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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-THREE
_____
S.P. 688 - L.D. 1724
An Act to Enact the Beneficial Electrification Policy Act
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__5af722ae_8c3c_427b_a93][bookmark: _PAR__1_1e804a89_d175_4eb8_98cf_0d91d0a2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__eebc9fcb_0ec9_4d3a_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4b9efd34_e818_4e01][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f1a119d5_92ef_4dad_9410_7][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8760fe48_3f68_45c5_9fb0_46][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__5c7cbb48_c8fd_46b1_b3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7628cafb_3fd4_479c]Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA c. 38 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _REV__10e3a0a7_f97d_4b42_9a8a_910813bc4e][bookmark: _STATUTE_C__b5e0c892_5f79_44fc_924d_b8df][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__836e096b_8894_4ecf_99][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a8f855fd_849f_4ec3_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__584c9bbc_14ad_49a3_97][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__1aa463f4_c0cc_47f8_ae50]CHAPTER 38
[bookmark: _REV__6af18104_3f0e_48cf_84b4_3d9d92297b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ace4e1c1_88b5_4745_96]BENEFICIAL ELECTRIFICATION POLICY ACT
[bookmark: _REV__5b167c61_a016_426a_a814_5065e7143f][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__7d7bdd62_4156_4cab_81e5_1355][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9cfcc1f4_f1b9_46a0_bf8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__346f6df4_537c_48f1_a0]§3801. Short title
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d3ebcfc5_170c_43a0_80c8_804b][bookmark: _REV__076bf41d_81c7_4b1f_9df1_7579196b47][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1e76a1c2_46fe_4cd3_922]This chapter may be known and cited as "the Beneficial Electrification Policy Act."
[bookmark: _REV__8166bc72_4389_4e91_87ef_0e2f01c1c3][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__aab0b5a0_9ab3_4dd0_a6cb_f55b][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6fa6c03b_2d10_4dc5_b4af][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5b7c1b2d_1739_4162_9c]§3802. Definitions
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__63404a65_b826_410c_b10b_20a1][bookmark: _REV__b8fa3d55_9211_45ef_8740_0ea5debd3e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__66ad04c3_2ef1_4bbd_969]For the purposes of this chapter, unless the context otherwise indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b5fc6fbf_81d6_4ecd_839d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__763ec8ca_433a_4656_87e2_b13][bookmark: _REV__72d26fb6_b4dc_434b_8c0e_1a6b955709][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__6f60da2c_e1ab_4545_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2918fd44_7ec2_46c7_b5e]1. Beneficial electrification. "Beneficial electrification" has the same meaning as in section 10102, subsection 3-A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8e686846_0652_4f6a_89ca][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a65061c5_374b_4354_bdac_b24][bookmark: _REV__e480e165_8a7e_40da_890e_e28a31a7ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__23013764_a9f4_4abf_93][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__97303509_64a5_4108_942]2. Office. "Office" means the Governor's Energy Office.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__330ac64a_e142_4ef4_8651][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__bfcbd6fd_dcbb_40bf_8370_d20][bookmark: _REV__53184451_c233_4f9e_b3c0_dc115703fc][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e68483da_ee8f_4efd_94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c2005671_eb64_41cd_b4e]3. Renewable resource. "Renewable resource" has the same meaning as in section 3210, subsection 2, paragraph C. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8ce54736_c538_4198_a6fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__10c2d671_0682_4b33_b619_64b][bookmark: _REV__3df20232_3bf5_46e7_8605_e024cc08da][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__27699abc_4580_4621_8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3a12b927_4cc9_485c_856]4. Trust. "Trust" means the Efficiency Maine Trust. 
