131st Maine Legislature
An Act Regarding False Public Alarms or Reports and Aggravated False Public Alarms or Reports
L.D. 405
An Act Regarding False Public Alarms or Reports and Aggravated False Public Alarms or Reports

STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-THREE
_____
S.P. 186 - L.D. 405
An Act Regarding False Public Alarms or Reports and Aggravated False Public Alarms or Reports
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__9cbf14d2_656f_4a5e_ba2][bookmark: _PAR__1_e126ce60_2407_4c08_bb69_a7249c5e][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__d676006c_be00_4eb8_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__4bdfb529_e374_4e8e_a169_8fad][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__eff10562_3a72_4a94_97f][bookmark: _REV__a59651c6_76d9_4d47_a50b_ea47aba70d][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2f9ef140_f5aa_4b0c_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9128f96e_f84c_4f23_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__eaa5d498_1286_4757_9f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f7e4fda5_5038_41c4_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__646a815a_1fb4_47d1_a5]A violation of this subsection is a Class D crime.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__8379b031_a958_4db5_a7e8_be13][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__0f0bd279_df3f_4d6e_a2b][bookmark: _REV__e9390f69_5661_42b2_a573_65331809bd]For the purposes of this subsection, "emergency communications center" means a state, county or municipal government entity that receives calls by 9-1-1, business lines, radio or other methods requesting public service or emergency response from public safety agencies and, as appropriate, dispatches requests to public safety agencies and assists in coordinating the response between agencies and other specialized professionals.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__a60ce8f8_68d6_43a0_a7ab][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__adc552fa_43c1_403c_a7f3_8e0][bookmark: _REV__e24b8cdf_12ee_4b84_9b7b_5245a314a1][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__a723f8fe_18c8_4131_a7][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__795f3d97_567f_44ab_8e][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e6cae338_2770_4060_95][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__8879850d_450e_4fe8_b0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__badcc765_64df_45f3_a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e9f9b394_4d41_4be7_938]2.   False public alarm is a Class D crime.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6a797104_3694_4916_965a][bookmark: _REV__25287f80_66ec_455a_99ee_c02abb59c0][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__1d5cd261_bef8_4f0b_b983_868][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2897cc5b_ff76_4aa6_8f][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__1cefbf7b_5412_43bc_b6][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__17cef819_ec2b_44fa_87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__c7c0f862_10eb_43be_8b][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f24709b4_e38e_4d3a_b6][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__319f11a3_6563_4532_98d]3.   A person is guilty of aggravated false public alarm or report if the person violates subsection 1 and the violation causes the evacuation, shutdown or lockdown of a building, school, public square or park, place of assembly or public transportation facility.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__f14bcf49_56bd_4145_9f17_7578][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__3b3f9280_7443_4fa9_8b6][bookmark: _REV__6ad8a3f4_dd71_4c11_8cbf_e8d8a6d039]A violation of this subsection is a Class C crime.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__da222bfd_0edf_4f06][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__f5963096_27ac_4809_9c59_3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__133876aa_f400_409a]Sec. 2.  17-A MRSA §1501, sub-§8, ¶C, as enacted by PL 2021, c. 170, §1, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8cd4fa8d_8f37_4e91_b3ed][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__543f0276_5614_458d_840e_bb45][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__e6ca5e0f_f00c_4fdf_9cd][bookmark: _REV__3fab0ff1_e534_4d78_af3a_8918cd9e60][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__6af683e3_f749_4596_83][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__608bc77d_c81f_48f4_87][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__25ecbfe8_2808_4688_a5][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__2ce12459_fd32_4db3_81][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__37c1b617_58cf_40b9_8e][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__080d4053_23e0_4733_aba][bookmark: _REV__d21f7656_b1d0_4973_b15c_9969570d9c][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__268f52d2_bc86_4eb6_ac][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__5a71516c_9b62_45c1_ae][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__97fd3d1a_fd66_4f30_be][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__753059d2_85e3_497e_94][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__58800c3d_6d88_4757_83]C.  The discriminatory motive of the person in making a false public alarm or report or an aggravated false public alarm in violation of section 509, subsection 1; and
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