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An Act To Provide for the Well-being of Companion Animals upon the Dissolution of Marriages
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__587d30c7_58db_42b7_88c][bookmark: _PAR__1_425c7b5c_1608_4944_8b12_bacc066c][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__19c98e23_74c9_4968_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__53d74bb2_8d17_4acb][bookmark: _PAR__2_f82b6fab_a6e7_4bf8_86b7_94b266c4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__8efc3e14_4a35_487d_9843_f][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__b7935ea1_11dc_4520_bc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4ac12c4b_5d8d_4ff4]Sec. 1.  19-A MRSA §953, sub-§10 is enacted to read:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__c4550e35_2f55_4de8_8877][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0c4bf26e_4959_4126_a860_605d][bookmark: _PAR__8_9366a4f6_14bf_47ed_81f0_c42613d4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bc16c211_57ef_45aa_a78]E.  The emotional attachment of any child in the household to the companion animal and the benefit to the child of the companion animal's remaining in the primary residence of the child;
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__ddffc2d7_7063_4096_8f5b_b679][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__15d6380c_09ad_4b6a_aa3][bookmark: _PAR__11_cb11a6aa_7e62_40fb_80d9_a5f11f5]For the purposes of this subsection, "companion animal" means an animal kept primarily for companionship rather than as a working animal, service animal or farm animal kept for profit.
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