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[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__07c7e19f_4941_4721_bc1][bookmark: _PAR__1_30768182_25b2_4b3e_bca0_e585206d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__6f5214f2_5f78_4d76_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__df4403fd_59f1_492f][bookmark: _PAR__2_f67b94c9_76ff_4e2d_a8ec_8db142f7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b7e217c9_50c6_4379_b0bc_b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__603dd73c_0f19_4aee_b0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__705eee70_4dfc_41a9]Sec. 1.  21-A MRSA §753-A, sub-§8, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 398, Pt. UUUU, §3 and affected by §7, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__41110d07_566e_4323_a5c3][bookmark: _PAR__3_ba41fdf4_74f1_4a88_9efb_06c71097][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9a4bc13c_a4f6_4ffb_8088_6cb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1151241a_3ad5_4b23_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2b3ad79d_311c_4893_830][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__ebc7a485_7fb6_4866_a2b8]8.  Application for ongoing absentee voter status.  A voter who will be at least 65 years of age by the next election or who self-identifies as having a disability may apply for status as an ongoing absentee voter.  Each qualified applicant must automatically receive an absentee ballot for each ensuing statewide election, municipal election and any other election for which the voter is entitled to vote and need not submit a separate request for each election.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8d2ab4ac_508b_4ff6_8d00][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__980f7b5b_755d_4457_990f_4f59][bookmark: _PAR__4_81021527_5b10_46e7_a9b0_8b40b686][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__de5524e7_46df_45cb_a84][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__56427be7_aa95_446c_922]A.  An application for status as an ongoing absentee voter must be made by a voter using procedures designed by the Secretary of State.  These procedures must include a process for notifying the voter that if the voter moves out of the municipality, that voter's status as an ongoing absentee voter in that municipality terminates.  A voter may obtain assistance in completing an application for ongoing absentee voter status pursuant to subsection 5.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6649d02e_3579_4f9d_b159][bookmark: _PAR__5_378e0e56_8fd7_443e_899b_5acb3e07][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d11437ee_6988_438a_beb3_6402][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__187a8f05_ec5d_4850_bb3]B.  The clerk or Secretary of State shall terminate a voter's ongoing absentee voter status only upon:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f8ad5d28_92ba_480e_a9ca_dac][bookmark: _PAR__6_9171ee54_24a4_4cff_a187_eeeeedcc][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f7b32dc8_783e_4822_8874][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e0921287_87d4_4d21_abd](1)  The written request of the voter;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__e8c7bc0a_475d_4d3d_a2f7_a30][bookmark: _PAR__7_529899cd_4e83_45a2_b741_e4c68c44][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2c22e5fe_b3b1_4af2_958e][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0f0d9f56_cf57_48a9_849](2)  The death or disqualification of the voter;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__c87a5ba7_fb97_4b19_a9dd_f99][bookmark: _PAR__8_5bbe0a0b_45d4_495d_848b_99832a62][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c34c55e2_ab53_48ea_8217][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__69ded8d8_b584_4b6b_983](3)  The cancellation of the voter's registration record in the central voter registration system;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__5713bd05_d031_4a9d_9ab9_6a2][bookmark: _PAR__9_532be325_fc2e_4e62_8470_40fd70ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5da29f16_b689_4328_914a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ae5b3ba2_6b9f_4e39_b87][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__3e10d22c_d5d3_4438_be38][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__4b7079a7_6d28_45f1_ae4f][bookmark: _REV__afa08f28_94dc_46a2_801e_e5098c4607][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__96ecec71_23c9_4ea7_93][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1ab02032_b02b_4c96_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2eeabbd7_28bc_4848_bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6844de50_7b29_4844_85][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__08d332be_1edb_47b1_b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fe76a468_b7fe_44c6_86](4)  The return of an absentee ballot as undeliverable; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__7263b3b1_8dab_4f53_b321_c4c][bookmark: _PAR__10_e8415327_001d_42b3_9270_dfde783][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__08608c05_09fc_4105_a1f6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d7095b64_a9d8_4b98_95d](5)  The failure of the voter to vote by absentee ballot for a general election; or
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__2ef8b679_e647_49a5_85c4_6ab][bookmark: _PAR__11_4002bc68_b03b_4ea0_a3d5_3080a0e][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__91e05aea_5088_4bb5_8da9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c0606f21_0fbd_4632_84be][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8444880a_8f19_44ba_8bb](6)  The designation of the voter's status as inactive in the central voter registration system.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3d2d5c19_f6c2_4b3d_a74][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0abbcf94_4e59_4a0a_b496_a287][bookmark: _PAR__12_27b9a2e0_5374_4b49_932c_d9e2bf1]This subsection does not apply to uniformed service voters or overseas voters who are covered by the federal Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act, 52 United States Code, Section 20302 (2019).
[bookmark: _EFFECTIVE_CLAUSE__dbb788c5_7eb7_436f_b8][bookmark: _PAR__10_fa409bf8_b2f1_4063_95f0_a8e8ef9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f3d7119a_c446_460c][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__52269471_9a80_4f43_925a][bookmark: _REV__62bcab96_e89e_4494_9426_577034de44][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__73660d24_882f_42a1_8c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8d460668_32de_4843_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__36a7961a_90c0_4381_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a6e0c9e9_ee7f_42fe_bb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__067994a8_66c9_43b6_bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__86dba2ae_ede5_40e6_80]Sec. 2.  Effective date. This Act takes effect December 31, 2025.
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