[bookmark: _REV__37365dcc_689d_4bbc_95aa_65f73de2d2][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__306077e1_47e3_4bb8_af7b_925d][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3d757f59_a662_4c6d_ae3f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8433bc6b_9005_4fbb_bc]§3803. Support for policy of beneficial electrification
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ee1e59ab_ebb5_4368_b41c][bookmark: _REV__f46894d7_595e_40e7_8939_98bf7a6e74][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__427d696e_373f_435d_bc30_f9b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__cadcd123_cbc1_4d69_91][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e010e723_fe4a_4418_9fb]1.  Petition for renewable resources procurement.  The office may petition the commission to procure energy from renewable resources to achieve the emission reduction and renewable energy goals of the State and to meet reasonably expected growth in electric demand.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d8d9b4dc_d29e_4f5d_aefc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__183ede03_a58c_4db8_a770_0c9f][bookmark: _REV__eaf2cce9_15fd_4e8a_ad85_7fc18d05fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3597458d_7f6f_41f8_b64]A. In developing a petition for procurement of energy from renewable resources, the office shall consult with relevant departments and agencies. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5e9a31b8_2b00_4f1e_b53f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e72bf734_3c1a_4137_a634_84c0][bookmark: _REV__84034bd4_0de1_417a_8c77_16bc4eb5ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8133a0d7_94f6_4652_b8c]B. The commission shall evaluate a petition submitted by the office in accordance with section 3804 and may through a competitive procurement process established by the commission by rule procure energy from one or more renewable resources. The commission may direct a transmission and distribution utility to enter into a long-term contract for the energy procured. Rules adopted to implement this paragraph are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3d28056f_fe80_4eed_96f8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__44c60715_8da0_4c6e_9ead_fef][bookmark: _REV__c9290008_40ea_43f7_b933_d7fddb1a8f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ff432868_fa91_4220_8e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8b319eb8_e10c_4d86_a5f]2.  Plan for promoting beneficial electrification for end uses of energy.  The trust shall develop a 3-year beneficial electrification plan for end uses of energy as part of the trust's triennial plan in accordance with section 10104, subsection 4 and provide annual updates to the plan in accordance with section 10104, subsection 6.  In developing its beneficial electrification plan for end uses, the trust shall consult with relevant departments and agencies.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__34e436f0_950e_4250_ac19][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cb89a609_c5c3_45ef_9c2d_818][bookmark: _REV__a6093dae_fdc0_4581_98b9_115fe36e91][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2a12d442_57ed_4515_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__beb2adfc_572d_4f44_a28]3. Funding and reporting. Notwithstanding sections 116 and 117, at the request of the office, the commission may transfer money from funds in the Public Utilities Commission Regulatory Fund or the Public Utilities Commission Reimbursement Fund to the office to pay for the costs associated with a petition for a procurement of energy from renewable resources under subsection 1 and, at the request of the trust, to the trust to implement the 3-year beneficial electrification plan included in the triennial plan under subsection 2. At the end of any year in which the commission has transferred money under this subsection to the office or the trust, the office or the trust, respectively, shall provide a report to the commission detailing its fund requests, money received and expenditures.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__97308992_9d3d_4592_a9c7][bookmark: _REV__d6929c81_3ccc_4cf1_a1d1_e69ce8c568][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f49f6fb4_253a_4165_97ed_797][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e3b50588_a769_481a_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__850b9a75_ab35_4833_b2f]4.  Monitoring beneficial electrification trends and opportunities.  To the extent possible through readily available information, the office, the commission and the trust shall coordinate to monitor:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__da9b7f51_1ffb_4978_937f][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7415c9ea_9a6d_4e04_9666_c2cf][bookmark: _REV__fa8581c8_7104_4c59_9f55_a69d53206d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d73feb8e_6d16_4b17_9aa]A.  All beneficial electrification activity in the State and the effect of the commission's actions under section 3804;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7fc5c9f6_e779_4f60_ba92][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__afbf7f39_4841_4b96_b3c3_1dc2][bookmark: _REV__43607549_cc68_4264_9098_806258fc06][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__934417c1_5628_4939_8d6]B.  Trends in beneficial electrification in the State and in other jurisdictions; and 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__48942865_7d02_4d25_8bbc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5e64e2f8_e463_4e5a_a8ee_bbba][bookmark: _REV__daea2005_869e_4495_a4ad_d80cb5f951][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7ca79df3_d46a_45d7_a91]C.  The estimated costs and benefits for ratepayers of beneficial electrification programs occurring as a result of this chapter and other programs that have been implemented in the State.
[bookmark: _REV__b914cc62_465f_460b_ab9b_b5d5257bdb][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__4cb5ee08_286d_4349_a1c4_46a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c4cf7e02_98b0_44c0_9b70][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__de1188aa_f7f2_4a54_ab]§3804. Commission advancement of clean energy and beneficial electrification
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9344f0f0_bc50_4fba_929d_9ce2][bookmark: _REV__31062ef0_b08f_48d9_9958_c316bb5aa3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3c1e0035_7584_487c_b8a]The commission shall advance through its decisions and orders beneficial electrification in order to achieve the emission reduction and renewable energy goals of the State, reduce energy costs to consumers and provide economic and climate benefits for all ratepayers. The commission shall seek to procure energy under section 3803, subsection 1, paragraph B in a manner that is consistent with beneficial electrification. To the extent practicable, the commission shall seek to ensure that the acquisition of energy from renewable resources under section 3803, subsection 1, paragraph B is designed to procure sufficient energy to meet the portfolio requirements under section 3210 for the reasonably expected increase in use of electricity by retail electricity consumers.
