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[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__e8258949_d68a][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__4834c2be_d335_4fdc_aba6_1f][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__b4021fc9_a59f_4534_85][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__0ba369fa_7800_461c_][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__deef7ac2_1097_4534]Sec. 1.  University of Maine System to study feasibility of distance learning courses at University of Maine School of Law.  Resolved:  That the University of Maine System shall study the feasibility of expanding the current juris doctor degree program at the University of Maine School of Law to offer distance learning courses and examine providing a new juris doctor degree program that provides 100% distance learning. The feasibility study must include the following:
1. The costs of operating the current juris doctor degree program with distance learning courses and the anticipated effect the offering of distance learning courses will have on student enrollment in the program;
2. The costs of operating a new juris doctor degree program that provides 100% distance learning courses and the anticipated enrollment of students in such a program; 
3. The process and costs of the University of Maine School of Law to apply to the American Bar Association for acquiescence, as necessary, to offer a juris doctor degree program with distance learning, whether by expanding the current juris doctor degree program to offer distance learning courses or by providing a new juris doctor degree program that provides 100% distance learning; and
4. The anticipated benefits and disadvantages of expanding and operating the current juris doctor degree program to offer distance learning courses and of providing a new juris doctor degree program providing 100% distance learning courses. 
The University of Maine System shall submit a report detailing its findings, including any suggested legislation, no later than November 4, 2026, to the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education matters. The joint standing committee may report out a bill related to the contents of the report to the 133rd Legislature in 2027.
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