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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
S.P. 487 - L.D. 1198
Resolve, Directing the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to Assess Its Current Meat and Poultry Inspection Programs
[bookmark: _EMERGENCY_PREAMBLE__2b817c50_44dc_4997_][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4af217fe_7503_4bc6_bd21_f7][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__cff73403_79b9_4ff2_]Emergency preamble.  Whereas, acts and resolves of the Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and
Whereas, Maine's meat and poultry inspection programs exist to protect the health and welfare of consumers by ensuring that livestock and poultry used in the production of meat and poultry products, respectively, are humanely handled and disease-free and the resulting products are wholesome, not adulterated and correctly labeled and packaged; and
Whereas, this legislation must take effect before the expiration of the 90-day period to allow the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to begin its review of Maine's meat and poultry inspection programs as soon as possible; and
Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__ef98d12f_08da][bookmark: _PAR__1_4b2e4c52_bc9b_4c98_992f_a465e7fa][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__65da5f1f_cadb_4ff4_a3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b1fafc7d_3779_48b2][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__092330e4_339a_4345_a9d4][bookmark: _REV__e4d846c7_6240_470b_b524_3a57a97f22][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__109338f5_4c4c_40dd_bb8a_c3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4bd26ba1_b8c4_49db_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7644b8bf_aeb9_4d51_9c][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__55f68177_e5db_4840_8152][bookmark: _REV__ba815093_1a8d_4fd4_9df0_d11011b9e6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6970458a_cba4_4408_ab][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c6f28d0d_7dd7_4170_a2][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d51f8936_721e_4753_9342_0d][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__66ff1d52_44ec_4cbf_b7c5][bookmark: _REV__e2a35bf1_0e09_4ec6_bde3_1a18a32be0][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__303cd619_a5ee_4b13_861f_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__dcaf23a3_2ff5_4fc4_8e]Sec. 1.  Meat and poultry inspection study. Resolved: That, within existing budgeted resources, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall conduct a review of programs and processes related to meat and poultry inspections, including processes related to exemptions from inspections, to determine areas for possible improvements, efficiencies and enhanced flexibility to benefit agricultural producers, processors and retail and public customers.  In conducting the review under this section, the department shall consult with livestock and poultry producers and processors, the United States Department of Agriculture, the University of Maine Cooperative Extension and other stakeholders that the department determines necessary to assess existing programs' statutory authorities, rules, regulations, policies and practices, including those involving investigations, enforcement and staff training.  As part of the review under this section, the department shall conduct a survey of meat and poultry producers and processors to obtain feedback on rules, regulations, policies and practices affecting the regulated community.  The department shall also review the existing exemptions that relate to poultry processors that process certain numbers of poultry per year and the department's existing cooperative agreement with the United States Department of Agriculture, Food Safety and Inspection Service and that agreement's related requirements. The department shall develop strategies to ensure uniform interpretation of the United States Department of Agriculture's regulations and exemptions.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__16f3208c_1cec][bookmark: _PAR__2_6afbfd2b_3256_4ee3_8395_fb6420d4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__bbc16277_9255_4f3e][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__e2fab9bd_2bf8_4e87_a03f][bookmark: _REV__e94d1be9_c7a3_48d4_a81a_d518be9642][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e2308d92_d0d4_48f1_83][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d5e62ba7_220e_4102_bf53_e3][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__2d41c9f6_e9ef_4acd_b749][bookmark: _REV__3b826365_d53a_4e8a_a87e_e02371ba7f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b01a62b9_87b4_4418_a3]Sec. 2.  Report. Resolved: That, by January 15, 2026, the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry shall submit a report based on its review in section 1 describing strategies, findings and recommendations, including suggested legislation, to the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry.  The Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry may submit legislation related to the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
[bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e98467da_50d4_4f53_937a_c3][bookmark: _EMERGENCY_CLAUSE__3dc17ccf_3411_42a8_b9]Emergency clause.  In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this legislation takes effect when approved.
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