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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
S.P. 594 - L.D. 1453
Resolve, to Establish the Housing Production Innovation Working Group
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__202a2dfe_5de3_4153_][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__db526962_2d6a_497a_a0e8_b8][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__bc553105_8d68_43ad_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
Whereas, this resolve establishes a working group to study and advise on the potential for innovative housing construction technologies to reduce housing production costs and accelerate housing production in the State; and
Whereas, the study must be initiated before the 90-day period expires so that the study may be completed and a report submitted in time for consideration during the next legislative session; and
Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__5bceb7e8_7f76][bookmark: _PAR__1_0a4ca191_4db4_467b_a398_229d12d5][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__122f0d2d_1cf5_4bb4_84][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__c94024a0_bf9c_476b][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__0223d1ed_b095_4c77_a7f1][bookmark: _REV__150a0fa0_99ae_4596_8a94_87b88cc714][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f699938b_ebf4_4d98_90][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__284b4743_0a14_49a2_af][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__579a3002_068b_4116_bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__45931b34_0ce5_4d40_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__84bf09f9_e883_4d68_a6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__db845fcc_0a56_4f9b_91]Sec. 1.  Working group established.  Resolved:  That the Housing Production Innovation Working Group, referred to in this resolve as "the working group," is established.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__b1492831_1db3][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__74d46a48_dd2c_4d21_86ed_dd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d452be0d_49cf_43aa]Sec. 2.  Working group membership.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the working group consists of 11 members appointed as follows:
1. Two members of the Senate, including one member from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature and who serve on the Joint Standing Committee on Housing and Economic Development, appointed by the President of the Senate;
2. Two members of the House of Representatives, including one member from each of the 2 parties holding the largest number of seats in the Legislature and who serve on the Joint Standing Committee on Housing and Economic Development, appointed by the Speaker of the House;
3. The Commissioner of Professional and Financial Regulation or the commissioner's designee;
4. The Commissioner of Economic and Community Development or the commissioner's designee;
5. The Director of the Office of Policy Innovation and the Future or the director's designee;
6.  The Director of the Maine Office of Community Affairs or the director's designee; and
7. Three members from the residential construction and building materials manufacturing industries, one appointed by the President of the Senate, one appointed by the Speaker of the House and one appointed by the Governor.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__45c39a05_30ac][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__409f8c8c_13b2_429c_9846_6d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fc6bd589_9ec8_439b]Sec. 3.  Chairs.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, at the first meeting of the working group, the members shall elect, by majority vote of those present, 2 members appointed under section 2, subsections 3 to 7 as chairs of the working group.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__8addb684_1d41][bookmark: _PAR__20_d881419f_024a_48fd_93e1_ac636db][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__83957a9b_b1f6_4637][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__b09796c3_248d_4f07_9020][bookmark: _REV__fc5432d5_88f8_4090_b54f_719a7b5c22][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d56c7ef0_4bb7_4c64_997f_92][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__24742717_93c6_4bd9_ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6b7fef3f_671d_4c63_b5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4e3b4323_01ac_4b40_87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c65bd869_f2ab_4eea_b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dbeff950_b217_4c40_88][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__57c09ee8_55be_4fd4_b4][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__19015921_5ea2_45d1_a44d][bookmark: _REV__8b48e76a_c1d5_4ac2_bf56_7493b0b714][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__43bb8007_b822_4a75_b4c9_fc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d4aef0a7_c90e_4ac9_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__853f4637_3c25_44a7_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__171d7aea_fd53_4b57_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7690f059_c7b8_4da2_ad][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e4081576_15e8_489c_a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__47f980ca_e213_442d_a5][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__19ede085_d748_4a26_b7e2][bookmark: _REV__08a261ca_073f_4968_809a_8cc9c15ddf][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f419ea3f_1189_4c2d_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aa11e991_2e5d_4ed1_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ab94d54b_71ba_4d09_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c92def59_a8d1_47d6_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__03f80cab_d3b9_4531_bc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fabf1390_3383_4ab1_9b][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__797d6d1f_aece_4a24_9009][bookmark: _REV__ce714dfb_85d0_4723_9582_da69026a49][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dafed874_7b0f_4d03_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d545f4a9_1042_4a64_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f9a86862_3ef1_4553_89][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f1692be0_139c_4787_a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__99cd1960_e141_4bb8_aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b6b1823d_2661_4b84_93]Sec. 4.  Appointments; convening of working group.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, all appointments must be made no later than 30 days following the effective date of this resolve.  The appointing authorities shall notify the Executive Director of the Legislative Council and the Commissioner of Economic and Community Development once all appointments have been completed.  After appointment of all members, the Commissioner of Economic and Community Development shall call and convene the first meeting of the working group.  If 30 days or more after the effective date of this resolve a majority of but not all appointments have been made, the Commissioner of Economic and Community Development may request authority and the Legislative Council may grant authority for the working group to meet and conduct its business.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__e521c64b_0394][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d7611419_f3bc_4c75_a66e_97][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4bb41748_afee_4870]Sec. 5.  Duties.  Resolved:  That the working group shall study the potential for innovative housing construction technologies to reduce housing production costs and accelerate housing production in the State.  Innovative housing construction technologies may include modular housing, componentized housing, 3-dimensional printing or other approaches to residential construction. The working group shall consider regulatory and financial solutions to barriers to achieving this potential, including, at a minimum, the following:
1. Demand-side barriers that inhibit adoption of factory-made housing technologies, including:
A.  A lack of familiarity and expertise among homebuilding professionals, developers and homeowners; and
B.  Insufficient order volumes and consistency to achieve significant economies of scale for new or expanded off-site production approaches; and
2.  Production-side barriers that inhibit the availability and cost competitiveness of factory-made housing technologies, including:
A.  Varying building codes, inspection standards and approval processes;
B.  Inconsistent licensing requirements for factory-made housing technologies; 
C.  A lack of workers in relevant fields trained in factory-made housing production and construction; and
D.  Challenges with transporting and exporting prefabricated housing products made in the State.
In researching these topics and establishing recommendations, the working group shall consult with individuals active in the housing industry, including those representing manufacturers, builders, developers, trades, training providers, regulators and finance organizations and those engaging in research at institutions of higher education in the State.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__1219f83f_b2eb][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8e207a48_f3fc_4564_8474_9f][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f34cef1f_9cdf_46a0]Sec. 6.  Staff assistance.  Resolved:  That, notwithstanding Joint Rule 353, the Department of Economic and Community Development shall provide necessary staffing services to the working group.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__278e408b_fd76][bookmark: _PAR__10_a094f745_1872_4d43_8c28_47ad747][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__517f6c3c_4ab8_46b6]Sec. 7.  Report.  Resolved:  That, no later than December 3, 2025, the working group shall submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, for presentation to the Joint Standing Committee on Housing and Economic Development.  The Joint Standing Committee on Housing and Economic Development is authorized to report out legislation related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__45396220_ca85_49cd_81][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__2c478fe4_521a_442d_8d98_47]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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