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An Act to Expand the Use of the Veterans' Homelessness Prevention Partnership Fund
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__553ade0b_005b_4e24_b34][bookmark: _PAR__1_98e2d4d2_3cd5_4b24_8cfb_3231bbe6][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__dd898cfd_be76_4249_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__42cf3916_f533_454c][bookmark: _PAR__2_da17d595_5127_43ba_86fe_7170af94][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__05bfaf37_ecfb_4554_a0c2_2][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__ed4d0b67_9301_4de9_b8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__730f2e86_9fa6_440b]Sec. 1.  37-B MRSA §513-A, as enacted by PL 2019, c. 504, §2, is amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__3_98cf5284_8c9a_41b8_a000_7a339aec][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__bb16eb38_a6ef_4f2e_b6bd_7cc5][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__7ef9c211_bdce_48a2_8578][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f86c8fd5_67a2_4026_ae]§513-A.  Veterans' homelessness prevention coordination
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fae54fdf_38a4_46ae_8d78][bookmark: _PAR__4_42e94a2e_23e8_4315_bd85_cd8af5e6][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__4577f38e_0d48_4630_89c1_7d5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b803a2bc_744c_472f_95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__9d8c66cb_1074_4a32_b44]1.  Veterans' homelessness prevention partnership.  The director shall may, through one or more collaborative agreements, establish a program of partnerships with human services‑based volunteer organizations to provide transitional housing to homeless veterans and coordinate efforts to remedy and prevent homelessness among veterans in this State.  The volunteer organizations must have as their core programs addressing homelessness and veterans' services and have been active in the State for at least 2 years.  Priority must be given to an organization founded, chartered or organized in the State.  The director may accept donations from outside sources and state and federal funding to accomplish the priorities of the partnerships.  To the extent state, federal or outside funding is available, the priorities of these partnerships, listed in order of priority, include, but are not limited to:
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[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__849277f4_0b5b_420c_bdd2][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__e81eb862_6bb0_4309_8856_97ce][bookmark: _PAR__8_178c5478_c812_415b_bf65_9b6b5008][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b9a6816f_af9d_4d76_b90]D.  Conducting annual outreach events, targeted to reach the maximum number of veterans in need, to disseminate information on resources and services available to assist homeless veterans.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__5a3cbe93_f106_4fe8_b089][bookmark: _PAR__9_27453862_27a2_49d6_a250_42fc24a8][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__89977bb5_f9a9_459d_a24a_b08][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__81c305df_399f_47d2_96][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__90abf4a9_2a3a_4382_83b]2.  Rules.  The bureau may adopt rules necessary to implement this section, including to define "veterans" for purposes of this section, to govern collaborative agreements with human services‑based volunteer organizations and to govern the reimbursement of organizations that provide transitional housing to homeless veterans through disbursements from the Veterans' Homelessness Prevention Partnership Fund.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__8fad7a1e_ac11_4336_959][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__483087cf_6841_4bc7_8686_5f3e][bookmark: _PAR__10_2d17fb46_3e42_4d6f_b419_39237c5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e592e6b7_f032_4c50_86a]Rules adopted under this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__abc23b27_9d8c_440e_b454][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__b8c25313_a3a9_497a_8845_ab5][bookmark: _PAR__11_783e672b_d1e9_4e4d_ada1_98a35fe][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__3dceff5b_6aa4_4e3b_89][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__2d73350f_8398_4f73_918]3.  Fund established.  The Veterans' Homelessness Prevention Partnership Fund, a nonlapsing fund, is established under the bureau for the purpose of receiving funds from state, federal and other sources, including donations from private citizens, corporations and entities for the purpose of this section.  The bureau shall use the fund to provide reimbursement to human services‑based volunteer organizations that provide transitional housing to homeless veterans disbursements to organizations, businesses, landlords or other entities to prevent homelessness among veterans in this State and to otherwise carry out the purposes of this section.
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