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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
S.P. 664 - L.D. 1669
An Act to Establish the Cannabis Advisory Council
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__3d5d16d2_c3b9_432f_82a][bookmark: _PAR__1_2b816edd_853c_4659_9173_462ba5a5][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__f7396174_f84d_4bbe_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__12c45b9a_612d_476a][bookmark: _PAR__2_3bc016fa_0b40_4136_96cf_fdeacc63][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f6d69558_4437_4fa9_bda7_1][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__5cc97eb0_7d36_4e65_9d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5fae5e50_7eca_416f]Sec. 1.  5 MRSA §12004-I, sub-§2-J is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_1ac09120_eaf3_4958_9264_ab56bc3e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__3755aeb7_454a_416e_9cdf_4d9][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7ee7bc99_3894_4624_b53f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bf008413_7ffc_4dde_829]2-J.   
	[bookmark: _PAR__4_89f9264b_779c_43f5_b625_842d18a7]Cannabis 
	Cannabis Advisory Council 
	Expenses Only 
	 28-B MRSA §115


[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a313e427_bd2c_4ca4][bookmark: _PAR__5_81b5efcf_7a8d_4bbd_938d_8410cd88][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__718bab03_8209_4891_86c0_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__eb51b970_6bb3_4d6e]Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §2430, sub-§3, as amended by PL 2021, c. 181, Pt. A, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8f28731b_00c4_40a1_a8ac][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6061ce6d_bc53_4dd9_8a1e_f1c][bookmark: _PAR__6_0a526848_77ac_4c6c_8728_21d7700e][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ea3028b3_7b6e_4d7c_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__49f654ed_eb9f_4406_a41][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__7e366141_516c_4f20_bba]3.  Uses of the fund.  The fund may be used for expenses of the department to administer this chapter, for reimbursement for expenses of the Cannabis Advisory Council established by Title 5, section 12004-I, subsection 2-J or for research in accordance with subsection 5, as allocated by the Legislature.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__421b24af_06ab_47cd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b6ce30be_2a9c_4a38_8292_2][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__6b7a1b8b_276f_4a43_96d5_c8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__bde9f6e6_cca2_4bc5]Sec. 3.  28-B MRSA §115 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _REV__2ca0b183_aed4_4d73_bec3_6557d607d6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__03245e2c_391c_41b6_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1332d140_1a3c_492b_84][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__40d1cb76_15ae_4301_b5e8_603f][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b1c944f2_3310_4a33_934f][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fedffbaf_fc22_4e77_9b]§115.  Cannabis Advisory Council
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ada5953b_4eaa_426e_99fd][bookmark: _REV__08a74478_c972_4547_a28e_1b1244db92][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__626d0554_c94a_4b50_8341_f3b][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2a56e730_4303_4be5_a7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6ea3b01b_f59c_413e_adb]1.  Appointment; composition.  The Cannabis Advisory Council, referred to in this section as "the council" and established by Title 5, section 12004-I, subsection 2-J, consists of 12 members who are appointed as follows:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b81f01c3_03db_47ab_8495][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__d4f2d408_23a7_4717_aa88_0a96][bookmark: _REV__5b6d3467_7467_4d4f_b26f_f2c7925753][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3d26b8e0_2788_40cc_953]A. Two members who are registrants under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act, who are not also licensees under the Cannabis Legalization Act, of which at least one member is a registered caregiver who cultivates cannabis for medical use outdoors, appointed by the President of the Senate.  In making the appointments under this paragraph, the President of the Senate shall consider up to 6 recommendations from associations representing the interests of registrants under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3c0535cd_9ba0_48e6_9262][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__cca4f930_1cd1_4c53_84ef_0025][bookmark: _REV__66b0ceba_bc1c_430c_b624_223f556a43][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a044b354_08d2_4d28_a53]B. Two members who are licensees under the Cannabis Legalization Act, who are not also registrants under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act, of which at least one member has a cultivation facility license, appointed by the Speaker of the House.  In making the appointments under this paragraph, the Speaker of the House shall consider up to 6 recommendations from associations representing the interests of the adult use cannabis industry;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__48021d6e_6a0f_4d64_b7de][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__782566f2_341b_48e1_8476_ffc2][bookmark: _REV__6588bc05_2d1f_4c00_938a_86b25244ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__382ced6c_cee3_46a3_810]C. Two members who are registrants and licensees under both the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act and the Cannabis Legalization Act, of which at least one member has a manufacturing facility registration certificate or license, appointed jointly by the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House.  