted composting, organics recovery, recycling or other waste management programs or initiatives; and initiatives or programs designed to educate certain categories of individuals or the general public about composting, organics recovery or recycling or to otherwise improve individual or community waste management practices; and programs, projects, initiatives or activities relating to the collection and transportation of waste that is diverted from disposal.  Grants disbursed by the department under the program to public and regional entities may cover necessary costs incidental to or associated with the implementation of a proposed program, project, initiative or activity, including, but not limited to, the hiring of or contracting with consultants or specialists, the conducting of feasibility studies and the promotion of collaborative regional efforts relating to the collection and transportation of solid waste.
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