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An Act Regarding Replacement Candidates Under the Maine Clean Election Act
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__96cb2827_ff31_4fb7_ad6][bookmark: _PAR__1_6cd70f34_521b_4857_bfd9_aade25f0][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__8903b3c0_a7e9_476e_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8ca117e0_747b_4b68_946f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__9c738462_a233_4ce6_a7ac_e46][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9ab2aae4_aaf9_48ee_af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__54853e54_dee1_4b19_be8][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__a20b952b_4027_45a9_95d][bookmark: _REV__446b7ba3_d496_44a5_a114_4a8c0e98b8][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__f5706fe3_f564_42c0_a0][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__ce1497cb_76c7_434f_8a][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__9b24becb_c3ea_4393_ba][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__3fec9cee_43bc_41d9_9a][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__ae77508e_c87b_4ce7_bfa][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__25fd7bf2_ee8d_40e2_873]1.  Declaration of intent.  A participating candidate shall file a declaration of intent to seek certification as a Maine Clean Election Act candidate and to comply with the requirements of this chapter.  The declaration of intent must be filed with the commission prior to or during the qualifying period, except as provided in subsection 11 or 11-A, according to forms and procedures developed by the commission.  Qualifying contributions collected more than 5 business days before the declaration of intent has been filed will not be counted toward the eligibility requirements in subsection 3 or 3‑A.
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__36823146_f3e3_480e_b0a5][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__68932494_d3b4_4179_bad9_21d][bookmark: _REV__e5bd00ab_9e55_4171_9e4f_e26454f2a3][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__7b62352f_6b96_4de3_82][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__cdbd8207_cb00_4a14_84][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__07b38d90_3716_4865_85][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e91aa283_8f23_4f94_b8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__da5d6578_e31e_4ed0_b2][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__745a56ac_37ad_4c83_bf6]11-A.  Vacancies, withdrawals or replacement candidates.  If a candidate dies, withdraws or is disqualified before an election, the qualifying period for any replacement candidate begins when the Secretary of State receives a notice of withdrawal or declares a vacancy, whichever occurs earlier.  The commission shall establish by rule the end of the qualifying period for a replacement candidate and procedures for certification, disbursement of fund revenues and return of unspent fund revenues for races involving vacancies, withdrawals or replacement candidates.  Qualifying contributions collected by a replacement candidate under this subsection may not be deposited into the fund until the replacement candidate has been nominated and, if the replacement candidate is not officially nominated, the commission shall return the qualifying contributions to the contributors, unless the contributor authorizes the deposit of the qualifying contribution into the fund. Rules of the commission adopted under this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.
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LR2192, item 3 - 131st Maine Legislature, page 2