In making the appointments under this paragraph, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House shall consider up to 6 recommendations from associations representing the interests of the cannabis industry;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8eb63376_8cea_4c5a_8d29][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5df7fc52_b312_4204_a328_1838][bookmark: _REV__0ee51216_b627_4c9d_a303_603fcac9ff][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ca8cdf5c_71b9_47c5_a83]D. One public member who is not a registrant under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act, a licensee under the Cannabis Legalization Act or a lobbyist or lobbyist associate as defined in Title 3, section 312-A, subsections 10 and 10-A, respectively, and who has knowledge of and interest in cannabis, appointed by the Speaker of the House;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8c114750_e0bc_4e20_86de][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__be4add6b_fda5_4b21_9d89_a62c][bookmark: _REV__145650bd_128a_4ccf_b0f2_35251eb9b7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__14040346_81d4_48b3_afb]E. Two members who are municipal officials in municipalities that have ordinances allowing for all registration types under the Maine Medical Use of Cannabis Act and all license types under the Cannabis Legalization Act, appointed by the director; 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d9b93182_26b2_438e_a52e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__326f45ed_dad8_4182_89d4_85e6][bookmark: _REV__e636958e_9f9d_4fb9_a8b7_f4fd56227f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8b725a43_b2b4_4e07_a21]F. Two members who have a demonstrated knowledge of cannabis science, medicine or research and, at a minimum, a bachelor's degree, appointed by the director.  The director shall make a reasonable effort to appoint a member who has at least 5 years of relevant experience; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__428734e0_6a5c_431e_a4bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__339265df_06cd_4e5e_b429_342e][bookmark: _REV__48d8fa5e_b1f9_42d6_950f_4905fc4c17][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__489ee2ec_5dce_4199_acb]G. One member who is a public health professional, appointed by the director.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__989ec88e_1dae_43b6_beba_1c1f][bookmark: _REV__ab85ccdc_01a9_47a8_a334_e960e3f16a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__cf255d36_350c_410c_b36]To the extent practicable, the membership of the council must reflect a geographic distribution across the State. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__838d57bd_a026_4eb5_a990][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4d2c5ff4_c441_4a09_8a36_735][bookmark: _REV__5f1928e6_39da_4be8_ab17_f1376be2df][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__84ea0610_ca9d_4c00_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__efc8aa8e_1019_4636_b05]2.  Cannabis business advocate.  The cannabis business advocate established by Public Law 2023, chapter 683 serves as an ex officio nonvoting member of the council.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__afaabe80_b08e_4d0f_afcb][bookmark: _REV__549b851a_0dd5_4637_8b2b_21ff898ff9][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__53fc4424_d1ff_4ecc_abbd_d29][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__a570074c_3c2f_4838_85][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__7503e84c_5269_4eb9_9d1]3.  Purpose.  The council shall make recommendations to the director and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over cannabis matters concerning: 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__959c953d_3afa_40c3_bea5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ee0e0103_99e2_4986_93b0_47fb][bookmark: _REV__064a70dd_efc3_44ca_ab18_c7d6e9a0eb][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ce6daeaa_4a7c_40c8_8ab]A. How best to work with state agencies, municipal governments, the medical use cannabis industry and adult use cannabis industry and citizen groups to make improvements to and maintain the quality of the State's medical use cannabis industry and adult use cannabis industry; and 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__069048bd_8aa3_42aa_9b67][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__9b0921c1_d5bf_4c95_8227_d528][bookmark: _REV__f6135076_13c4_4ebe_becb_976771ab4b][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2e5f04d0_c288_4ad6_970]B. Matters of interest to the State's medical use cannabis industry and adult use cannabis industry, including, but not limited to, financial services, taxation, cannabis-related research and development, environmental and public health protection, cannabis policy in other states and federal legalization. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b9a5e2db_62f6_4a1e_b3a7_578a][bookmark: _REV__d80ce6cf_ef2c_4716_af3e_80f2c70f03][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1febb7b9_e081_4fe6_911]The council is responsible for bringing forward to the director and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over cannabis matters issues of concern to the cannabis industry and for assisting in the dissemination of information to members of the cannabis industry.  The council may solicit and consider public comment during its meetings.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__19fe98ed_aecc_4527_a4cd][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__0e2fff7b_f061_4c4c_a277_c73][bookmark: _REV__51ede477_44c2_4a37_a1d1_0104743cb8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__52eddb89_f4c0_4de5_96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e6cc0ecd_ce2b_440b_b73]4.  Terms.  The term of a member appointed to the council is 3 years, except that a vacancy during an unexpired term must be filled in the same manner as for the original member for the unexpired portion of the member's term.  A member may not serve more than 2 consecutive terms. 
