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STATE OF MAINE
_____
IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY-FIVE
_____
S.P. 33 - L.D. 20
An Act Regarding the First Judicial District and the District Court Locations in the Judicial Divisions of Androscoggin and Western Aroostook
[bookmark: _ENACTING_CLAUSE__33dc29f8_6675_4491_a51][bookmark: _PAR__1_2b2b1e27_66d5_4a03_8260_3296f9b8][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTAINER__52124191_4b45_4e3f_]Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__dc2a525b_f5ac_482d][bookmark: _PAR__2_581816ee_3181_4cef_b626_94f40d31][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__a93de5dd_2697_450b_9e39_b][bookmark: _DOC_BODY_CONTENT__abac6d8c_d013_4293_ba][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__669e6d01_72ca_49c9]Sec. 1.  4 MRSA §153, sub-§2, as amended by PL 2003, c. 673, Pt. JJJ, §3, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__d4da6c61_ee87_4118_b52b][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__fe648e1d_fbcc_4389_9631_451][bookmark: _PAR__3_2c85267b_8036_4932_9791_f286fac3][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__ba385baa_cf3d_4e76_90][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__d44ec36c_3814_4718_812]2.  Androscoggin.  Androscoggin consists of all municipalities in Androscoggin County.  The District Court for Androscoggin must be held at Lewiston or Auburn, exact site to be determined by the Chief Judge.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__33ff197e_ea2a_46f9][bookmark: _PAR__4_9ab28d6b_9675_4899_b955_7b3040b6][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__c36b3a2f_d69b_486a_80b0_d][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5079c065_3b5f_439a]Sec. 2.  4 MRSA §153, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1995, c. 330, §1, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__cbf8f2f9_63fb_47d5_8f7d][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__7922411b_81eb_4e4f_9a89_8da][bookmark: _PAR__5_f4f388f8_df20_43bb_bfa6_dfbfbcaa][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__d4724ab6_40bf_44e3_af][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__1c4333b7_4dfd_4185_a96]3.  Western Aroostook.  Western Aroostook consists of the municipalities and unorganized territory known as Hamlin Plt. Plantation, Cyr Plt. Plantation, T17 R3, T17 R4, T16 R5, T15 R6, Winterville Plt. Plantation, T15 R8, T15 R9, T14 R10, T14 R11, T14 R12, T14 R13, T14 R14, T14 R15, T14 R16, and all municipalities and unorganized territory in Aroostook County lying to the west and north of these. The District Court for Western Aroostook must be held at Madawaska and Fort Kent.  The Chief Judge shall determine the level of service at each location.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__f00f9a30_9d41_4d80][bookmark: _PAR__6_8eaf758a_653f_4d71_aae6_11e35443][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__b2d9c5b7_dd33_46ca_bc73_0][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__4c9d39d2_e605_44a3]Sec. 3.  4 MRSA §154, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1965, c. 228, §2, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__e40c9628_cc46_415b_8074][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__c812829f_8ae1_4f68_affd_b71][bookmark: _PAR__7_132bf8a2_5dfe_41fa_9be0_1322f652][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__f34dafdd_fac5_4bd8_a3][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__98a8f232_5310_45b3_81b]1.  First District.  The first district consists of the divisions of Eastern Aroostook (Caribou) and Western Aroostook (Madawaska, Fort Kent and Van Buren).
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_HEADER__9d4b7e1e_afdb_46e2][bookmark: _PAR__8_74827eef_a889_4e89_b2f4_14a46c34][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION__0fa70cbb_9700_4dc0_b4c2_4][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__fe5f9510_26dc_46eb]Sec. 4.  4 MRSA §154, sub-§8, as amended by PL 2003, c. 673, Pt. JJJ, §4, is further amended to read:
[bookmark: _STATUTE_NUMBER__8f301eec_f5d4_495d_b399][bookmark: _STATUTE_SS__969a9e9d_95e8_46b4_8a8a_bc7][bookmark: _PAR__9_536bd18e_1ed3_46be_862e_f59022ba][bookmark: _STATUTE_HEADNOTE__e67a1fe3_4c64_4a68_99][bookmark: _STATUTE_CONTENT__22190a69_7fe2_44d2_b2c]8.  Eighth District.  The 8th district consists of the divisions division of Androscoggin (Lewiston).
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__228ab475_a241][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__760f6f32_2652_4da8_8ca1_b9][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__5df9dce5_d8c8_4dd3]Sec. 5.  Reallocation of Western Aroostook and Eastern Aroostook judicial divisions.  Notwithstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 4, section 153, subsections 3 and 4, for the convenience of the public, the Chief Judge of the District Court may, by order, which may from time to time be amended or repealed, reallocate any municipality or unorganized territory between the Western Aroostook and Eastern Aroostook judicial divisions.  Copies of the order must be posted on the judicial branch's publicly accessible website.
[bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_UNALLOCATED__990b9664_67a4][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__e504dd4a_cd24_4c02_bea9_f8][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__0aa7f162_c729_41ae]Sec. 6.  Report.  By January 15, 2026, the Chief Judge of the District Court shall submit a report to the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary with any recommendations for redrawing the geographic boundaries between any of the judicial divisions set forth in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 4, section 153.  The committee may report out legislation based on the report to the Second Regular Session of the 132nd Legislature.
[bookmark: _APPROP_SECTION__225cbfcb_6f3c_4696_8297][bookmark: _INSTRUCTION__bf4763f6_804d_489a_8351_dc][bookmark: _BILL_SECTION_NUMBER__8fbf3656_1537_405f]Sec. 7.  Appropriations and allocations.  The following appropriations and allocations are made.
JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT
Courts - Supreme, Superior and District 0063
Initiative: Provides ongoing deappropriations due to the closure of the district court in Madawaska.
	GENERAL FUND
	2025-26
	2026-27

	Personal Services
	($5,416)
	($6,500)

	All Other
	($38,640)
	($46,368)

	 
	__________
	__________

	GENERAL FUND TOTAL
	($44,056)
	($52,868)
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