132nd Maine Legislature
An Act to Authorize the Public Utilities Commission to Approve Rate Adjustments for Low-income Water Utility Ratepayers
L.D. 241
An Act to Authorize the Public Utilities Commission to Approve Rate Adjustments for Low-income Water Utility Ratepayers

STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
S.P. 107 - L.D. 241
An Act to Authorize the Public Utilities Commission to Approve Rate Adjustments for Low-income Water Utility Ratepayers
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__6127c3f7_ae1a_4888_b50][bookmark: _PAR__1_5b0978aa_aa53_4ba3_9113_446fb044][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__9b0e25c9_d746_4372_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0a2f2492_59a6_4f18_a323_bddc][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__71a4ca32_16b0_41bd_879][bookmark: _REV__0e3782cf_e91c_4be4_963c_e488ede076]Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, a water utility or group of water utilities may petition the commission for approval of a low-income assistance program to allow a qualifying low-income residential ratepayer to receive a discount or credit applying to the amount the residential ratepayer would otherwise owe to the water utility.  The commission may approve the proposed discount or credit if it determines that the proposal is a cost-effective means of keeping water affordable for low-income residential ratepayers.  The commission may not require a water utility to initiate a low-income assistance program pursuant to this section.
[bookmark: _REV__c28ee1ae_26f2_4f5f_a49f_e251b55c02][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5cdfeb0d_63f1_4b9a_91a][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__c3d81fb3_853d_4b98_a94c_b4c7]For the purposes of this section, "residential ratepayer" means a customer who is considered residential under the terms and conditions of the water utility.
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