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An Act to Strengthen Consumer Protections by Prohibiting the Report of Medical Debt on Consumer Reports
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__326d959f_4e14_4812_b15][bookmark: _PAR__1_9199fa9a_922c_49ea_8b04_a4d966a4][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__f7ab4df0_4d12_4dee_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a77c71cd_ee55_43db][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__88dbf6d8_e867_4df2_9c61_b][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__d8257d25_f2fb_4b1d_ab77_8d][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__2005b87b_63bd_47b8_bb][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__286f69be_5524_492e]Sec. 1.  10 MRSA §1308, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7632cc79_319f_48bc_a4da][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__af33c03f_b556_4d9b_87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__bc34dd41_5c7e_446f_b5][bookmark: _REV__9e9d7287_86c5_439c_bdc7_a929cf3b1f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__dff53397_50f5_4536_8663_054][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__c3082c72_2a06_4f63_aa][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e7fd2add_3043_4bc3_b4f]3-A.  Debt buyer.  "Debt buyer" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 11002, subsection 5-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__a24ef23e_1bee_44ad][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__2e147316_a079_4849_8de2_f][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8e1d798c_478e_4224_8dbc_a4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__2b66be5b_61a8_400e]Sec. 2.  10 MRSA §1308, sub-§3-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__54140494_fb12_4480_a3f4][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__09a0b459_f94b_4e98_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f79940f1_2fde_415d_b1][bookmark: _REV__119a1f8e_f71f_4657_b394_3587258b31][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f6b2a375_e893_41fc_9ddd_021][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__71a05762_dfa9_416b_a2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d6b17a32_e309_4c44_878]3-B.  Debt collector.  "Debt collector" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 11002, subsection 6.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__8300c5e7_9d32_4b89][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__067a60c2_ccc9_4d31_b695_f][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__a555bcd9_8824_4f4b_ba73_da][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__7fe45e8a_3183_4641]Sec. 3.  10 MRSA §1308, sub-§4-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__f517f083_b741_49cb_808c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9a3bced1_89fe_4773_8d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d2c73c7e_e810_46ef_81][bookmark: _REV__fb41727a_ad40_4e0a_b2a6_8d793ea418][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c9bdf907_527e_40ac_8dcb_2d9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e3d51fc1_df0d_4ea6_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1053ca4d_8003_4461_a82]4-A.  Medical creditor.  "Medical creditor" means an entity that provides health care services and to whom a consumer incurs medical debt or an entity that provided health care services to a consumer and to whom the consumer previously owed medical debt if the medical debt has been purchased by one or more debt buyers.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__d3e342c4_67ef_4710][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a585f525_7f31_4197_98c7_7][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__346bd46f_8437_44cb_bca2_71][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ce81e91d_10f9_4a45]Sec. 4.  10 MRSA §1308, sub-§4-B is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__34d62b73_7599_4c6d_94ce][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__d3b9a6ae_f74e_48aa_96][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f15100ed_897f_48e6_b4][bookmark: _REV__aaf050b2_849f_4bea_9c27_f2e2df7e4f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__db58082a_48ea_4392_9204_377][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__eb76394f_bc69_4698_86][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__28036379_af84_40b1_9eb]4-B.  Medical debt.  "Medical debt" has the same meaning as in Title 32, section 11002, subsection 7-A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0b7d7537_0c4d_456b_bbd9_6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__848f345c_07ce_434a][bookmark: _PAR__2_2b8b67cd_9965_40d7_8fe8_2bd2d529][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4f2c3dcd_936a_475d]Sec. 5.  10 MRSA §1310-H, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 77, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__61192b28_e071_4c8f_9c81][bookmark: _PAR__3_2c24464e_2439_4764_87d6_3f3124ea][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__a89ecc81_84a6_4740_86e5_701][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__739c58d6_1460_4b31_8f][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__c2c17261_44dc_4f3b_9c09][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__85e55cfb_ec7f_4043_801b][bookmark: _REV__6d3d38b7_e760_4b25_ad83_0c5134e66d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__0c32d4f6_4657_4801_84][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9ad91b99_cde8_4bd6_8a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1c997258_1f7d_4122_837][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__aff4cd56_6e13_4bd1_8798][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__04f857c7_3147_4f4a_8a39][bookmark: _REV__4f8b3742_2179_4542_8eba_062cc0ed60][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__208f02ff_2336_44f8_a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__88ae3987_9943_4647_b3]4.  Reporting of medical expenses debt on a consumer report.  Notwithstanding any provision of federal law, a consumer reporting agency shall comply with the following provisions with respect to the reporting of medical expenses debt on a consumer report.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b51b90da_117d_4ac0_9f96][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__22ffd315_f2d7_48f0_b56f_6675][bookmark: _PAR__4_b89aea11_c11f_4f22_8a56_be68e8f7][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__aa49a78e_51b8_4ddb_81c][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__c8af7875_69ca_4018_ad49][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__10c15976_1347_4a2e_8023][bookmark: _REV__12c5696e_ea18_4cdc_9f69_4e9a4cc4ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cb80331f_7f43_47df_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__fee8f790_762c_4a72_a5][bookmark: _ENGROSSING_REV__3edf07fa_a2d0_4377_83e8][bookmark: _REV__227549bf_2936_4156_8561_a338326afc][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c73d46ca_b356_4f2e_99][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b4d6de1f_f2f8_4ae5_be][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__b1e37a87_38db_4784_84a0_67]A.  A consumer reporting agency may not report debt from medical expenses medical debt on a consumer's consumer report when the date of the first delinquency on the debt is less than 180 days prior to the date that the debt is reported and a medical creditor, debt collector or debt buyer may not report a consumer's medical debt to a consumer reporting agency.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a2b9d481_d265_4aab_af88][bookmark: _PAR__5_cf5369c4_5a6e_44b2_931a_6163b830][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__6cf1aa02_d3d7_45f0_9140_aa11][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d8ad77d1_bdf3_4d12_b77]B.  Upon the receipt of reasonable evidence from the consumer, creditor or debt collector that a debt from medical expenses has been settled in full or paid in full, a consumer reporting agency:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__d994e786_66a2_4a3d_9d9d_29d][bookmark: _PAR__6_f8bf5241_3783_41df_9245_a1ca1007][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b15bc91d_ba51_4318_910c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3a6751ff_64b9_48ba_bf3](1)  May not report that debt from medical expenses; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__879a1748_42bd_45b3_91e2_04a][bookmark: _PAR__7_42e54497_32f4_466f_93b9_a3e2aa24][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__42c95025_e42d_4cdc_a5b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3d6bbaa1_4859_41ab_b60](2)  Shall remove or suppress the report of that debt from medical expenses on the consumer's consumer report.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b099daeb_f5af_4b8a_8e9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__af6e36d5_0db8_433a_979a_7f63][bookmark: _PAR__8_8f415e6d_5697_4528_ae69_5de307d8][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__40d3e3ae_3c38_4237_bf9]C.  As long as the consumer is making regular, scheduled periodic payments toward the debt from medical expenses reported to the consumer reporting agency as agreed upon by the consumer and medical provider, the consumer reporting agency shall report that debt from medical expenses on the consumer's consumer report in the same manner as debt related to a consumer credit transaction is reported.
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