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[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__aa1bf4d5_4002_4a06_932][bookmark: _PAR__1_11d111d8_ed65_405a_a278_5e3566ca][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__e6717dc2_cc8e_466e_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__154f169d_4999_4903][bookmark: _PAR__2_057281c6_b807_4c2e_a08d_d61568c9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__077ae2fd_ef05_4b74_a61a_9][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__1dfe7494_61bc_4dc2_8b][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ccdec089_7c2a_4725]Sec. 1.  25 MRSA §3821, as amended by PL 2019, c. 94, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_a4b7139d_a0eb_42df_808a_0d012e62][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__79cabaa8_0e47_437f_8ea6_90ed][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ab225090_efe0_497a_a7a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__39dc322d_500c_4a3a_b7]§3821.  Transportation and storage of forensic examination kits
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__fccd861c_5ffc_4b32_9be][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__b249f1c4_796e_42c4_b3d7_2977][bookmark: _PAR__4_2d64e176_d286_4261_bbdd_10f1ee0a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__0e1b5966_3829_464f_ab4]For the purposes of this section, "sexual assault" means any crime enumerated in Title 17‑A, chapter 11 and "strangulation" has the same meaning as in Title 17A, section 208, subsection 1, paragraph C.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__717d3195_81ce_4bb4_9d5][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e09db701_6017_4643_919c_4f75][bookmark: _PAR__5_92e6aa09_8bf1_4db7_a82f_a27aae6b][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__1fbd9022_8336_4ab0_aa6e][bookmark: _REV__9ef76502_1c3b_4894_b696_a1e44487e4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b83ef5d1_1708_43cd_86][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7d675328_5cdf_4deb_83][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f620edfc_ed07_4c5c_a5]If an alleged victim of sexual assault or strangulation has a forensic examination and has not reported the alleged offense to a law enforcement agency when the examination is complete, the licensed hospital or licensed health care practitioner that completed the forensic examination shall notify the nearest law enforcement agency.  That law enforcement agency shall transport the completed forensic examination kit, identified only by a tracking number assigned by the kit manufacturer, to its evidence storage facility.  The law enforcement agency shall store the forensic examination kit kits involving sexual assault for 8 20 years and forensic examination kits involving only strangulation for 6 years.  If during that storage period the alleged victim reports the offense to a law enforcement agency, the investigating agency shall take possession of the forensic examination kit.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0b01b018_e1d9_46e6_993][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__003bac42_ed12_42b3_9526_b13e][bookmark: _PAR__6_1cece80d_c065_4c09_a826_ef1be537][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__b62b8356_7dc8_4857_863][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a2056789_e9b5_4552_92e]In the case of a forensic examination performed under Title 24, section 2986, subsection 5, the law enforcement agency must immediately notify the district attorney for the district in which the hospital or health care practitioner is located that such a forensic examination has been performed and a forensic examination kit has been completed under Title 24, section 2986, subsection 5.
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