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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-THREE
_____
S.P. 628 - L.D. 1597
Resolve, to Establish the Gagetown Harmful Chemical Study Commission
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__809890a1_02a4][bookmark: _PAR__1_380c9adf_e46f_41c0_8b40_dc9583b9][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__5a44a301_e1f9_4951_93][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__6fb742c1_9b08_45bc_][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__14376f8c_2a2d_46e4]Sec. 1.  Study commission established.  Resolved:  That the Gagetown Harmful Chemical Study Commission, referred to in this resolve as "the study commission," is established.
[bookmark: _PAR__2_1ef06a9d_dbf7_4e71_8e58_5dfc9c6a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__a69ff07f_2a54][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__36055b32_c5b9_4571]Sec. 2.  Study commission membership.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the study commission consists of 10 members appointed as follows:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_fc72959d_a716_4d2a_9e31_7b82ff15]1.  Two members of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate, including members from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__4_cd3844c4_7bac_4c24_ad9d_b16b6fb8]2. Two members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, including members from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature;
[bookmark: _PAR__5_f7ac18a1_a2df_4d46_8ffd_ee692ee2]3. Two members who represent veterans' advocacy organizations, one appointed by the President of the Senate and one appointed by the Speaker of the House;
[bookmark: _PAR__6_078e4140_6e21_48c2_b289_82ad04c8]4. One member who is a family member of a veteran who served at the Canadian military support base in Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada, appointed by the President of the Senate;
[bookmark: _PAR__7_49c76168_5d1d_4c78_a51e_4ffa8e63]5. One member with expertise processing veterans' claims for benefits related to harmful chemicals, appointed by the Speaker of the House; and
[bookmark: _PAR__8_fc4a085a_3495_44ac_bb46_beab3b5c]6. Two members who served at Gagetown and were exposed to harmful chemicals during their service, one appointed by the President of the Senate and one appointed by the Speaker of the House.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__9382fb02_7313][bookmark: _PAR__9_eef39230_8573_4620_b919_b103da54][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4dafae5c_6b34_4a00]Sec. 3.  Chairs.  Resolved:  That the first-named Senate member is the Senate chair and the first-named House of Representatives member is the House chair of the study commission.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__a20c6103_3048][bookmark: _PAR__10_067447cd_82cd_44fa_8413_6e5dfef][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__397d82cd_e47a_4bda]Sec. 4.  Appointments; convening of study commission.  Resolved:  That all appointments must be made no later than 30 days following the effective date of this resolve.  The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council once all appointments have been completed.  After appointment of all members, the chairs shall call and convene the first meeting of the study commission.  If 30 days or more after the effective date of this resolve a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the chairs may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the study commission to meet and conduct its business.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__449abb37_5c13][bookmark: _PAR__11_8834a219_295f_47d6_b2f8_a8237e1][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__75b4ca9f_a1c3_446b]Sec. 5.  Duties.  Resolved:  That the study commission shall study the impacts of exposure to harmful chemicals on veterans who served at the Canadian military support base in Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__7c529c50_376d][bookmark: _PAR__12_47f999ca_01e7_4019_ad0f_c2f9616][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c5681e5f_fe18_4eff]Sec. 6.  Staff assistance.  Resolved:  That the Legislative Council shall provide necessary staffing services to the study commission, except that Legislative Council staff support is not authorized when the Legislature is in regular or special session.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__939f50a7_0116][bookmark: _PAR__13_c9d03201_2c42_48c7_851f_948c752][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b13dd535_ae28_40a3][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__d6ed773e_131e_41b2_bdf2][bookmark: _REV__aea7a5e2_cb68_41d6_b760_20c8e590e4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f6fa6696_1e53_4c79_bb]Sec. 7.  Report.  Resolved:  That, no later than December 6, 2023, the study commission shall submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Veterans and Legal Affairs.
LR1688, item 3 - 131st Maine Legislature, page 2
