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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-THREE
_____
S.P. 666 - L.D. 1661
An Act to Require a Liability Automobile Insurance Policy to Cover the Costs of Towing and Storing Certain Vehicles
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__4cb884a5_d5a6_461e_a42][bookmark: _PAR__1_12d497b0_345a_4b49_8be8_55b42766][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__31fa7fb7_afe1_483c_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_PART_HEADER__0f30795e_ecab_400b_99][bookmark: _BILL_PART__a166a588_8d7d_4e75_9cf8_c587][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__87fb1087_a4aa_4706_aeee_c2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__87739645_5b9f_4808_91][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__958db74a_b398_4255_91]PART A
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__fb452c9d_b23f_4167][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__5d380f97_3dd3_44a2_abab_7][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__7c0442e5_6a98_4985_9d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__a6f4eced_7a73_422c]Sec. A-1.  29-A MRSA §1605, sub-§1, ¶C, as amended by PL 2007, c. 213, §1 and affected by §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__eb2e1b01_a91b_4ed3_8610][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e6e6d216_c16f_444b_a4ef_9853][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__39ab6f4b_5268_4907_8f5]C.  Be in the amount or limit of at least:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__0708beb1_0668_4bbf_9783_10a][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d45c3ca9_2690_4530_8415][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8c6fde45_708f_4a29_b1b](1)  For damage to property, $25,000;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__f04b9126_8d55_4111_b38c_401][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__59f1fa94_7fd3_4232_b4eb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9219bd8c_5042_427b_8b3](2)  For injury to or death of any one person, $50,000;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__1975d05c_5535_4a54_94d2_d27][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__62f0ca94_a4a2_4f41_b89f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8ac95d31_68b9_4003_9dd][bookmark: _REV__36d13926_a804_413e_8bc4_d0d4f299b1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9aac2e1e_5969_4186_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5acece07_187b_4aa7_a4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5aaa2fbd_5bb5_477e_91][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c8633ac2_ba61_4880_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a6a3c796_76d0_4b06_98](3)  For one accident resulting in injury to or death of more than one person, $100,000; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__cb088beb_0f1f_4632_ac07_a05][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b46d9dcf_b679_4d4b_bb3f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9d0b3e1b_9183_48da_b99][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__804b9810_484d_4106_ad5][bookmark: _REV__f360a4c3_8e90_4e13_84c5_9df7d712cb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e09a84d4_0cad_4484_ba][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__61d111b9_9368_49f5_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6c3b532f_3891_47f4_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6affd64c_2dc4_4c37_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7085c294_1fe7_45ef_9f][bookmark: _REV__df9228c1_8199_4d8a_aac7_4f987b2c45][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__653a9815_db1d_4e4d_be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ea0cfd5a_c83d_4c06_bf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__24554be9_f9ce_40a9_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__39863fc0_3836_41bd_be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2bfc0211_4ce6_44e0_bc](4)  For medical payments pursuant to section 1605‑A, $2,000.; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__2111c65f_c342_4d22_bedd_494][bookmark: _REV__6525e1af_c374_42e3_8f1f_8d32abc69c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__35fa9f02_da15_4ec0_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cc1b9156_7ade_43a8_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5d6ff545_2ab0_4be1_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__47aba3e4_7311_47a9_ba][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a33ba837_f9b7_42c6_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0b1350d2_8110_4592_ac16][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b91045c0_15cc_4dd3_8f5](5)  For towing and storage charges pursuant to section 1605-B, $500.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__c11efbb6_ffed_4e65][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c954242d_9012_4c3a_bc35_3][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__c697c3da_0264_4787_92][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c5a857b9_dbab_4500]Sec. A-2.  29-A MRSA §1605-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _REV__39fbb6db_6757_4063_9cd9_29066b9c0f][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__97ce3340_11c1_4db5_9bab_57e7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6e07b59d_0e56_4464_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c91bfd8e_a4a4_46ad_89][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9300b21f_e71a_4d5c_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c69018be_404b_4f6f_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__294e7f9f_77f8_49c9_87][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8c1e5110_c2a5_4861_97d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9e0707ce_6ebb_42f7_80]§1605-B.  