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[bookmark: _PAR__10_fc5213a0_4d1f_4111_82ce_3ad64c1]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 690, L.D. 1726, “An Act to Build Maine's Economy by Supporting Child Care for Working Families”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__278a6bc9_1b02_404b_917e_ed][bookmark: _PAR__11_c49f5c33_db30_4400_8f01_3b6d38f]Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting clause and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_687870b6_45e2_4277_aef0_4b98354]'Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3736, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 158, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_ba311dfd_dec3_468b_a292_0c264de]2.  Eligibility decision within 30 15 days; retroactive reimbursement.  The department shall determine eligibility for child care programs administered under this chapter within 30 15 days of receiving an application.  If a contractor determines eligibility, the department shall require that the contractor determine eligibility within 30 15 days of receiving an application. The department shall provide retroactive reimbursement to a child care program that provided tuition assistance to an applicant during the application period.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_594f4530_5354_4b44_bc86_b6f08c7]Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §8301-A, sub-§1-A, ¶C, as amended by PL 2021, c. 35, §17, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__15_65f7d37f_f620_4c8d_99d3_f51e707]C.  "Family child care provider" means a person who provides day care in that person's home on a regular basis, for consideration, for 3 4 to 12 children under 13 years of age who are not the children of the provider or who are not residing in the provider's home.  If a provider is caring for children living in that provider's home and is caring for no more than 2 3 other children or 4 other children if at least 2 of the children are siblings, the provider is not required to be licensed as a family child care provider.
[bookmark: _PAR__16_7f443ff5_cbe7_46c5_9a36_dc507eb]Sec. 3. Report on salary supplement rulemaking.  The Department of Health and Human Services shall, no later than January 15, 2024, report to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services on the status of its rulemaking pursuant to the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 22, section 3737-A.
[bookmark: _PAR__17_8036dae1_8f2a_4514_9fc2_cb9e72d]Sec. 4.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_3e1520b8_4856_4451_b70c_68f66ad]HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
[bookmark: _PAGE__2_959a369a_0e6d_4118_a73a_f161f12][bookmark: _PAR__2_996bac49_8a62_45fb_b316_da7f4d8b]Child Care Services 0563
[bookmark: _PAR__3_be29c9a8_f822_4310_84c8_e7804cc1]Initiative: Provides funding to double the monthly salary supplement for all child care workers.
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_7cee6137_bd1f_4bb7_8f15_c0959cc9][bookmark: _LINE__4_b8bf658d_2573_459c_890b_4289641]GENERAL FUND
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_fef02eeb_4f4f_480a_9b67_df1f1f1]2023-24
	[bookmark: _LINE__4_041444b3_46f9_4104_8b93_feb489d]2024-25

	[bookmark: _LINE__5_bca3e55a_47ff_4920_ab29_f266cfc]All Other
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_3dee53f8_aae1_42ad_9310_2b06e96]$15,000,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__5_a92062ce_1460_47e5_9b80_61b6720]$15,000,000

	[bookmark: _LINE__6_214cc1db_0702_497d_8f7b_f65ad91] 
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_adebe8c3_660b_424b_944f_06dc226]__________
	[bookmark: _LINE__6_a2694afb_7b49_4ab9_8757_3591d57]__________

	[bookmark: _LINE__7_c769e2fb_533f_4861_9489_118f69c]GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_50bf9107_0951_40d5_94b8_ff293b4]$15,000,000
	[bookmark: _LINE__7_119bebeb_db59_4fae_944e_a250cd1]$15,000,000


[bookmark: _PAR__5_89fae6ad_c8d0_4d9e_a82c_5c45dab9]'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4c29a8d2_d5d4_4239_8488_5e][bookmark: _PAR__6_46d33407_b0cb_4ef7_a68d_1f144032]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__d53550c5_bd04_40ea_af3d_8ee227][bookmark: _PAR__7_88376318_346b_4f85_8352_6e73b60c]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__8_bda5d13a_ca9b_4b49_a0ec_c14eb1c3]This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, replaces the bill.  It retains the following sections of the bill:
[bookmark: _PAR__9_69915532_b720_4d75_8c54_ce30eac9]1. The requirement for the Department of Health and Human Services to determine eligibility for the child care subsidy program within 15 days of receiving an application instead of 30 days;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_bd47325c_684a_4b15_9451_cff4def]2. The requirement for the department to report to the Joint Standing Committee on Health and Human Services on the status of rulemaking related to the wage supplements for child care workers, except that it changes the date of the report to January 15, 2024; and
[bookmark: _PAR__11_68e07f03_8b6d_4215_8526_134600b]3. The doubling of monthly salary supplements for all child care workers.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_5d4a3ee3_accf_4d0c_a2c8_49c82da]The amendment also amends current law by increasing to 3 the number of children a family child care provider may care for in the provider’s home, not including the provider’s children or children who reside in the provider’s home, before the provider is required to be licensed as a family child care provider, except that the limit is increased to 4 children if at least 2 of the children are siblings.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__f5f81bf9_b01f_44f][bookmark: _PAR__13_13a29bf8_60ed_4f34_995e_2994bdf]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__14_fa397316_90dc_4d24_95e4_c134775](See attached)
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