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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
S.P. 43 - L.D. 122
An Act to Update Certain Laws Regarding Extended Care and Adoption
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__225401d3_bac4_4395_a86][bookmark: _PAR__1_1d5e47d8_bd8c_4168_9931_ef81fc87][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__490591de_2aeb_4c14_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__1f385895_d29b_444f][bookmark: _PAR__2_9e3c25a3_ad60_4946_b083_550eb310][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c7c96733_7523_4ba0_a67b_6][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__913b4b46_3cb4_4562_b3][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4ff3be90_5694_41eb]Sec. 1.  18-C MRSA §9-304, sub-§2, ¶A, as enacted by PL 2017, c. 402, Pt. A, §2 and affected by PL 2019, c. 417, Pt. B, §14, is amended by amending subparagraph (6) to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_SP__29694f6d_26de_46e3_9045_6e3][bookmark: _PAR__3_533ad238_48c0_403e_b063_5cba8ee2][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e0c48bb4_41e2_4446_9e9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__4975208e_84ad_4041_8c1][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__53b2ab37_2c3c_4af2_a08](6)  Information obtained pursuant to this paragraph is confidential.  The results of background checks received by the department are for official use only and may not be disseminated outside the department except to a court considering a petition for adoption under subsection 1.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__431c3f1b_a9f9_48b5][bookmark: _PAR__4_6a2a0ff2_c96d_4841_ad6f_a9375903][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__ca1b4772_2c16_4295_987e_7][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__f77d4931_2d8b_40e7]Sec. 2.  22 MRSA §4010-C, as amended by PL 2021, c. 714, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _PAR__5_418596c5_6f69_437e_9f9b_948f720a][bookmark: _STATUTE_S__1a272f64_b3b7_442f_86a0_626e][bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__6462c589_62f6_4837_8143][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__0d264f9c_7ada_4d59_b0]§4010-C.  Transition grant program
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__105442e8_b09c_4e04_a3d][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__a1f2200e_7b3d_4fec_858e_cf27][bookmark: _PAR__6_4c054467_3934_4086_993f_01eacae0]The Department of Health and Human Services shall establish a transition grant program to provide financial support to eligible individuals to pay for postsecondary education or training programs.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__b70fca51_80f0_402e_9085][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__46155221_670d_4574_b1b3_4e2][bookmark: _PAR__7_3247f5d4_c6db_4e6e_a1b3_d60ee75a][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__4e8776e6_b61e_44fa_8c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__f88cd0fa_8f48_46a7_8d5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__dc3495a9_b963_4d79_99a]1.  Age; enrollment in postsecondary education institution or training program.  In order to be eligible to participate in the program, an individual must be at least 23 years of age but less than 27 years of age, must have exited the voluntary extended care and support agreement with the State under section 4037‑A at 23 years of age and must be enrolled in a postsecondary education institution or training program.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__09ef263d_26c0_47f7_beef][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__02319c27_87fc_4b93_af63_f24][bookmark: _PAR__8_1a26e93b_9612_4f94_84ed_83bdb575][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__2b19b505_d2f1_4eda_92][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a282d4a1_386c_4a4f_837][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__153b5fdb_e486_4d1b_94e]2.  Level of financial support.  The transition grant is for postsecondary education or training program support up to the completion of an undergraduate degree or the training program.  The level of financial support must be equivalent to the current voluntary extended foster care supports pursuant to section 4037‑A.  The department shall set duration limits, including a 6-year maximum for a 4-year degree, a 4-year maximum for a 2-year degree and other duration limits for other types of postsecondary education or training programs.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__77805e19_08a1_43b2_aa4e][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__8fc6cae3_16f5_46cf_a741_747][bookmark: _PAR__9_43c1a874_685a_4ab8_b5ca_f41b2918][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__9e9f13d9_00c1_4157_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__bcd4d3e8_ab80_4976_af2]3.  Postsecondary education navigator services.  The program must include postsecondary education navigator services that provide transitional services and college support.  