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An Act To Ensure Compliance with the Interstate Fishery Management Plan for American Lobster
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__2d49e196_f99f_4d98_a57][bookmark: _PAR__1_4a46e6b1_dc06_4d51_bbc7_c99e2e21][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__e60c11ed_18fe_4056_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e0b47798_53bb_4335_8362][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__ef338354_5cd0_406e_9bee_b8a][bookmark: _PAR__3_2b986deb_197b_4c52_abf0_4e784660][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__fbf4e71e_cab9_4fff_a1][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__179e8115_88d3_43ca_bd2]1.  Minimum and maximum length.  A Except as provided in subsections 1-A and 1‑B, a person may not buy, sell, give away, transport, ship or possess any lobster that is less than the minimum size established in this subsection 3 1/4 inches or more than 5 inches in length, as determined by the lobster measure certified in accordance with subsection 3.  Except as provided in subsection 1‑A, the minimum lobster size is 3 8/32 inches.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8087b16e_73c0_4600_9bbb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__291082ea_7018_402e_9c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e3824225_676f_40c9_9e][bookmark: _REV__4775cfa9_def0_4ae9_99d8_559eef3ad7][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d036b960_5043_46d5_8360_94d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0b4d69d4_f4d3_4540_87][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__33614fcc_82d2_4bb9_9c1]1-B.  Compliance with interstate fishery management plan.  The commissioner may adopt rules to set minimum and maximum lobster sizes different from those specified in subsection 1 when necessary to comply with changes to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission Interstate Fishery Management Plan for American Lobster. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. The commissioner shall notify the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over marine resources matters when initiating rulemaking pursuant to this subsection.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cfc3ad8f_aaeb_48b3_a541][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1a32d97c_df34_4557_920c_2a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2d137622_fdde_4f00_98][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__66fcb001_9985_45da_966][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__c97eef3b_6014_493a_aba][bookmark: _REV__5461a3fa_d802_432d_9cf0_d73520a89f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__23941eda_ab1e_40de_9e][bookmark: _REV__e07563a8_dc13_4a5f_9095_e8ac9d822d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6e38e8c9_28df_4029_84][bookmark: _REV__6e25547b_68c0_4fe7_8086_9f4b592cc6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3aa90808_ed13_4aab_a8][bookmark: _REV__ebd3c5cc_1632_44b4_80a9_9461ef1ee6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6eccf907_ef21_4dc4_95][bookmark: _REV__849950f2_32fc_422c_b54b_5075dd365b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a0b2b6fe_4802_4f46_8a]1-A.  Adjustment.  Notwithstanding subsection 1, the commissioner shall specify by rule the dimensions of vents in lobster traps, which shall must be appropriate for the minimum legal lobster size in effect pursuant to section 6431. The commissioner may adopt rules to set different dimensions of vents in lobster traps when necessary to comply with changes to the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission Interstate Fishery Management Plan for American Lobster. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A. The commissioner shall notify the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over marine resources matters when initiating rulemaking pursuant to this subsection.
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