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Resolve, to Convene a Working Group to Evaluate Potential Regulation of the Vehicle Towing Industry and the Impact on State Agencies and Industries
[bookmark: _PAR__1_e4809870_c2f7_4add_b393_a0c5a9ff][bookmark: _RESOLVE_PREAMBLE__5a86785b_6806_4d24_87][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__b3f2bb49_bf6c_4996_]Preamble.  Whereas, motor vehicles are an essential part of everyday life for many people residing in Maine; and
[bookmark: _PAR__2_1ee8ad05_831b_4f81_97f5_c36901ba]Whereas, deceptive, irresponsible and predatory towing practices impose financial burdens and logistical hardships on those who rely on their vehicles for everyday use; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_3f700cd9_7a8a_4efd_bddd_5fad23c4]Whereas, the towing industry affects many different industries and state agencies because of the differing ways the industry conducts its business; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__2a5ac563_84a3][bookmark: _PAR__4_1d373c4d_8a94_4547_94d0_e46f77b3][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__d4910a6a_7e2f_4f83_a9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__3bf98f81_810f_407c]Sec. 1.  Working group. Resolved:  That the Department of the Secretary of State shall convene a working group, referred to in this resolve as "the working group," to evaluate potential solutions regarding regulation and enforcement of regulation of the towing industry.
[bookmark: _PAR__5_8ab760cf_ad2e_487d_b292_f536d96e][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__80f90183_7ba2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f1176b62_f968_427f]Sec. 2.  Working group membership. Resolved:  That the working group membership is as follows:
[bookmark: _REV__53719cac_8025_45b4_9942_7e4a9f2969][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a892361e_4c23_49cd_8c74_4d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bd191f39_96c5_40fa_85]1. One member representing the light vehicle towing industry, appointed by the Secretary of State;
[bookmark: _REV__f9944b7f_606e_4a5e_8be9_0b784c9432]2. One member representing the heavy vehicle towing and recovery industry, appointed by the Secretary of State;
[bookmark: _REV__7dabf56b_c61e_41ba_bafb_7343107443]3. One member representing the trucking industry, appointed by the Secretary of State;
[bookmark: _PAR__9_4d0e0201_4b1b_4b60_85da_5b113910]4. One member representing credit unions, appointed by the Secretary of State;
[bookmark: _PAR__10_4df4382f_d962_4f43_9294_c320e30]5. One member representing large financial institutions, appointed by the Secretary of State;
[bookmark: _PAR__11_b36a8d24_b238_462b_a542_8238378]6. One member representing the insurance industry, appointed by the Secretary of State;
[bookmark: _PAR__12_133552d5_7a6a_40a1_87d7_269fd5e]7. One member representing the legal interests of people earning low income in the State, appointed by the Secretary of State;
[bookmark: _PAR__13_e803b34d_b655_4ac9_b0ed_104eca9]8. One member representing a State Police traffic division, appointed by the Chief of the State Police;
[bookmark: _PAR__14_e0081436_6ab5_4fa6_ba7e_3f6f1e3]9. One member representing the consumer protection division of the Office of the Attorney General, appointed by the Attorney General;
[bookmark: _PAR__15_376d470e_3bbf_4d0e_aad3_a2d209f]10. The deputy secretary of state having oversight over the Department of the Secretary of State, Bureau of Motor Vehicles or the deputy secretary's designee; and
[bookmark: _PAR__16_7107f4eb_41ce_4b1c_a997_b3329b5]11. The Secretary of State or the secretary's designee.
[bookmark: _PAR__19_ba8beda9_d6ba_49ec_8a2d_993d39a][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__9f57295f_3455][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__6bacde64_2e0f_4919]Sec. 3.  Duties. Resolved:  That the working group shall:
[bookmark: _PAR__20_02bffc84_b105_467d_b39d_05e5966]1. Identify and examine potential methods for regulating the towing industry to protect drivers from deceptive, predatory or irresponsible practices;
[bookmark: _PAR__1_a74488f8_5d6e_4077_a758_6e074837]2. Identify and examine how identified regulations under subsection 1 could be most efficiently and comprehensively enforced;
[bookmark: _PAR__2_2f126900_4ecb_4119_8ff2_90686e60]3. Consider how any identified regulations under subsection 1 would impact the agencies, industries and citizen groups represented on the working group and any potential further impacts to agencies, industries and citizen groups not represented;
[bookmark: _REV__d3ad94c9_51c7_42ba_bacb_ddbb566597][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b78d0dec_4c1a_4247_9773_05][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__612ed511_cfbf_4ff7_85]4. Examine the issue regarding disposition of the vehicle when the owner is involuntarily hospitalized, paying particular attention to the length of holding before a vehicle is considered "abandoned" as defined under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 29A, section 1852 and the total storage charges;
[bookmark: _REV__c4343fed_eb89_4429_b457_d27ac99300]5. Examine the laws governing notification to vehicle owners and lienholders, if any, when a vehicle is towed or left without permission on a residential or business property, including, but not limited to, the time required for notification and storage fees; and
[bookmark: _PAR__3_fa47bb1f_3ebd_485b_bfb0_dbdfa048]6. Make recommendations based on the findings of the working group.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__08d3cb82_6fea][bookmark: _PAR__4_92889402_74ab_4974_9465_89b065b2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5148765c_58ef_4509]Sec. 4.  Staff assistance. Resolved:  That the Department of the Secretary of State shall provide necessary staffing services to the working group.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__81e9c2b9_5069][bookmark: _PAR__5_28ccf6ff_7a28_4c00_884f_aada8bcb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0b7e8d65_6c5c_4608][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__fcebeeaf_4de7_469a_bd97][bookmark: _REV__7789b098_a2bc_49a0_9439_0f95611c07][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__75c61897_ba38_446a_a0]Sec. 5.  Report. Resolved:  That, no later than February 3, 2026, the working group shall submit a report that includes its findings and recommendations, including any necessary implementing legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Transportation. The joint standing committee may submit legislation related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
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