The department shall determine the specifics of those services.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__fca627c4_60ac_4eb9_9588][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__cae5123c_0c68_4220_9b4f_fea][bookmark: _PAR__10_734f0de3_fb3d_4c9e_89d8_55c392d][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e92440c6_511d_41a4_ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__5ce100b7_d465_43aa_9cb][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__7129acff_4095_426f_948]4.  Advisory committee.  The department shall establish an advisory committee to provide oversight of the implementation of the transition grant program.  The advisory committee must include stakeholders in the postsecondary education field, the department's postsecondary education navigator under subsection 6, professionals who work with transitional foster youth, employers, representatives of the department and other interested parties.  The department shall adopt rules to determine the membership, terms of office and voting procedures of the advisory committee and other specifics of the advisory committee's governance structure.  The advisory committee shall provide an annual report to the department and the joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over health and human services matters.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__86dd6264_a60a_4d6d_af7c][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__d5655b37_7a16_4006_b27d_054][bookmark: _PAR__11_57f37be6_d099_4014_8ff8_5dc3cc6][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__b7c90ecb_78e9_4878_95][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d28f8699_3deb_478a_ac9]5.  Limit on number of individuals receiving transition grants.  No more than 40 individuals at any one time may receive transition grants under this section.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__0699629a_3e8c_4e1c_85c1][bookmark: _PAR__12_9aefc6db_6b95_4128_aa2c_146211f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2a5930ab_42cc_4d64_88af_c94][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__90dcd85c_c097_4717_94][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__a0270950_e506_4535_ac8][bookmark: _PAR__1_6a044936_09f9_4fe1_9dc6_ffa9a7bd]6.  Postsecondary education navigator.  The department shall develop the roles and responsibilities for the postsecondary education navigator to provide transitional services and college student support for individuals pursuant to this section.  The postsecondary education navigator shall provide data to the advisory committee.
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__afe8f5bc_4631_40e8_949][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__89c3d3bc_41f5_48e7_9b99_b2a3][bookmark: _PAR__2_1fd62ef0_5a6b_4cb9_a43f_44cd20b5][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__e038aaa3_ce59_4388_bb1]The department shall adopt rules to implement this section.  Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2‑A.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__672cf3aa_bc21_4937][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__1de7542a_c750_499d_9489_6][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__7e0e4d25_7f78_477a_aa4f_f2][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__d43dfa30_2bcf_4311]Sec. 3.  22 MRSA §4037-A, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 2011, c. 402, §5, is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__bc95a39e_26d4_42bb_bffc][bookmark: _REV__ad13f85e_ed8e_431a_a0b4_04155614bc][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__81fc3c19_7de4_488a_bc7a_ed8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d6312bb6_cd85_4754_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__46b2f4b9_4313_400a_9d8]3.  Mandated review.  For each person who qualifies for extended care and support under this section and who is 18, 19 or 20 years of age, the District Court shall hold a judicial review hearing at least once every 12 months.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__84c96c20_df5c_4447][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__734c7915_d89a_4be5_9d77_0][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__8c440b10_7852_4618_97f3_94][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__b5b678e4_1360_4f42]Sec. 4.  22 MRSA §4037-A, sub-§3-A is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__ffb93784_7e55_425d_8525][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__e7530edb_6d95_4c8a_b4][bookmark: _REV__caf5f5a9_4268_4958_b07d_1db33eb8fb][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__6583d089_2d48_4b21_bdfc_9e5][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__5b41070e_cc2c_4947_a9][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__b49fd5cc_11c7_4f04_b03]3-A.  Review on motion.  The department, the court or the person who qualifies for extended care and support under this section may move for judicial review.