132nd Maine Legislature
An Act Establishing Alternative Pathways to Social Worker Licensing
L.D. 1298
An Act Establishing Alternative Pathways to Social Worker Licensing
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[bookmark: _PAR__3_700f284e_4bda_4305_b712_7d82e5c9]Date:	(Filing No. S-         )
[bookmark: _PAR__4_d705b886_e6f3_4b12_a160_7c96f8f8]HEALTH COVERAGE, INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES 
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[bookmark: _PAR__10_b4d3662d_3331_4e68_ba21_24a2482]COMMITTEE AMENDMENT “      ” to S.P. 528, L.D. 1298, “An Act Establishing Alternative Pathways to Social Worker Licensing”
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__eef9ed83_0f0a_4b86_9902_ae][bookmark: _PAR__11_2304a5e0_0330_4e22_95fa_d59c32b]Amend the bill by striking out all of section 6 and inserting the following:
[bookmark: _PAR__12_a6c60652_559e_4137_a4dc_18cdc89]'Sec. 6.  32 MRSA §7054-D is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__13_e27ff790_7af6_4750_80d6_25cfe76]§7054-D.  Alternative pathways to licensure
[bookmark: _PAR__14_cafa6654_b0ea_494a_9473_0d10dbd]Beginning September 1, 2026, a person who has attempted and failed to complete the examination prescribed by the board may qualify for licensure through one of the following alternative pathways.
[bookmark: _PAR__15_9641221d_2cda_4f85_9dac_1942ce0]1. Licensed social worker. An applicant for licensure as a licensed social worker must:
[bookmark: _PAR__16_6cd7c9f7_5002_470c_8e49_f3be100]A. Provide an expanded agreement to provide consultation form as prescribed by the board documenting the intent to receive 144 hours of consultation concurrent with 4,800 hours of social work employment occurring within a period of not less than 3 years; and
[bookmark: _PAR__17_5b1d559e_698c_42fb_a28d_f4b75d9]B. Provide an attestation form as prescribed by the board attesting that the applicant has demonstrated competence in the 9 competencies established by the Council on Social Work Education, or successor organization, through successful completion of a bachelor's of social work internship.
[bookmark: _PAR__18_5625dba0_29cd_4877_9bd0_2e0903c]2. Licensed master social worker. An applicant for licensure as a licensed master social worker must:
[bookmark: _PAR__19_be4d5c6b_9a3c_4fe9_ab1d_3ee6075]A. Provide an expanded agreement to provide consultation form as prescribed by the board documenting the intent to receive 144 hours of consultation concurrent with 4,800 hours of social work employment occurring within a period of not less than 3 years; and
[bookmark: _PAR__20_e8ac6702_ebac_4c8e_a798_9ff19f2][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__a4b79cee_7917_40fb_9ea8_033][bookmark: _PAGE__2_aa374167_4543_42d8_8ab8_e4dd119][bookmark: _PAR__2_0adc1468_6fe1_4254_bbd5_a257fac8]B. Provide an attestation form as prescribed by the board attesting that the applicant has demonstrated competence in the 9 competencies established by the Council on Social Work Education, or successor organization, through successful completion of a master's of social work graduate-level internship.
[bookmark: _PAR__3_3f9a9046_b81c_4e16_b48a_a6e62570]3. Licensed master social worker, conditional clinical. An applicant for licensure as a licensed master social worker, conditional clinical must:
[bookmark: _PAR__4_d994f93f_237f_48c9_9f69_758df2e0]A. Provide an expanded agreement to provide consultation form as prescribed by the board documenting the intent to receive 144 hours of consultation concurrent with 4,800 hours of social work employment occurring within a period of not less than 3 years; and
[bookmark: _PAR__5_c27b1f72_00e8_41ed_ba53_2c32c505]B. Provide an attestation form as prescribed by the board attesting that the applicant has demonstrated competence in the 9 competencies established by the Council on Social Work Education, or successor organization, through successful completion of a master's of social work graduate-level internship.
[bookmark: _PAR__6_ffd16106_dddf_4dc8_9f87_333fefb4]4. Licensed clinical social worker. An applicant for licensure as a licensed clinical social worker must provide evidence, using a form approved by the board, of successful completion of clinical social work experience while licensed as a licensed master social worker, conditional clinical through 48 hours of consultation concurrent with 1,600 hours of social work employment occurring within a period of not less than one year that also serves as an attestation that the applicant has demonstrated competence in the 9 competencies established by the Council on Social Work Education, or successor organization.
[bookmark: _PAR__7_a0eb85cc_7ce2_42db_825d_555e1be9]This section is repealed March 1, 2031.'
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__ae495f9d_f1b0_4291_a076_e7][bookmark: _PAR__8_35313680_11a2_403b_8d8c_cff82e42]Amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read consecutively.
[bookmark: _SUMMARY__da2cda96_0ab7_48df_ba95_d31905][bookmark: _PAR__9_4569ce76_1536_46c9_8f5e_feb134fe]SUMMARY
[bookmark: _PAR__10_997b3861_919a_4e7b_af2a_20db749]The bill establishes a method for a person who has attempted and failed to complete a State Board of Social Worker Licensure examination for licensure as a licensed social worker; licensed master social worker; licensed master social worker, conditional clinical; or licensed clinical social worker to qualify for licensure through an alternative pathway. This amendment, which is the minority report of the committee, makes the following changes to the bill.
[bookmark: _PAR__11_eca7c6f0_d62f_4d7e_9f29_604b749]1. It removes the requirement that an applicant for any category of social work licensure must complete a jurisprudence exam.
[bookmark: _PAR__12_d28c5f54_1611_4873_87f0_8485fe5]2. It adds a requirement that any applicant provide the board with an agreement to provide consultation form and an attestation form related to the 9 Council on Social Work Education competencies for all licenses.
[bookmark: _PAR__13_60a39cb0_29bf_479e_bf54_016c400]3. It clarifies that the requirements for the alternative pathway for the licensed master social worker level of licensure match the requirements of the licensed master social worker, conditional clinical level of licensure alternative pathway.
[bookmark: _PAR__14_35f3d32f_1e13_4405_b933_b7f212e][bookmark: _PAGE_SPLIT__5c185a89_7f33_4a7c_bb83_08a][bookmark: _PAGE__3_e4ed9b80_9e7c_4e6a_b900_2f2b6d7][bookmark: _PAR__2_a2749a46_22ae_4cf5_94e6_bc62e222]4. For applicants seeking licensure as a licensed clinical social worker through the alternative pathway, the amendment requires that the applicant provide evidence of successful completion of clinical social work experience while licensed as a licensed master social worker, conditional clinical through 48 hours of consultation concurrent with 1,600 hours of social work employment occurring within a period of not less than one year. 
[bookmark: _PAR__3_51e09b4f_218d_4c67_8b7e_c5697bee]5. It requires that the alternative pathway program is available beginning September 2026 and adds a repeal date in 5 years.
[bookmark: _FISCAL_NOTE_REQUIRED__57de035b_eb36_44a][bookmark: _PAR__4_7c61e84f_363b_4a62_afb7_3a9d143d]FISCAL NOTE REQUIRED
[bookmark: _PAR__5_11862fc5_d840_462b_a583_08b527e9](See attached)
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