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[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__45a8fdc2_309e_4e9b_9fe][bookmark: _PAR__6_ba9436a9_cc62_422c_938c_4d279333][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__2f142d7b_8061_4c14_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__003051c1_61ae_4951][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__e4e4ebac_4b6c_4da5_83ab_c][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__926f7ea5_1b92_43ff_be90_80][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__d8847a3d_4346_4d27_81][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__df9d5205_7a4b_49cc]Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §3731-A, sub-§3 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__488ddbe9_1ad0_41fc_952e][bookmark: _REV__2cd1d387_f3c1_492e_9376_cdbb5454b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__62c74a34_64d9_4080_86ff_77e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4d315133_355b_4352_a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__09cbc4fe_592b_4e22_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5841c432_eee7_48b8_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__140e64ca_67ee_455d_8b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e1181808_6cf6_4ac4_94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6ce244e0_6e80_46af_85b]3.  Copayments limited.  The department shall limit the amount of copayments required to be paid by families receiving subsidies under the Maine Child Care Affordability Program in accordance with this subsection.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6fd46d8c_ca27_4a99_a9db][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__3cdfde29_dc48_44d0_a226_459d][bookmark: _REV__54a479cf_9a7f_4816_93c2_eec59c0f4b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bb9e29df_617b_49bd_b37]A.  A family earning up to 85% of the median family income in the State for a family of the same size may not be required to contribute more than 7% of the family’s household income as a copayment.  
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7698b5cb_09d4_4a49_ae25][bookmark: _REV__3430ebee_9245_42a6_b207_174dbe8084][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__134314da_687d_4f97_a9d1_2b5c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eb163ff1_1518_4bd1_9b3]B.  Copayments may be further reduced or waived, as determined by the department, for additional populations, including, but not limited to:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__87f7df6a_8ed9_470a_a4af_dfa][bookmark: _REV__00622010_72a0_44d9_b93c_5ec453a6db][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6ad77de2_b1cb_480b_be2b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__46dbd5ab_6472_4efd_9c6](1)  Families earning up to 30% of the median family income in the State for a family of the same size;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__0ebb5518_7066_4b0f_9597_69b][bookmark: _REV__b1f8a013_81c4_4981_b31d_3eb41e5522][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__792c0562_29ae_4e68_ace0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c2653b9b_8b10_4ed4_b4b](2)  Children who are in foster care or kinship care;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__ff3fec31_f7bf_4597_882b_609][bookmark: _REV__2c23742c_cbb1_412d_aa87_33a71cccd7][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6d785e3a_0e51_4fd7_a787][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a042ef45_ff2c_401e_be1](3)  Families experiencing homelessness; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__08f3a580_ef99_4ddc_bc70_507][bookmark: _REV__5bd59bc3_5de0_40f6_b89a_5a23e8912c][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6854db7e_3c3d_475c_bdf0][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__70dd4e2a_9eec_493a_a19](4)  Families with a child with a disability.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__b6a4b65a_61a1_483b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__70b98dc5_a650_4eb1_a5e0_f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6e73bf87_a629_471c]Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §3731-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _REV__288624e8_d311_4523_965d_5713ac03ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__dfe95076_afa6_4d07_b401_9823][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b8227310_db28_4bda_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__993bb15a_1552_4bb2_9b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__23ee03bc_bc4c_4cc6_b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__08d31303_a1ce_452f_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__42a99444_b9c0_4cbe_9b35][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4013f574_07a0_4d32_9c]§3731-B.  Copayment schedule
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8f051174_16eb_41c0_ba6d_41f2][bookmark: _REV__2d88be02_fdeb_47bd_bdcc_dd97b803f1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__87378970_c0c8_4003_bab]The department shall post on its publicly accessible website information about copayments, as determined by the department pursuant to section 3731-A, subsection 3, that must be paid by families receiving subsidies under the Maine Child Care Affordability Program established in section 3731-A.  The information posted must include, but is not limited to, the sliding fee scales used to determine family copayments, estimated amounts of copayments for families based on income and family size and policies related to reduced or waived copayments.  The website must use plain language and must be updated when copayment schedules and amounts change.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8c212e19_0a2a_4a1c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__d3904c05_a467_44e9_ae9a_f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ace76495_487c_486d]Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §3737, sub-§7 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__dd67cedc_0fbe_43d7_8885][bookmark: _REV__a245e39c_fc25_43f8_b9ad_b7e03eae0d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ff2d6c02_360e_4cac_9f95_bd8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__116a4e42_e953_4902_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__224bd831_377a_4106_b2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bf3600aa_b443_4f9d_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__99ee1e1e_fe65_4af8_bb][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a3a7d403_70f9_4033_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b651093e_f322_44ca_a7d]7.  Reimbursements for subsidies.  The department shall reimburse a provider of child care services provided under this chapter for subsidies provided under the Maine Child Care Affordability Program established in section 3731-A administered by the department pursuant to rules adopted by the department. To the extent allowable under federal law, reimbursement under the program to a child care provider must be based on generally accepted payment practices for private-pay families for child care, including enrollment-based rather than attendance-based practices. Reimbursement based on generally accepted payment practices must support child care provider stability and encourage more child care providers to serve children receiving child care services under the program. In developing the program, the department shall identify the practices common for child care providers serving private-pay families and determine which practices are most important to meet the goals of ensuring that high-quality child care providers participate in the program. The department shall make a plan to align requirements for providers accepting children receiving federal Child Care and Development Fund child care assistance to the practices of child care providers serving private-pay families. The department shall examine generally accepted payment practices regarding paying prospectively based on enrollment and practices related to separating provider closure limits for holidays or vacations or to compensate for inclement weather from child absence allowances. The department shall adopt rules to implement this subsection. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__bda09e87_227c_4a43_93a1_17d7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__46182fbb_a284_46e2_a90][bookmark: _REV__c28ae195_df97_4066_a459_7ac57af089]For the purposes of this subsection, "generally accepted payment practices" are practices that align with the private-pay child care market in order to encourage providers to accept children receiving federal Child Care and Development Fund child care assistance and enable families to retain child care services.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ab0d692d_98fe_4a01][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__82ed3f8e_8f65_460e_a055_b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2c159ee6_6ec6_44e5]Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §3737, sub-§8 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a2fa3baa_570a_40c3_9216][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4d93473b_4ed0_4d83_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__56354976_fd62_42ed_a8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7859cbf3_6d8d_48c7_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e17a0f5c_12c2_4741_b6][bookmark: _REV__a7d70888_aa4b_4a33_9668_e8272db05f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__355a8d11_64d5_4579_860d_2a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__8d91e2d7_c7d3_44b6_b1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d6ffce3e_b1ea_45d0_92d]8.  Subsidy above equivalent private rate.  To the extent allowable by federal law, the department may reimburse a provider of child care services for subsidies provided under the Maine Child Care Affordability Program established in section 3731-A at the market rate established pursuant to subsection 4 to better reflect the cost of providing care even if that rate is higher than the rate charged by a provider of child care for a child in a family that is not receiving a subsidy under this chapter.
LR2324, item 3 - 132nd Maine Legislature, page 2