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__ec3f6d1d_69f7_45cd][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__450498ea_82e3_4544_b3f3_4][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e6145beb_6f66_49a5_9a22_a5][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__dd206be1_dc9b_468d]Sec. 5.  22 MRSA §4037-A, sub-§6 is enacted to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__06901848_7f47_462e_b93c][bookmark: _REV__c7137253_875d_4fcd_8f3d_7fe576be80][bookmark: _PROCESSED_CHANGE__75d7445d_12ca_4c8d_9f][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__f8369a9b_c0b4_425d_998c_7d9][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__1e8559df_79bb_4028_ae][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__ad00b14b_035d_4e01_876]6.  Judicial review hearing.  At a judicial review hearing conducted under subsection 3 or in response to a motion under subsection 3-A, the court shall hear evidence and shall consider the original reason for the extended care and support of the person and the agreement of extended care and support between the department and the person.  The court shall, after hearing or by agreement, make written findings, based on a preponderance of the evidence, that determine:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__48c14fc0_d3aa_4a0c_b9a6][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__dc360cf0_57b3_485c_a7a7_dd71][bookmark: _REV__249926c2_6ac1_4b32_8f51_85ac547a5d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__39fd0572_fb1b_4f8a_a67]A.  The safety of the person in the person's placement;
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2a150fc1_c99b_4da0_9789][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__30321b2f_7688_4ef6_8355_4484][bookmark: _REV__78789cbc_01d7_4c45_ade9_fabb5af75a][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6129b17a_c877_490e_aaf]B.  The services needed to transition the person from extended care and support to independent living; and
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__2362b4ec_ae48_4689_ab88][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__5604edde_6c7a_49ed_a856_69e6][bookmark: _REV__b1e417ab_dd03_4e29_ba3d_48afa1c79c][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__c1b79d68_9a31_4bf2_983]C.  The compliance of the parties to the agreement of extended care and support.
[bookmark: _REV__270c50ed_4081_46af_b742_2f94ae830d][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__17a63252_0c56_49b5_a94][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__2383507b_7a31_4a41_b8aa_4f9a]In a judicial review order, the court may order either the department or the person or both to comply with the agreement of extended care and support but may not order the department to pay for a specific placement.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__6787908f_bf0e_42ae][bookmark: _PAR__9_a9de5333_36d0_4f2a_afce_42c4b15d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__bfe7f6a7_283d_4312_8d1d_8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__ff77e4ae_ce70_4a7e]Sec. 6.  22 MRSA §4038, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1997, c. 715, Pt. B, §8, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d2a474ce_58d8_4911_998c][bookmark: _PAR__10_626a5386_f5d4_4ca3_8052_8f7fd72][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__2f18b413_8201_4a67_9b19_ce8][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__7b205ab9_9268_4375_a4][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__6fdae352_e1a3_4957_878][bookmark: _CROSS_REFERENCE__63ad35d5_49b0_4048_a5e]3.  Notice of review.  Notice of the reviews must be given to all parties to the initial proceeding according to District Court Civil Rule 4.  Notice may not be given to a parent whose rights have been terminated under subchapter VI 6.  The department shall provide written notice of all reviews and hearings in advance of the proceeding to the foster parent, preadoptive parent and relative providing care and to the child if the child is 14 years of age or older.  The notice must be dated and signed, must include a statement that the foster parent, preadoptive parent and relative providing care and the child if the child is 14 years of age or older are entitled to notice of and an opportunity to be heard in any review or hearing held with respect to the child and must contain the following language:
[bookmark: _PAR__11_8f83d5a3_5c07_465c_ab3a_46be023]"The right to be heard includes only the right to testify and does not include the right to present other witnesses or evidence, to attend any other portion of the review or hearing or to have access to pleadings or records."
[bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__32e0f092_dae8_4818_beb][bookmark: _PAR__12_a59056b2_0869_44f3_8bdb_2496985][bookmark: _STATUTE_P__0a0a3f64_acb8_4696_90cb_ccbe]A copy of the notice must be filed with the court prior to the review or hearing.
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