132nd Maine Legislature
An Act Regarding the Allocation of Net Energy Billing Costs and Long-term Contracting Costs
L.D. 1792
An Act Regarding the Energy Policy of the State
[bookmark: _AMEND_TITLE__2adb2c30_0d13_4674_a270_c5][bookmark: _PAGE__1_857761ec_8a79_4b98_abb8_8387294][bookmark: _PAR__2_dcf0fca8_f38f_4153_8707_9c34203c]L.D. 1792
[bookmark: _PAR__3_3a6e3986_2c9c_415a_a304_249c1c4d]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_e30246b1_de9a_4902_a2d7_a9003535]ENERGY, UTILITIES AND TECHNOLOGY 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_030a2b17_825c_42bd_9696_be2af7d9]Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_7c9e09d1_3628_4402_91e9_390d68da]STATE OF MAINE
[bookmark: _PAR__7_35ff9eee_a2cd_4ac2_ae27_d49b11d1]SENATE
[bookmark: _PAR__8_1d97a825_3388_4192_a172_96ad94c8]132ND LEGISLATURE
[bookmark: _PAR__9_d7a8357d_b7e5_4d98_aee7_c40f5493]FIRST SPECIAL SESSION
[bookmark: _PAR__10_0e203b71_2241_44e9_ab79_3207731]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 694, L.D. 1792, “An Act Regarding the Energy Policy of the State”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__0b6686d2_54ea_48c3_84b0_ff][bookmark: _PAR__11_83d8e77a_7927_42d5_b3ac_23953cd]Amend the bill by striking out the title and substituting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_e61bf51a_63b5_4b9b_819f_537665a]'An Act Regarding the Allocation of Net Energy Billing Costs and Long-term Contracting Costs'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b661ed31_fece_4af2_9b4e_77][bookmark: _PAR__13_aea0c89f_3e54_4d2e_8af2_59993bc]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__14_440ca089_0a5c_4ed9_8ede_eb3aa22]'Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3209-C, sub-§2, ¶B, as enacted by PL 2023, c. 411, §5, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_b7a7a0b0_c76b_4cfc_a1d9_52eb6d1]B.  The commission shall allocate to each investor-owned transmission and distribution utility its pro rata share of net energy billing costs. If the commission finds that a benefit of distributed generation under net energy billing provides a monetized net financial benefit to an investor-owned transmission and distribution utility that the commission does not otherwise account for when setting rates for the utility, the net financial benefit must be applied to offset the net energy billing costs allocated under this paragraph subsection. The allocation must be based on each utility's total retail kilowatt-hour energy sales to ratepayers that pay net energy billing costs. The commission may determine the means to be used for the allocation required under this subsection, and those means may include the direct transfer of funds between transmission and distribution utilities.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_89ef3e2f_53a7_43da_a28b_c725dc4]Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §3209-C, sub-§2, ¶C is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__17_6892fd45_1a8b_4663_be52_11c74ca]C.  The commission shall allocate net energy billing costs by aggregating each rate class across both investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_6a9e2efb_cef5_4b16_8fc8_478a149]Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §3210-F, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 454, §2, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_d0506839_3800_4a10_b456_1cdbff9][bookmark: _PAR__2_e4d827f2_91f5_42ea_bfb0_2f032d9e]3.  Allocation of eligible costs and benefits.  The commission shall annually allocate eligible costs and benefits determined under subsection 2 by aggregating each rate class across both investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_7490d8f8_1e7d_40f2_b34a_d80fff0e]Sec. 4.  Net energy billing costs and long-term contracting costs allocation.  Within 14 days of the effective date of this Act, the Public Utilities Commission shall initiate a proceeding to allocate net energy billing costs and the eligible costs and benefits associated with long-term contracts in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 35-A, section 3209-C, subsection 2, paragraph C and Title 35-A, section 3210-F, subsection 3. 
[bookmark: _PAR__4_c47ec3a2_3912_46ab_9a9f_2d918926]1. In determining the costs for the rate class of customers that have instantaneous demand of 400 kilowatts or greater or that take service at subtransmission or transmission voltage levels, the commission shall consider, to the greatest extent possible, the impact of the cost allocation on the economic viability of businesses in that rate class. 
[bookmark: _PAR__5_ab67afa9_b929_4dc8_8701_a5ef6d71]2. In determining the costs for the rate class of residential customers, the commission shall minimize, to the greatest extent possible, the impact on those customers.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_f5976b0f_5c22_4d77_bb6d_91b9a939]The commission shall, as expeditiously as possible, issue an order in the proceeding initiated pursuant to this section.  By January 10, 2026, the commission shall submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology that summarizes the proceeding, includes any relevant data and includes any order issued by the commission.  The committee may report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature based on the report.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6f41e73f_473e_4c4e_96a9_f2][bookmark: _PAR__7_f0e445a0_5c88_49b8_a77c_787f6269]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__8a0b2e73_c58c_4a68_a3c3_33cce1][bookmark: _PAR__8_cbae38da_b16a_449e_aed6_a5592185]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__9_caf0d635_000d_4db9_92f4_75369eac]This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, replaces the bill, which is a concept draft, and changes the title.  It repeals provisions of law requiring the Public Utilities Commission to allocate to each investor-owned transmission and distribution utility its pro rata share of certain costs and instead requires the commission to allocate those costs by aggregating each rate class across both investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities.  It requires the commission, within 14 days of the effective date this legislation, to initiate a proceeding to allocate net energy billing costs and the eligible costs and benefits associated with long-term contracts by aggregating each rate class across both investor-owned transmission and distribution utilities.  The commission is required to submit a report by January 10, 2026 to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology that summarizes the proceeding, including any relevant data and any order issued by the commission.  The committee may report out a bill to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature based on the commission's report.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__0bb42979_a449_4fa][bookmark: _PAR__10_5cecff42_76ef_4937_890e_d729011]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__11_57f8ad08_22a5_4930_b16a_bc1bee9](See attached)
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