Towing and storage charges 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__7682bb14_649d_43e8_9d0c_ed20][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e84990ab_f9b7_4646_8a4][bookmark: _REV__c1846993_9049_4b46_bdb1_4d9f235cb4]A motor vehicle liability policy issued for a motor vehicle registered or principally garaged in this State must provide coverage in an amount up to $500 per accident for the reasonable towing and storage charges incurred as a result of an accident involving the insured vehicle if the vehicle is towed at the request of a law enforcement officer. The coverage required by this section applies only to the reasonable towing and storage charges of the insured vehicle. This section does not apply to a policy insuring more than 4 motor vehicles, nor to any policy covering a garage, automobile sales agency, repair shop, service station or public parking place.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d23373ae_a2db_4101][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__7cf3e074_6cf6_472e_9ed4_6][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__bb1e11e5_015f_404e_a1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__9d26bc6c_a309_4f28]Sec. A-3.  29-A MRSA §1861, first ¶, as amended by PL 2017, c. 120, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8cca1dc9_6744_4c28_b05][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__14e5981e_4d48_41e7_9f6f_65cf][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e24383a8_75c9_4e5a_95f][bookmark: _REV__db049085_c1b3_446d_a74b_f180da8ec1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b6c7383b_c327_497d_93][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3cc83912_676e_45bf_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__20e7bb83_67f7_4b99_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__482f3cf5_f4ae_4078_b3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__badced60_babe_419c_9b]A person holding or storing an abandoned vehicle, holding or storing a vehicle towed at the request of the vehicle's operator, owner or owner's agent or holding or storing a vehicle stored at the request of a law enforcement officer may hold the vehicle and all its accessories, contents and equipment, not including the personal effects of the registered owner, until reasonable towing and storage charges of the person holding or storing the vehicle are paid, except that a person may not hold the perishable cargo of a commercial motor vehicle, as defined in 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 390.5, as amended, when the perishable cargo being transported in interstate or intrastate commerce is not owned by the motor carrier or driver of the commercial motor vehicle being held and the person holding or storing the towed vehicle is presented with evidence of insurance, as defined in section 1551, covering the commercial motor vehicle and the vehicle's cargo.  For purposes of this paragraph, "perishable cargo" means cargo of a commercial motor vehicle that is subject to spoilage or decay or is marked with an expiration date. The owner of the vehicle shall maintain, at a minimum, the amounts of motor vehicle financial responsibility in accordance with section 1605-B to pay the reasonable towing and storage charges of the person holding or storing the vehicle.
[bookmark: _APPLICATION_CLAUSE__c8db1e0b_5f6d_486a_][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__d54dea55_5328_40c6_be][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__cc3caf40_392e_4a3a]Sec. A-4.  Application. This Part applies to all motor vehicle liability insurance policies executed, delivered, issued for delivery, continued or renewed in this State on or after July 1, 2024.  For purposes of this Part, all policies are deemed to be renewed no later than the next yearly anniversary of the contract date.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__f3dd33cb_ad76_4220_8d6d][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__f68c2634_a5aa_445d_a4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__06d54196_ba54_4c68]Sec. A-5.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
PROFESSIONAL AND FINANCIAL REGULATION, DEPARTMENT OF
Insurance - Bureau of 0092
Initiative: Provides a one-time allocation of funds for review of rate plans and forms associated with motor vehicle liability policy coverage of towing and vehicle storage.
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2023-24
	2024-25

	All Other
	$0
	$20,250

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	$0
	$20,250


[bookmark: _BILL_PART_HEADER__f376e4b4_ea9a_4a31_86][bookmark: _BILL_PART__a0264ebc_a083_47bf_9ec2_268b][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__f5b2f3e7_9165_4893_b5]PART B
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__a21631b7_f60b][bookmark: _BILL_PART_LETTER__98abd5e7_87de_416a_b8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2ec34274_5452_4200]Sec. B-1.  Review of impact on premiums. The Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Insurance shall review proposed rates provided by insurers offering motor vehicle liability insurance in this State on or after July 1, 2024 to determine the premium impact on rates of requiring coverage in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29-A, section 1605-B. The bureau shall submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Health Coverage, Insurance and Financial Services no later than February 1, 2024. The committee may report out a bill based on the report to the Second Regular Session of the 131st Legislature.
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