[bookmark: _REV__41f6cd98_4522_404e_8347_d082758ad8][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__238aa20d_da1b_4adf_a6c7_1ae6][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__87c887fd_ba0d_4ca7_aef9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__430d420c_dc1f_4c53_b1]§3805. Reporting
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6c8751da_2903_4c6f_a778][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2b270b46_d46d_46b9_aea1_8b4][bookmark: _REV__67d06dc3_1402_4e29_8418_33bdc69b7e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ad4e7a92_8d4f_4b32_a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__657dffd4_a111_4aa3_80d]1. Commission report. The commission shall include in its annual report under section 120, subsection 7 a summary of its activities in accordance with this chapter. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a4f43ff1_7064_47c1_9299][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2a9a897b_05ec_41d9_b834_254][bookmark: _REV__1d8d0a15_52a7_4cca_a684_ceecebcc6b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4c1a7b0a_ac40_4696_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a9bde7bd_e2aa_424b_8d2]2. Office report. The office shall include in its annual report under Title 2, section 9, subsection 3, paragraph C-1 a summary of its activities in accordance with this chapter.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3c7a43cd_e874_4d04_ae46][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c055f244_8d2b_4ef0_8bcd_cfa][bookmark: _REV__f44164a0_0e2f_4d98_a814_0c667d9e0d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__bb92fdeb_a2f3_406e_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2acd838f_51a2_4f71_b70]3. Trust report. The trust shall include in its annual report under section 10104, subsection 5 a summary of its activities in accordance with this chapter.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__7df2617c_ec61_4705][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__37cdbea1_16f4_42fa_85dc_a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8d8846f1_faa1_4aa5]Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §10102, sub-§3-A, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 365, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__08c1ecb0_b42e_45a7_ac77][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1a2384cd_cc34_4b64_b06d_53c][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__aa9428ff_ff41_4192_af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__228102d7_df6f_4c67_a84][bookmark: _REV__6e99dde5_9888_4d0b_9ddb_6264d9f837][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d1ed402c_a186_4a74_b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e79b3f42_8154_4d78_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__60f7ff41_4b91_450f_a3][bookmark: _REV__c4b07361_1278_4308_9c31_64a35cad1e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__38d1747d_c01a_4fa1_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ee2c3a5b_1fcd_4379_95][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e148055a_8a60_4d11_ab]3-A.  Beneficial electrification.  "Beneficial electrification" means electrification of a technology or process that results in reduction in the use of a fossil fuel, including electrification of a technology or process that would otherwise require energy from a fossil fuel, and that provides a benefit to a utility, a ratepayer or the environment, without causing harm to utilities, ratepayers or the environment, by improving the efficiency of the electricity grid or reducing consumer costs or emissions, including carbon emissions.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__9c0e1d05_13b5_4778][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__45078937_47ef_4e86_8ddc_2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0aaf1dba_7e3a_4ef8]Sec. 3.  35-A MRSA §10104, sub-§2, ¶C, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 372, Pt. B, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e254467e_f720_44ff_b001][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ac0fd0a8_3c4f_4407_bddd_1d0f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c3ed1dbe_8cb4_429f_9c5][bookmark: _REV__c828e832_c0aa_4289_b389_2f7dc231fb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bb5223f9_856f_4cc9_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9a180017_2fb4_4b89_86][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3375128f_9ce4_4ba7_8e]C.  The efficiency with which programs are planned, designed, overseen and delivered is maximized; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__eb323ca2_72f2_4afc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__622479b5_17bf_4b9a_b6a4_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__95b8dce9_3f6f_42e5]Sec. 4.  35-A MRSA §10104, sub-§2, ¶D, as enacted by PL 2009, c. 372, Pt. B, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__02a06b94_c608_4ceb_8e7c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__79dd13a0_11e2_4122_8e45_6614][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c4991fcb_3f08_4a44_84d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__19ccc4d2_7ac5_48cf_9df][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e8858980_64ee_4b7e_aaf][bookmark: _REV__3daf7003_512a_4c60_bacf_e1ef038258][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0fd5a59e_a04d_451e_85][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3f6703a3_b62c_48dd_a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__60ea0e97_9c8f_4a6b_92][bookmark: _REV__743eac49_5176_44ab_aa79_f22c28feae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__98b537ac_c765_4cb9_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3d1902af_ac15_4551_8d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5feccb45_7705_4a64_ac][bookmark: _REV__719b45e7_1f89_449b_9b5c_483dc54a8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ad920ca5_3e93_4311_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0369c654_0b3c_4317_a9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ea81fa02_9835_4b07_a3]D.  Sufficient checks and balances are provided to ensure consistency with public policy and accountability for meeting the principles set out in paragraphs A to C and E so that energy efficiency programs in the State are sustainable for the long term.; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__9d01a384_5eec_49ce][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f80a3bd1_0666_400b_8c62_d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__98847ebc_c7fa_4101]Sec. 5.  