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__34f54dfd_80ce_4675_b41c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a120cef5_e40b_4808_a0ed_b33][bookmark: _REV__18e6ae18_8b61_4ee4_9c5f_0ad4eeddb5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__cf7efc0f_c29b_4d35_b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a3e54f92_e53d_406e_be5]5.  Chair and vice-chair.  The council shall elect a member of the council as chair and a member as vice-chair at the first regular meeting of each year.  The term of the chair and vice-chair is one year.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__48605674_4083_4e77_9b83][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d6b857fb_1a1d_4db5_9fc1_7a7][bookmark: _REV__9604e7ac_8a3a_47fd_946e_e3e1b66aaa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ea3fb1f5_435f_442d_87][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c894d0b5_2e76_4e38_a98]6.  Meetings; staffing.  The council shall meet at least 4 times a year and, to the extent practicable, at more than one location throughout the State.  It may also meet at other times at the call of the chair or the director.  The office shall provide administrative and staff support for the council within existing resources.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c3cafa60_d9ab_40ce_8eed][bookmark: _REV__c1d41fe2_1681_4147_8cb1_4866d6ab32][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__86d9160b_78dc_4131_8ae0_8a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ae87739e_2340_4f9d_87][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__80055f9a_1faf_41b4_8ab]7.  Compensation.  Council members are entitled to reimbursement for expenses in accordance with Title 5, chapter 379, which is paid in equal proportions from the Adult Use Cannabis Regulatory Coordination Fund established in section 1102 and the Medical Use of Cannabis Fund established in Title 22, section 2430.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__dd7632b0_d076_4b22_9d90_c][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__33512f4c_fc3b_4abb][bookmark: _PAR__9_560bad45_ae5d_4145_86f6_7c165b52][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8ac58f25_c7bd_4c12]Sec. 4.  28-B MRSA §1102, as amended by PL 2023, c. 679, Pt. B, §141, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__10_3be34249_335b_4397_aaf7_b662757][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__d1ac8c50_aceb_4f46_a3df_f395][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__3f2f0f5d_302e_4ee5_b795][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2403c820_86c4_4433_a6]§1102.  Adult Use Cannabis Regulatory Coordination Fund
[bookmark: _PAR__11_c32a4cf6_a7ab_415c_b7cf_14e29b9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__24686854_d3aa_41e6_955][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c371816e_b851_4da3_a06d_182a][bookmark: _PAR__1_47651f2c_39d3_4b2f_8e87_faeef5dd]The Adult Use Cannabis Regulatory Coordination Fund, referred to in this section as "the fund," is established as a dedicated, nonlapsing Other Special Revenue Funds account in the office.  The fund is administered and used by the director for the purposes of adopting rules under this chapter and, for the purposes of implementing, administering and enforcing this chapter and for the purpose of paying the reimbursement for expenses of the Cannabis Advisory Council established by Title 5, section 12004-I, subsection 2-J.  The director may expend money in the fund to enter into contracts with consultants and employ staff, as determined necessary by the director, conduct meetings with stakeholders and conduct any other activities related to the implementation, administration and enforcement of this chapter.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__bd437c04_f9f8][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__f7a6ba9b_c0c0_4474_9c7c_ad][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b45e0e27_f511_4860]Sec. 5.  Cannabis Advisory Council; staggered terms.  Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 28-B, section 115, subsection 4, of the initial members appointed to the Cannabis Advisory Council pursuant to Title 28-B, section 115, subsection 1, the first appointments made pursuant to subsection 1, paragraphs A, B, E and F are for one-year terms; the 2nd appointments made pursuant to subsection 1, paragraphs A, B, E and F are for 2-year terms; and all other appointments are for 3-year terms.  An initial term of one year may not be considered a full term for the purposes of limiting the number of terms for which a member may serve.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__878f6217_f6db_4ab4_92b8][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d8e17570_8f48_49e0_b6a1_1e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ed2c06dc_0086_40ed]Sec. 6.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
Adult Use Cannabis Regulatory Coordination Fund Z264
Initiative: Provides funding for reimbursement of expenses for Cannabis Advisory Council members.
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2025-26
	2026-27

	All Other
	$5,877
	$5,877

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	$5,877
	$5,877


Medical Use of Cannabis Fund  Z265
Initiative: Provides funding for reimbursement of expenses for Cannabis Advisory Council members.
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2025-26
	2026-27

	All Other
	$5,877
	$5,877

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	$5,877
	$5,877


 
	ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF
	 
	 

	DEPARTMENT TOTALS
	2025-26
	2026-27

	 
	 
	 

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	$11,754
	$11,754

	 
	__________
	__________

	DEPARTMENT TOTAL - ALL FUNDS
	$11,754
	$11,754
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