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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-THREE
_____
S.P. 226 - L.D. 509
An Act to Amend the Net Energy Billing Laws to Direct Expiring Net Energy Billing Credits to Provide Low-income Assistance
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__264aaea0_7f58_49f2_808][bookmark: _PAR__1_7d6a38bd_fd2b_4299_b1ef_98446850][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__7bcb66e4_59c9_4819_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__4666c5a9_06f7_4dfc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__5adde4cd_355f_4938_833f_c][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4255d8da_7f35_46d7_81fe_2b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__4f65d584_b511_4252_92][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f3e58433_e6bf_4acb]Sec. 1.  35-A MRSA §3209-A, sub-§8, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 370, §1 and reallocated by RR 2021, c. 1, Pt. A, §37 and PL 2021, c. 659, §18 and c. 705, §13, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__9da30419_4e48_400e_b60f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6c4c973f_c432_4b20_bd74_b26][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__790160a9_c93b_408a_b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__24fb2883_abc8_4c71_b8d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e0982972_77ba_448f_8e][bookmark: _REV__8992629e_e4d9_4497_a42d_d04b9194c9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1712723e_1775_4771_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b3c7ffaf_c9aa_4404_bb][bookmark: _REV__f6179929_a6e0_48ec_8827_02889f5045][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__af6ec257_91e5_4579_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__90c57df4_d262_4a96_86][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__1f57f73a_433e_4b6f_a37][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ce76de94_5ecf_4a4f_a4][bookmark: _REV__15e4c0c6_173b_40bc_a7a1_9858b8a00c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f85c1442_aeeb_42dd_81][bookmark: _REV__611d48d4_1f83_44d6_bf74_e1fdc2aba5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2e7cf7a6_156e_46d1_a7][bookmark: _REV__c1908b2e_1478_44a4_9b56_6a8431349c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c1dfc21c_cd29_450e_a8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ecd55e34_b3e2_410a_af][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b4114376_348a_45d0_b9][bookmark: _REV__3e494546_fc93_479b_b688_3c6bd574aa][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b64af3b1_78f6_47bb_98][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f7cb2f30_6997_42a7_b9][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__943b23a6_1146_4beb_92][bookmark: _REV__d9065f87_c7c1_446f_89ef_e1d0593046][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4efd9302_b83f_402c_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__64c0d188_f709_4023_9a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__26c5dfd7_9c9e_4261_bb]8.  Unused kilowatt-hour credits; rules.  To the extent rules adopted under this section provide for the periodic expiration of unused kilowatt-hour credits accumulated by a customer participating in a net energy billing arrangement, the commission shall require by rule that, no earlier than April 1, 2022, each transmission and distribution utility with a net energy billing arrangement that has implemented or elected to implement an arrearage management program pursuant to section 3214, subsection 2‑A shall account for and, on or before January 1st of each year, apply remit the value of all unused kilowatt-hour credits that were accumulated and that expired during the prior calendar year to the commission for the benefit of participants in the utility's arrearage management program individuals receiving low‑income assistance in accordance with section 3214, subsection 2.  The rules adopted by the commission pursuant to this subsection must:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d8b37a72_09a6_4ae5_afc8][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4dac1e8f_68e0_483a_9af1_1a07][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__73659a92_66d9_4146_b46]A.  Establish the manner by which a transmission and distribution utility must account for unused kilowatt-hour credits that were accumulated by all customers of the utility with net energy billing arrangements during the prior calendar year and that expired during the prior calendar year; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__225e96b7_6b9f_4bc3_b8d7][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ea79a2e1_9da6_4595_bc07_14b3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ec8ea286_d234_4e35_bcd][bookmark: _REV__41fd5a56_5f47_4b64_991f_ec2a2e2a69][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__04cc11c0_bfb1_43b5_b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__eb0b9026_75e5_4c3e_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2dd7b093_bf6d_4df8_a9][bookmark: _REV__9cc420c6_1b8e_4e81_892e_be8092dbf2][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__904087a7_8819_422b_9f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5ce4700e_44bd_4233_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7aa27ecd_773f_4ec5_bd]B.  Establish the manner by which a transmission and distribution utility must apply such unused kilowatt-hour credits for the benefit of participants in the utility’s arrearage management program, which must be designed to result in each such participant receiving as close to an equal amount of those credits except when the credited amount would exceed the amount of a participant’s arrearage remit the value of the unused and expired kilowatt‑hour credits.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f3677834_d9d4_49bd_bc3][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2e856de8_9592_4d35_af99_391d][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__fdd1dc56_2619_40fa_a9b]Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the contrary, rules adopted by the commission pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__089405d8_e3d1_4785][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__dd5c007a_1f66_427a_ab18_8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__9fa35ccc_f18e_4129]Sec. 2.  35-A MRSA §3214, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1997, c. 316, §3, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d8ca6ce5_386a_4c21_8832][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7736109c_7fa9_413d_89ea_4a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f065d4cc_04c7_4385_99][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0e6a4bba_d920_4519_abd]2.  Low-income assistance.  In order to continue existing levels of financial assistance for low-income households and to meet future increases in need caused by economic exigencies, the commission shall:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ce885e99_42c4_4c5e_9980][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a058422c_9ae4_4433_8851_2b09][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6ae99ef7_31af_4601_893][bookmark: _REV__f09fe50c_e2eb_4863_9cf8_7a262f03d3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6d2e99fa_2b2d_4f65_b7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__4e3537bb_901f_400c_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__601a0b02_9033_4c12_bd]A.  Receive funds collected by all transmission and distribution utilities in the State at a rate set by the commission in periodic rate cases; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__97aadc9a_fb5e_4ba3_ab9e][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__72f6c188_3fcc_4a50_9251_18e2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0eec6aa2_b61f_4d68_b21][bookmark: _REV__073af1b9_d7ed_4e30_a9ed_3ad2a0eacb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__43912c2d_a0b2_4bb5_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aacc26d9_756d_4534_8e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6e1e79f7_f29f_472c_bb][bookmark: _REV__f868513b_d201_4950_8530_595cdf7ebb][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__71d7cd09_8d17_40ce_8d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__aafc40e9_32d7_4abb_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__97834868_cfe9_48a8_af]B.  Set initial funding for programs based on an assessment of aggregate customer need in periodic rate cases.  The funding formula may not result in assistance being counted as income or as a resource in other means-tested assistance programs for low-income households.  To the extent possible, assistance must be provided in a manner most likely to prevent the loss of other federal assistance.; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__29ebd54b_bdc2_48da_862c][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a0c0cb02_f6fe_4285_a81a_5a5e][bookmark: _REV__80ee98e4_b34e_4151_a22c_5fa47b2bc3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__b0eaee7d_9921_48b0_9c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__afeb77a7_0523_474c_80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__85ee1bed_79dc_42a8_92][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ca5d5f00_757d_456a_a86]C.  Receive funds remitted by transmission and distribution utilities with net energy billing arrangements for expired kilowatt‑hour credits in accordance with section 3209‑A, subsection 8.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__8caf181a_0ce8_4a68_9dfa][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__1d086561_e513_41e3]Sec. 3.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
PUC - Unused NEB Credits for Low-Income Assistance N452
Initiative: Provides allocation to establish a new program to use net energy billing credits for low-income assistance.
	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS
	2023-24
	2024-25

	All Other
	$500
	$500

	 
	__________
	__________

	OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS TOTAL
	$500
	$500
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