35-A MRSA §10104, sub-§2, ¶E is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__148d5b53_ff42_438f_b42b][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6bbe7988_699a_4032_899c_0add][bookmark: _REV__fe831ae6_6020_43d8_8494_0ac75332c6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__af4d1792_49cb_447b_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aab8d445_41c6_4094_92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9616ffc8_182b_44f4_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b3055797_0d67_41e3_988]E.  Programs are planned and implemented to advance the policy of beneficial electrification as described in chapter 38.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__c180dede_0c4c_46ee][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__895f0dd6_15f5_43b9_8f15_1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b0f34744_22ae_4c21]Sec. 6.  35-A MRSA §10110, sub-§4-A, ¶B, as amended by PL 2019, c. 313, §8, is further amended by amending the first blocked paragraph to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9bb7e0ae_2a8d_4038_bb1][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6ffcb2c3_49e9_4896_b75a_c83f][bookmark: _REV__e14e0c7a_50d2_4ff1_9ffd_347f9f01c1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e0f29bff_c187_4c78_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__819dade6_7aac_4bd0_96][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__30aa313f_797b_4145_a3]The trust shall use, and the commission shall give deference to, values for each element of avoided energy cost from a regional avoided energy supply cost study as long as the analysis has been developed through a transparent process, with input from state agencies, public advocates, utilities or energy efficiency administrators from at least 3 other states in New England and the analysis has been published not more than 24 months prior to the trust's filing of the plan. When values specific to the State are not available in the regional study, the trust may use, and the commission shall give deference to, regional values provided in that regional study or values determined from other sources when supported by evidence in the record; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__2f26b8bf_b2b6_449d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0482b07f_a659_45cb_a12f_d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__75957125_86db_4459]Sec. 7.  35-A MRSA §10110, sub-§4-A, ¶C, as enacted by PL 2013, c. 369, Pt. A, §20 and affected by §30, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c1406475_274d_4cc3_80e7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2623c55c_1c1c_46cb_86a4_9b18][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__33b1e04e_0002_48ef_920][bookmark: _REV__5461ebae_9ffa_4edb_88d9_459533d490][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2ff629b9_8092_4e95_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e25226d4_210c_40f8_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d8d0e72c_ee14_4738_be][bookmark: _REV__8926adac_bb73_4bfb_9819_3316f3d7a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6cb0074c_85a5_44e1_b0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dbf4daa4_e064_4e28_84][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aca0bd39_7370_4deb_9b]C.  Maximize total electricity savings for all ratepayers.; and
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a9d6bbe7_89cb_40be][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__abd6bad7_a180_4846_b8aa_4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__edba3edf_3f01_490e]Sec. 8.  35-A MRSA §10110, sub-§4-A, ¶D is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ac9b712c_def8_4935_8638][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__773b453a_fbe1_4eb8_b37c_717d][bookmark: _REV__4326fecc_4eff_400a_a66d_61090c331d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9b108db6_409c_4244_a8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f1c56c48_0338_455e_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f1742cd0_b1ee_44dd_92][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8f7115d8_db8d_48bc_b77]D.  Include all beneficial electrification measures that are cost-effective and reliably reduce electricity rates over the life of the measures. In determining whether a measure is cost-effective, the commission shall account for all net energy costs, including savings from avoided heating, transportation or industrial process fuels displaced by the measure.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__9889796a_8a5d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__09152a60_0352_46de]Sec. 9. Study; report required.  The Public Utilities Commission shall conduct a study on how to cost-effectively provide consumer financing of beneficial electrification products, including products for energy efficiency, home or business energy storage, electric vehicle charging equipment and other distributed energy products through methods including, but not limited to, on-bill financing by standard-offer service providers or competitive electricity providers, or through some combination thereof. The study must provide analysis of the relative advantages and disadvantages of each financing method considered by the commission compared to existing and planned offerings of other finance initiatives in the State, including but not limited to the offerings of the Efficiency Maine Trust, the Maine State Housing Authority and the Finance Authority of Maine. The study must also review consumer protection provisions used by other jurisdictions that permit on-bill financing. By January 5, 2024, the commission shall submit to the Joint Standing Committee on Energy, Utilities and Technology a report on the study required by this section. The committee may report out a bill during the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature concerning the subject matter of the report.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__cbba651e_69d5_4a86_89ad][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__03c63401_c908_466d]Sec. 10.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
Public Utilities - Administrative Division 0184
Initiative: Provides allocations for expenditures related to contracted consulting services.
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2023-24
	2024-25

	All Other
	$202,042
	$0

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	$202,042
	$0
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